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School Entry and Primary School Package

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2016

Austria

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

System of evaluation / exams reform
National

Contradictory

Unifying the last year of kindergarten and the first two years of primary school into a
single school-entry phase. Promotes measures to foster the learning of German for
children with immigrant background.

The aim was to improve the transition between ECEC and primary school,
strengthen students' competencies and allow for easier early identification of
learning difficulties.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.igs.gv.at/downloads/archiv-des-bifie/abgeschlossene-evaluationen/wiss

enschaftliche-begleitung-von-reformmassnahmen-im-bereich-der-grundschule

Mandatory education / training for all under the age of 18

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2016
Austria
ISCED 3
Unknown
National
Positive

Requires all students under the age of 18 to engage in education or training after
having completed compulsory education

The aim is to provide all young people with qualifications that go beyond
compulsory schooling in order to increase their chances of participating in economic
and social life in the long term.

Evaluation ReferenceSteiner, M. Pessl, G., Képping, M. and Juen, I. 2021. Evaluation des

Jugendcoachings. Vienna: Institute for Advanced Studies.
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Education Compass

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2015
Austria
ISCED 0
Unknown
Regional
Positive

Documentation takes place once a year from age 3.5 and is added to a port folio
and used in the child's transition to school.

The aim was to document the resources, interests and potential of each individual
child, taking into account their individual development over the course of their
educational trajectory.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.charlotte-buehler-institut.at/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Bildungskomp

ass_Endbericht_30.9.2018_Anhang_kom.pdf

Language Support Courses for Non-German Speakers

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2015

Austria

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Unknown

National

Needs for adjustment

The federal government provides language support courses for non-German
speakers, additional support to non-German speaking students during the first two
years of school, and specialised language support staff in schools. In addition,
targeted support for refugees, in the form of beginner language groups and/or
language support classes, was introduced in 2016/17.

Promotion of German as the teaching language and aims to make a significant
contribution to equal opportunity when children start school.

Evaluation Referencel) Woltran, F., Hassani, S. and Schwab, S. 2024. German language support in

Youth Counselling

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

Austria: feasibility, effectiveness and legitimacy from the perspective of public
administration. Language and Education

2012
Austria
ISCED 3
Unknown
National

Positive
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Key Actions:

Aim:

The measures included prevention, guidance counselling, case management and
supporting a smooth transition to further schooling, apprenticeship or "integrative
apprenticeship”.
Aimed to bring down the early school leaving rateand to make the school-to-work
transition easier.

Evaluation ReferenceSteiner, M., Pessl, G., Kdpping, M. and Juen, I. 2021. Evaluation des

Jugendcoachings. Vienna: Institute for Advanced Studies.

New Upper Level Scheme / NOST

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2012

Austria

ISCED 3

Curriculum

National

Needs for adjustment

The establishment of needs-based support measures for students and
semesterization, which contribute significantly to the gradual and continuous
achievement of all students

The aim is to better prepare students for higher education and provide more
frequent assessments to detect learning deficits at an earlier stage and reduce the
number of school dropouts.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.bmbwf.gv.at/dam/jcr:f3a9079f-Oebc-4d69-9473-b4bab13e30b3/nost_ev

aluationsbericht.pdf

Obligatory and Free Kindergarten Attendence for 5-year old

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2010

Austria

ISCED 0

Laws / regulation of access reform
National, Regional

Unknown

20 hours of free kindergarten per week without lunch for 5-year olds. Measures
varies across federal states in relation to child years and amount of free
attendance.

The aim was to remove economic barriers that hinders kindergarten attendence
and make attendence mandatory.
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Early Language Support in Kindergarten

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2008

Austria
ISCED 0
Unknown
National
Contradictory

Special observation sheets have been developed to determine language skills,
which allow conclusions to be drawn about the need for support. The systematic
observation of language skills shows whether the children in the target group have
developed linguistically in a way that is appropriate for their age up to this point.
The results of the survey are then used to plan differentiated support measures.
The aim was to support children with insufficient German language skills in early
child education and care facilities sto enhance their command of the language of
instruction, German, when they enter primary school.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.igs.gv.at/downloads/archiv-des-bifie/abgeschlossene-evaluationen/form

ative-evaluation-der-fruehen-sprachlichen-foerderung-im-kindergarten

New Secondary Schools

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2008

Austria

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Unknown

National
Contradictory

Early tracking. Targeted advice based on their strengths in order to ensure better
educational and career decisions at the end of middle school. Students with
different learning speeds support each other and benefit from each other.

Aims to improve the quality of teaching and learning for students and to provide
more students with a chance to enter higher education.

Evaluation Referencel) https://www.igs.gv.at/downloads/archiv-des-bifie/abgeschlossene-evaluationen/e

valuation-der-neuen-mittelschule

Whole-day schooling offers

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2006

Austria

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Positive
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Key Actions: Increasing the out-of-hours provision rate from about 22% in 2016 to 40% by 2025.
Aim: The aim is to increase equity in educational opportunities.

Evaluation ReferenceNusche, D. et al. (2016), OECD Reviews of School Resources: Austria 2016,
OECD Publishing, Paris (https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/oecd-reviews-of-sch
ool-resources-austria-2016_9789264256729-en.html)
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Circulaire 7705

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Guidance Decree

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2020

Belgium

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Curriculum
Regional
Unknown

Additional teaching time was allocated exclusively for differentiated instruction and
remediation, with priority given to students facing learning challenges. This support
could encompass psychological or social assistance, as well as help with digital
learning.

The reform aimed to mitigate current and prevent future interruptions to learning in
the event of further lockdowns.

2019

Belgium

ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3
Special Education Reform
Regional

Unknown

Mainstream schools collaborated with special education institutions, student
guidance centers, and parents to deliver individualized support tailored to the needs
of students with special educational needs as well as their teachers. Additionally,
the reform incorporated provisions to assist teachers in the early identification of
gifted students and in adapting instructional approaches to accommodate their
specific educational requirements.

The reform aims to strengthen the capacity of mainstream schools and teachers to
meet the needs of SEN students.

‘:(STRIDE



Initial Teacher Education

Year: 2018
Country: Belgium

Educational Level: ISCED 4+

Kind/Type: Curriculum, Teacher recruitment, requirement reform

Coverage: Regional

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: Unknown

Aim: The reform partly aimed to improve content in Initial Teacher Education in relation to

multilingualism and diversity.

Steering of schools

Year: 2018
Country: Belgium

Educational Level: ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Kind/Type: Curriculum

Coverage: Regional

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: Schools utilize a set of 15 levers for action, such as reducing dropout rates and
enhancing digital literacy, to guide their objectives.

Aim: The reform aims to promote teaching and learning approaches that benefit every

student, reduce school dropout rates, implement targeted support strategies,
strengthen inclusion initiatives, and introduce anti-bullying policies while enhancing
pastoral care systems.

Instrument for differentiated support

Year: 2017
Country: Belgium

Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Laws / regulation of access reform

Coverage: Regional

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: Under the new approach, a socio-economic index is employed to assess resource
needs by considering the socio-economic background of both the student and their
community.

Aim: Codifications were proposed in 2017 for the Instrument for Differentiated Support.
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Legislative amendment for newly arrived children

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2017

Belgium

ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3
Unknown

Regional

Unknown

The reform introducted bridging classes efforts to provide teachers with resources
to address trauma, language barriers, and cultural differences, thereby enhancing
their ability to support the diverse needs of their students.

The aim of the reform is to to update measures for schooling newly arrived children
and to respond to the recent refugee crisis.

Decree of 4 February 2016

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2016

Belgium

ISCED 2, ISCED 3
Unknown
Regional
Unknown

The reform requires schools to draft comprehensive six-year plans addressing the
outlined objectives.

The aim of the reform is to make mainstream education more inclusive for students
with different education needs, and to reduce the numbers of students in special
education settings.

Dekret ilber MaRBnahmen im Unterrichtswesen

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2016

Belgium

ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3

Curriculum

Regional

Unknown

Compensation for disadvantaged students and grade protection.

The aim was to promote equal opportunities and support students with learning
difficulties.
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Special measures to enhance integration of refugees

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2015

Belgium

ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3, ISCED 4+
Curriculum

Regional

Unknown

Initiatives include increased funding for language support in pre-primary education,
additional resources for welcoming classes in schools, and continued support for
existing measures such as adult language integration and the NARIC system for
recognizing refugees' qualifications. Furthermore, refugee students in universities
and university colleges benefit from special admission procedures and financial
assistance.

The aim is to enhance integration of refugees in the education system.

Efficiency of resource allocation in the Flemish community

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2015

Belgium

ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3

Laws / regulation of access reform

Regional

Negative

Targeting urban schools and schools with disadvatanged groups such as refugees.

A series of reforms to the budgetary system aimed to seek balances in the
distribution of funding across the system partly to mitigate inequality.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.oecd.org/en/publications/performance-informed-budgeting-in-flanders-b

elgium_425a9e96-en.html?utm

Parliamentary Act on Students with Specific Educational Needs

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2015

Belgium

ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3
Special Education Reform
Regional

Unknown

Reinforcing student rights for students with special educational needs to enrol in
mainstream education. Special Education Funding follows the student.
Aims to promote inclusive education.
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Together against Early School Leaving

Year: 2015
Country: Belgium

Educational Level: ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Unknown

Coverage: Regional

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: Measures include monitoring, identification and coordination.

Aim: Previously the Action Plan on Early School Leaving. The aim is to reduce the rate of

early school leaving.

Pact for Excellence in Teaching

Year: 2015
Country: Belgium

Educational Level: ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Kind/Type: Curriculum

Coverage: Regional

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: A unified curriculum from early childhood through lower secondary education to

ensure consistent learning outcomes. Establishment of territorial support centers to
assist schools in accommodating students with diverse needs. Investments in
preschool education, including increased staffing and resources, to support early
learning and development.

Aim: It aims to enhance the quality, equity, and inclusivity of education across
French-speaking schools. It is built around a number of strategic objectives,
including: Promoting inclusive education and intensifying efforts to combat school
failure, dropout, and grade repetition; and ensuring the well-being of every child in a
high-quality, democratic school environment.

An Anti-Radicalism Network

Year: 2015
Country: Belgium

Educational Level: ISCED 2, ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Unknown

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Needs for adjustment

Key Actions: Integration of Islamic Religious Education teacher training into regular French

teacher education programs. Engagement with recognised belief systems.
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Aim: The primary objective of these initiatives is to prevent radicalisation among young
people, especially within educational settings.

Evaluation ReferenceLafrarchi, N. (2021). Intra- and Interreligious Dialogue in Flemish (Belgian)
Secondary Education as a Tool to Prevent Radicalisation. Religions, 12(6), 434.
https://doi.org/10.3390/rel12060434

Special educator

Year: 2015
Country: Belgium

Educational Level: ISCED 1

Kind/Type: Curriculum

Coverage: Regional

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: Establishing a special educator role in mainstream education to observe students.
Aim: The aim of the reform is to establish faster and easier access to support for children

with special education needs.

Participation Decree

Year: 2014
Country: Belgium

Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Unknown

Coverage: Regional

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: Establishment of school councils.

Aim: The primary goal of the Participation Decree is to strengthen participatory

governance in Flemish primary and secondary schools and promoting the
involvement of socially vulnerable groups to reflect the diversity of the school

population.
M-Decree
Year: 2014
Country: Belgium

Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Special Education Reform
Coverage: Regional
Evaluation: Unknown
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Key Actions: Revising the classification system for students with special educational needs to
include updated categories, notably introducing a specific category for children with
autism. Mandating that mainstream schools implement reasonable
accommodations-such as providing specialized equipment and support staff-to
ensure the inclusion of students with special educational needs. Schools are
required to exhaust all reasonable adaptations before considering referral to special
education. Granting parents the right to appeal to the Student Rights Commission if
a mainstream school refuses to enrol their child with special educational needs.

Aim: The reform aimed to reinforce the right of students with special educational needs
to be enrolled in mainstream education.

New Master Plan for secondary education

Year: 2014
Country: Belgium

Educational Level: ISCED 2, ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Curriculum

Coverage: Regional

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: The reform included measures that rationalised school governance, updated

educational objectives, and introduced a new system of dual learning and
differentation.

Aim: The aim is to reduce early school leaving, ease transition into secondary education
and improve equity.

Decree to Reduce Education Costs in Kindergarten and Primary Education

Year: 2014
Country: Belgium

Educational Level: ISCED 0, ISCED 1

Kind/Type: Laws / regulation of access reform
Coverage: Regional

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: Funding increase.

Aim: The aim is to reduce education cost.

Action Plan on Early School Leaving

Year: 2013
Country: Belgium

Educational Level: ISCED 2, ISCED 3
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Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Unknown
Regional
Needs for adjustment

Establishment of a system to regularly collect and analyze data on ESL, enabling
targeted interventions. Encouragement of partnerships between schools, local
authorities, and other relevant organizations to create cohesive support networks
for at-risk students.

The primary objective of the 2013 Action Plan was to reduce the rate of early
school leaving.

Evaluation Referencehttps://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/320223/reporting?utm

Take-off Project

Year:

Country:

Educational Level:

Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

DASPA Decree

Year:

Country:

Educational Level:

Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:
Key Actions:
Aim:

Evaluation Referencehttps://migrant-integration.ec.europa.eu/library-document/belgium-evaluation-school

2012

Belgium

ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3
System of evaluation / exams reform
Regional

Unknown

Decentralized governance and performance contracts that strengthens
accountability.

Address disparities in educational outcomes and improve overall quality and to
decrease the rate of students repeating grades by 50% by 2030 .

2011

Belgium

ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3

Laws / regulation of access reform

Regional

Contradictory

The institution of DASPA programmes and strengthened language training.
Aims to integrate migrant children and Special Education Needs students into

mainstream schools.

-integration-programmes-migrant-children_en?utm
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Decree on Educational and Administrative Innovations in Public Education

Year:
Country:
Educational Level:

Kind/Type:

Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2010
Belgium
ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3

Laws / regulation of access reform, Special Education Reform, Teacher
Recruitment/ requirement Reform
Regional

Needs for adjustment

Measures include establishing baseline requirements for teacher training,
introducing new regulations for student transfers between schools-including those
in special education-and revising the criteria for recognizing foreign diplomas and
certificates.

The aim was to modernize and improve the quality, efficiency, and equity of public
education.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.oecd.org/en/publications/quality-and-equity-of-schooling-in-the-german-

speaking-community-of-belgium_9a6b6f3a-en.html

Priority Access to ECEC

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2009

Belgium

ISCED 0

Laws / regulation of access reform
Regional

Unknown

Schools receive extra funding (EUR 950 per year) at pre-primary education level for
each newly arrived child from the age of 2.5 whose native language is not Dutch.
Priority access to childcare for children under age 3.

National Qualifications Structure

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2009

Belgium

ISCED 4+

Laws / regulation of access reform
Regional

Unknown

A national qualifications framework was established, incorporating elements such
as short-cycle tertiary education. This framework will be further developed through
the systematic definition of the competences associated with professional
qualifications attained through formal education.
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Aim:

The aim of the reform is to expand access to higher education and meet labour
market needs.

The Differentiated Management System

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2009

Belgium

ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3
Laws / regulation of access reform
Regional

Unknown

A differentiated management system that provides additional ressources to
students from socio-economically disadvantaged background.
The aim is to increase equity in school achievement.

The Equal Opportunities Parliamentary Act of 2002

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2008

Belgium

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulation of access reform, System of evaluation / exams reform
Regional

Unknown

Measures include the creation of local structures to increase the fairness of school
admission procedures, weighting funding in favour of schools with higher levels of
socio-economic disadvantage, and safeguarding the right of enrolment and school
choice for all children.

The aim is to increase equity in educational opportunities. The reform comprises a
set of measures in response to the the Equal Opportunities Parliamentary Act of
2002.

Parliamentary Act on the Financing of Primary and Secondary Education

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2008

Belgium

ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3
Laws / regulation of access reform
Regional

Needs for adjustment
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Key Actions:

Aim:

The act established a uniform funding framework for all schools, regardless of their
governance. The funding formula incorporated socio-economic indicators to
allocate resources more equitably. The act emphasized inclusive education by
providing supplementary teaching hours and resources to schools accommodating
students with special needs.

The aim is to promote equity and inclusivity in education funding.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.oecd.org/en/publications/oecd-reviews-of-school-resources-flemish-co

mmunity-of-belgium_9789264247598-en.html?utm

Skills Validation Consortium

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2005

Belgium

ISCED 4+

Laws / regulation of access reform
Regional

Unknown

Development of a standardized framework for skills validation across sectors and
professions.

The main goal is to formally validate skills that people have acquired through
informal or non-formal learning.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.cedefop.europa.eu/files/2016_validate_be_fr.pdf?utm
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Mandatory kindergarten from the age of 4

Year: 2023
Country: Bulgaria

Educational Level: ISCED 0

Kind/Type: Laws / regulation of access reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Contradictory

Key Actions: Textbooks for free use, support for the payment of fees for children's meals in

compulsory preschool education (excluding meals funded by the state),
reimbursement of costs for the care and education of children who are unable to
attend due to a lack of available preschool places in state and municipal
kindergartens and schools, and, for children of compulsory preschool age living in
areas without a kindergarten or school, the allocation of state budget funds for
transportation to and from the nearest institution offering the relevant level of
education.

Aim: The reform was designed to improve the reach of children in education, especially
targeting children from vulnerable groups, and increase educational outcomes

Evaluation Referencehttps://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/2d4c4524-8e68-11ee-8aa6-0
laa75ed71lal/language-en

Budgetary support for vulnerable students

Year: 2018
Country: Bulgaria

Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Kind/Type: Unknown

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Negative

Key Actions: Funding allocation.

Aim: The reform seeks to promote a more equitable and efficient allocation of funds,

reduce regional inequalities, and ensure that funding mechanisms align with
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Evaluation ReferenceGuthrie, C. et al. 2022. OECD Reviews of Evaluation and Assessment in
Education: Bulgaria, OECD Reviews of Evaluation and Assessment in Education,
OECD Publishing, Paris

Language support for non-Bulgarian speakers

Year: 2016
Country: Bulgaria

Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Kind/Type: Unknown

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Negative

Key Actions: Right to mother tongue education and additional assistance for second language
students.

Aim: The reform aims to improve the mastery of Bulgarian language.

Evaluation Referencetambrev, V., Kirova, A., and Prochner, L. 2020. Education reforms for inclusion?
Interrogating policy-practice disjunctions in early childhood education in Bulgaria.
Education Inquiry. 11(2): 126-143.

Strategy to reduce the share of early school leavers

Year: 2013
Country: Bulgaria

Educational Level: ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Laws / regulation of access reform, Teacher recruitment, requirement reform
Coverage: National

Evaluation: Positive

Key Actions: The Strategy includes measures aimed at preventing early school leaving and

ensuring access to quality education for children with special educational needs. It
also focuses on establishing and ensuring the effective operation of accessible
support centers for every child and student. Additionally, it emphasizes building the
capacity of teachers in general education schools and kindergartens who work with
children with special educational needs, as well as strengthening the skills of
professionals working with these children and students. The Strategy calls for the
implementation of a standardized methodology to assess educational needs and
the creation of a pedagogical and specialized supportive environment for each child
and student to promote inclusive education.

Aim: The reform aimed at preventing students from dropping out from school and early
school leaving.

Evaluation Referencehttps://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki/chapters/bulgaria/63-preventi
ng-early-leaving-from-education-and-training-elet

7 STRIDE



Mandatory Kindergarten from the age of 5

Year: 2010
Country: Bulgaria
Educational Level: ISCED 0

Kind/Type: Laws / regulation of access reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Contradictory

Key Actions: Procurement of the necessary conditions for all 5-year-old children to attend a
kindergarten, aids free of charge, transport for children, charge payment reliefs etc.

Aim: The measure aims at providing equal start for every child and contributes to

developing the skills being necessary upon admission to the first grade.
Evaluation Referencehttps://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/2d4c4524-8e68-11ee-8aa6-0
laa75ed71lal/language-en

Social Inclusion Project

Year: 2009
Country: Bulgaria
Educational Level: ISCED 0

Kind/Type: Laws / regulation of access reform, Special Education Reform

Coverage: Unknown

Evaluation: Negative

Key Actions: Investments in infrastructure, medical screenings, speech therapists,
physiotherapists, pediatrician checkups, and parental training

Aim: Aimed to help children who were below the age of 7 and from poor/low-income and
marginalized families (including those with children with disabilities) to prepare for
school.

Evaluation Referencehttps://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/
758411532018432539/bulgaria-social-inclusion-project

Strategy for Educational Integration of Children from Ethnic Minorities

Year: 2004
Country: Bulgaria

Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Coverage: National
Evaluation: Negative
Key Actions: Roma parents were granted the right to choose their children's school, while

schools were obligated to admit and support these children, including through the
provision of special assistants.

Aim: The reform aimed at ensuring access to quality education for children and students
of vulnerable ethnic communities.
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Evaluation Referencehttps://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/2d4c4524-8e68-11ee-8aa6-0
laa75ed71lal/language-en

Inclusive education of SEN children

Year: 2002
Country: Bulgaria

Educational Level: ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Kind/Type: Laws / regulation of access reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Contradictory

Key Actions: Institutions are obliged to accept children with special educational needs and/or
chronic diseases.

Aim: The reform aimed to increase access to pre-school and school education,

increasing the coverage of children and students. It has been adjusted in 2009,
2016 and 2017.

Evaluation Referencel) Trifonova, M.P. 2023. Quality of education and care in kindergartens and their
readiness for inclusive education in Bulgaria. European Journal of Special Needs
Education. 38(2): 260-275.

Roma Mediators

Year: 2001
Country: Bulgaria

Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Kind/Type: Unknown

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Contradictory

Key Actions: Earmarked funding for mediators.

Aim: The reform aimed at a better integration of Roma children.

Evaluation Referencel) Rus, C. 2006. The situation of Roma School Mediators and Assistants in Europe.
DGIV/EDU/ROM(2006)3. Council of Europe. Directorate General 1V.

Desegregation of Roma students

Year: 1999

Country: Bulgaria

Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Kind/Type: Laws / regulation of access reform

Coverage: National
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Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Negative

The reform dismantled Roma-only schools and promoting equal access to quality
education. Efforts included improving school facilities, providing targeted support,
and ensuring Roma children had the same educational resources as their
non-Roma peers. Financial aid was offered for meals, textbooks, and other
essentials, along with transportation support for those in remote areas.
Anti-discrimination policies, including teacher training, were implemented to foster
inclusivity and uphold Roma children's rights. Community and parental involvement
was encouraged to boost participation in education. Specialized programs offered
remedial teaching, language support, and cultural initiatives to ease integration.
Lastly, monitoring systems were set up to track progress and ensure the
effectiveness of these measures.

Describes a number of measures that took place between 1999-2019. One of its
objectives was the complete integration of Roma children through the
desegregation of kindergartens in predominantly Roma neighborhoods and the
establishment of conditions for equal access to quality education beyond these
areas.

Evaluation Referencehttps://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/2d4c4524-8e68-11ee-8aa6-0

laa75ed71al/language-en
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Special Education Programmes for Pupils with Developmental
Disabilities and Autism Spectrum Disorder

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2024

Croatia

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Curriculum, Special Education reform
National

Unknown

Focused on equipping students with the necessary competencies for independent
living and functioning in society.

The reform aimed at helping students with developmental disabilities and autism
spectrum disorder acquire skills for daily life and work.

Special Education Programme for Primary and Secondary Schools for Pupils
with Developmental Disabilities

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2024

Croatia

ISCED 3

Curriculum, Special Education reform
National

Unknown

This programme transitions to a competency system and pupil achievements
(learning outcomes) focused on abilities, developmental characteristics, and pupils'
other strengths.

The goal is to enable pupils with developmental disabilities to acquire knowledge,
develop abilities and skills, and form the attitudes necessary for future life and work
and/or continued education.Additionally, the goal is to enable them to live more
independently daily and to participate more actively in their immediate social
environment.
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Decision on the Amount of the Minimum Wage for Performing Student Work

for the Year 2024

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2024

Croatia

ISCED 4+

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

The minimum wage for student work is set at EUR 5.25 net per hour for the year
2024.

The primary aim of this reform is to establish a fair minimum wage for students
performing work while enrolled in tertiary education.

The National Plan for the Development of Education and Training until 2027

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2023
Croatia
ISCED 4+
Curriculum
National
Unknown

Expansion of state scholarships for students in need, particularly for those in STEM
fields and those pursuing studies in high-demand professions. Modernization of
student housing, with a focus on increasing capacity, especially for disadvantaged
students.

This reform aims to increase completion rates in higher education and to align the
education system with the needs of both the labor market and society.

The Plan of Measures for Enhancing the Social Dimension of Higher
Education for the Period 2023 - 2025

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2023
Croatia
ISCED 4+
Unknown
National
Unknown

The plan provides a set of recommendations for institutions to adopt practices that
promote inclusion, equity, and diversity. Recommendations cover enhancing
student access, improving support mechanisms for disadvantaged students, and
fostering an environment conducive to educational and social integration.
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Aim:

The main goal of this reform is to enhance the social dimension of higher education
in Croatia by improving inclusion, equity, and diversity within the system.

Preschool Education Act

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2022

Croatia

ISCED O

Laws / regulation of access reform

National

Unknown

A new framework for planning ECEC facilities.

Legislative ammendments to expand geographical acces to early education,
especially in rural regions.

Ordinance on the Criteria for Paying the Costs of Accommodation in a
Student Dormitory for High School Students of Lower Financial Status

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2022

Croatia

ISCED 3

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

The Ministry responsible for social welfare affairs will cover the accommodation
costs for eligible students.

The aim of this reform is to support the students of non-compulsory upper
secondary school with lower financial studies to continue their education.

Act on amending and supplementing the Vocational Education and Training

Act

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2022
Croatia
ISCED 3
Curriculum
National

Unknown
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Key Actions:

Aim:

Introduced professional supervision of the performance of work-based learning with
employer. Seeking improvement of quality assurance systems and the
establishment of mechanisms and criteria for encouraging learners to select
qualifications relevant to the labour market

The reform aims at ensuring efficient acquisition of necessary competencies and
improving the learning outcomes of learners in the vocational education system and
providing the basis for establishing mechanisms supporting employers and schools.

Extended Stay for Primary School Pupils

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2019

Croatia

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Unknown
National, Regional
Unknown

Extended stay for first and second graders, and in some schools, for third graders
as well. This extended stay provided organized meals and a combination of
curricular and extracurricular activities both before and after regular school hours.
The aim was to offer additional educational opportunities and support for younger
primary school students.

Primary and Secondary School Education Act

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2017

Croatia

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Curriculum, Special Education reform
National

Unknown

It provided the legal basis for the allocation of pedagogical assistants and sign
language interpreters for students with developmental difficulties.

This reform aimed to establish regulations that would define the allocation
procedures for support roles and ensure a standard for the required level of
education, training, work assignments, and the process of integrating additional
staff into schools.

Modernisation of the Vocational Education and Training System

Year:
Country:

Educational Level:

2017
Croatia

ISCED 3
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Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Curriculum
National
Unknown

Curriculum modernisation, strengthening cooperation with employers, quality
assurance and monitoring.

The purpose of the project was todevelop vocational education and training that is
attractive, innovative, relevant, and related to the labour market and that will enable
participants to acquire competences for personal and professional development,
continuing education and lifelong learning.

Preschool Education Act

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2014

Croatia

ISCED 0

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Positive

The reform increased the duration and scope of the mandatory preschool program
to better prepare children for primary school, while also broadening access to
structured early education for children aged four to six through additional,
age-adapted programs.

The reform aimed to expand and enhance early childhood education.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.oecd.org/en/publications/starting-strong_25216031.html

Constitutional Changes Regarding Compulsory Education

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2010

Croatia

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

Funding.

This reform aimed to ensure that education at the primary level was universally
available to all children and that higher levels of education would be equally
accessible, regardless of a student's background.

% STRIDE



Bologna reform

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2005

Croatia

ISCED 0

Curriculum, Teacher recruitment, requirement reform
National

Unknown

Enhancing quality of pre-primary teacher education.

The aim of the reform was to align education programmes for pre-primary teachers
according to the Bologna Process.

Education Sector Development Plan

Year:
Country:
Educational Level:

Kind/Type:

Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2005
Croatia
ISCED 3

Curriculum, Laws / regulation of access reform, Teacher recruitment, requirement
reform
National

Unknown

Expansion of grammar school programs. All teachers to acquire basic ICT
competency by 2008

The Plan outlines four main development priorities: enhancing the quality and
effectiveness of education; encouraging ongoing professional development for
teachers and other education sector staff; creating strategies to improve the
management and efficiency of the education system; and fostering education that
supports social cohesion and drives economic growth and development.

Bologna Process and Higher Education Reforms

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2005
Croatia
ISCED 4+
Curriculum
National
Unknown

Encouragement of student mobility, both incoming and outgoing, through
exchanges and partnerships within the European Higher Education Area.

The aim of the reform was to align highter education programmes according to the
Bologna Process.
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Legislative Changes in Primary and Secondary Education

Year: 2000
Country: Croatia

Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Kind/Type: Unknown

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: Decentralisation of funding and management.

Aim: The reform aimed at the realisation of the rights of national minority children to the

appropriate education, greater school and teacher autonomy, and an increase of
advice and guidance
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Age Reform for Access to Compulsory Primary Education

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2024

Cyprus

ISCED O

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

Gradual transition to free pre-primary education beginning at age 4 (down from 4
years and 8 months).

Improve access to early education and provide families the choice between public
and private settings.

Transition to Modern, Inclusive Schooling Initiative

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2024

Cyprus

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Curriculum
National

Unknown

Anti-racist policy, human rights and health education, gender equality promotion,
continuation of special education reforms, policies for students with an immigrant
background, and comprehensive sex education.

To build a more inclusive and respectful school environment through policies that
embrace diversity and promote equality across all dimensions of student identity.
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Amending (No. 2) Regulations on the Operation of Public Secondary Schools

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2023

Cyprus

ISCED 3

System of evaluation / exams reform
National

Unknown

The abolition of uniform written assessments at the end of each quarter, with a
uniform final written exam replacing it at the end of the course in May. The reforms
aim to provide a more integrated, modern, and pedagogically sound assessment
system.

The aim of this reform is to improve the assessment system at the upper secondary
school level. It seeks to increase teaching time and create a more modern and
reliable student assessment system, based on pedagogical criteria.

Exemption of European Disability Card Holders from Tuition Fees in
Educational Programs

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2023

Cyprus

ISCED 3

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

The exemption of the holders of the European Disability Card from the tuition fees
in educational programs of the Ministry

Aims at the social integration of people with disabilities and for their easier access
to education.

Greek Language and Mediation Support Programme for Migrant Students

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2022

Cyprus

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Unknown
Regional
Unknown

Greek language lessons tailored to non-native speakers and employment of trained
migrant mediators

To support the integration of third-country migrant students into the Cypriot
education system by improving their Greek language skills and facilitating
communication between schools and migrant families.
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Establishment of Framework and Mechanisms for Dialogue Regarding
Education Reform

Year: 2022
Country: Cyprus
Educational Level: ISCED 4+

Kind/Type: Teacher Recruitment

Coverage: Regional

Evaluation: Negative

Key Actions: To implement this reform, three councils were established, one of which was the

Higher Education Council, tasked with overseeing and guiding the reforms in the
higher education sector. Measures included the creation of new public universities
and the establishment of private universities to expand access to higher education.
Additionally, the introduction of distance and continuing education programs was a
significant step, providing more flexible learning opportunities for students and
promoting lifelong learning.

Aim: This reform, based on the Council of Ministers' Decision (No. 61.602), focused on
addressing several issues in higher education. It aimed to promote lifelong learning
through open and distance learning opportunities, expand the number of public
universities, and establish private universities in Cyprus. The reform was designed
to modernize and enhance the higher education system, ensuring it met
contemporary educational needs and contributed to the development of Cyprus as
an educational hub in the region.

Evaluation ReferenceKlerides, E., & Philippou, S. (2015). Cyprus: Exploring educational reform
2004-2014. Education in the European Union: post-2003 member states. London:
Bloomsbury.

Cyprus Recovery and Resilience Plan (RRP) 2021-2026

Year: 2021
Country: Cyprus
Educational Level: ISCED 0

Kind/Type: Laws / regulation of access reform, Curriculum

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: Use of EU Technical Support Instrument (TSI) for implementation. Infrastructure
development and expansion of services for ages 0-6.

Aim: Enhance availability, quality, accessibility, affordability, and inclusiveness of ECEC

for children aged 0-6. Address gaps in early childcare, particularly for children under
3. Shift from informal/private care to more formal, supported ECEC infrastructure.
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National Reform Programme for Reducing Early School Dropouts

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2011

Cyprus

ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3
Curriculum

National

Positive

Psychological support and counseling services, special induction programs for
migrant students, early identification of literacy problems using diagnostic tools,
increase in teaching staff, especially in special education, free breakfast for eligible
primary students and greater emphasis on inclusion, sex education, and support for
rural schools

Aims to reduce early school dropout rates by 2020 through the modernization and
restructuring of the education system across all levels.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.mof.gov.cy/mof/dggrowth/dggrowth.nsf/all/AFB9183796C22CCBC2258

B2B0026D750/$file/NRP%202022.pdf

Adjustments for Special Needs Students in Final Exams

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2006

Cyprus

ISCED 3

System of evaluation / exams reform, Special Education Reform
National

Unknown

The reform allows students with special needs to have adjustments during their
final exams, ensuring that these students can participate on an equal footing with
their peers. This includes providing accommodations that address the individual
needs of the students in the exam setting.

The aim of this reform is to ensure that students with special needs are provided
with necessary adjustments to participate equally in the final upper secondary
exams. This reform guarantees their official rights and ensures equity and fairness
in the exam process for all students.

Digital Upgrade Path by TEPAK for Sustainable Assessment in Higher

Education

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:

Coverage:

2005
Cyprus
ISCED 4+
Curriculum

National
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Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Unknown

To achieve these aims, the project involved developing integrated training materials
in the field of digital assessment. This was designed to support both academic staff
and researchers in adapting to and applying new digital evaluation techniques. The
DigComp Edu Framework for Higher Education was utilized as a guiding tool to
build digital readiness and to provide a systematic approach to digital evaluation.
Furthermore, the project aimed to promote faculty development in digital
assessment to improve their pedagogical skills in a digital learning environment.
The aim of the DigitalHElights project, undertaken by TEPAK (Technological
University of Cyprus), was to transform assessment practices in higher education to
be more sustainable by focusing on digital readiness, resilience, and competence. It
specifically aimed at enhancing faculty members' digital skills related to assessment
and supporting their pedagogical development in using digital media. The project
aimed to improve the quality of education by increasing the digital competencies of
academic staff, helping them implement effective digital evaluation strategies in
their teaching.

Special Education Reform - Education and Training of Children with Special

Needs Law

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

1999

Cyprus

ISCED O

Laws / regulation of access reform, Curriculum, Special Education Reform
National

Negative

Institutional commitment to early intervention and inclusive education practices.

Extend state responsibility for inclusive education to children with special needs
from age 3 to 18. Improve early identification, education, and training of children
with special needs. Ensure equal educational opportunities in pre-primary
education.

Evaluation ReferenceAngelides, P., Charalambous, C., & Vrasidas, C. (2004). Reflections on policy and

practice of inclusive education in preprimary schools in Cyprus. European Journal
of Special Needs Education, 19(2), 211-223.

Education and Training of Children with Special Needs

Year:
Country:
Educational Level:

Kind/Type:

Coverage:
Evaluation:
Key Actions:
Aim:

1999
Cyprus
ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Curriculum, Laws / regulation of access reform, System of Evaluation / exams
reforms, Special Education Reform
National

Negative
Introduction of exam accommodations for students with special needs.

The aim is to regulate and improve the framework for the education and training of
children with special needs, ensuring they receive appropriate support and inclusion
within the school system.
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Evaluation Referencehttps://easpd.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/Factsheets/CountrySheet_CY_English.pdf
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Additional funding to support SEN students

Year: 2020
Country: Czech Republic
Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Kind/Type: Special Education Reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: The reform provided additional support to students with specific needs were
allocated funding to cover the expenses of these measures.

Aim: Aimed to support students with special education needs during COVID-19
lockdown.

Reforma inkluzivniho vzd lavani

Year: 2016
Country: Czech Republic
Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Kind/Type: Special Education Reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: Schools were provided with extra funding to support teaching assistants, acquire
educational materials, and offer psychological services.

Aim: The reform aimed to enhance support for students with special education needs.
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Czech School Inspection ( SI) Strategy

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2014

Czech Republic
ISCED Unknown
Unknown
National
Unknown
Unknown.

Aimed to strengthen external evaluation for school improvement.

The Strategy for Education Policy of the Czech Republic

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2014

Czech Republic

ISCED 3

System of evaluation / exams reform

National

Unknown

Updating the framework for Secondary Vocational education.

Aimed to enhance compliance of the education programmes with the National
Register of Qualifications System.

Innovation of the Framework Educational Programme of Pre-primary

education

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2012

Czech Republic

ISCED 0

Curriculum

National

Unknown

Curriculum revision, stakeholder involvement.

The aim of the reform was to modernize curriculum, shift towards a holistic
child-centred approach, better prepare children for a smooth transition to school
and to reinforce inclusive practices within pre-primary education settings.
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School leaving examinations

Year: 2011
Country: Czech Republic
Educational Level: ISCED 3

Kind/Type: System of evaluation / exams reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: The standardized exams are offered in different levels of difficulty, allowing students
to select the level that aligns with their abilities and future plans.

Aim: To introduce a common, standardized component to the Maturita exam, ensuring

consistency across all secondary schools and enhancing the exam's objectivity and
comparability. To address disparities in exam difficulty and assessment criteria
among different schools, thereby promoting fairness in evaluating student
performance.

Standardized tests in grades 5 and 9

Year: 2011
Country: Czech Republic
Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Kind/Type: System of evaluation / exams reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: Development of Standardized Tests.

Aim: The aim was to create national educational standards, provide data for further

analysis and policy development, feedback to students, and hold schools
accountable for student achievement.

Inclusive Education Support Centres

Year: 2009
Country: Czech Republic
Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Unknown

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: Creation of support centres, individualised support plans, ressource allocation.

Aim: The aim of the reform was to assess the conditions for inclusive education in
compulsory education and provide support to schools to better address individual
learning.

% STRIDE



Revision of the Framework Education Programme

Year:

Country:

Educational Level:

Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Metodika 2006

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Reforma odborného vzd

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2007

Czech Republic

ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Curriculum

National

Unknown

Provided more time for curricular innovation and embedment of 21st century
competencies alongside traditional subjects.

The aim was to align expected learning outcomes with the National Register of
Qualifications.

2006

Czech Republic

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

System of evaluation / exams reform
National

Unknown

The creation of a database system of both theoretical and practical support for
teachers. The Centre for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement (CERMAT)
was established in 2006 as a state organization responsible for developing
standardized assessments, notably the revised school-leaving examination.

Its primary aim was to establish a comprehensive evaluation framework that
balanced increased school autonomy with systematic assessment mechanisms.

s

lavani

2004

Czech Republic

ISCED 3

Curriculum

National

Unknown

Updating of vocational school curriculum.

Partly aimed to align vocational education with employer needs.
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National Programme for Development of Education in Czech Republic

Year: 2001
Country: Czech Republic
Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Kind/Type: Curriculum, System of evaluation / exams reform, Teacher Recruitment

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Negative

Key Actions: Introduction of national standards, school autonomy, standardized secondary
school leaving assessment, enhancement of teacher training, decentralization.

Aim: The aim of the reform was to transition from a centrally controlled, ideologically

driven system to one that fosters individual development and aligns with democratic
values and ensure equal access to quality education for all students, regardless of
background, and reduce disparities within the system.

Evaluation Referencel) Strakova, J., & Simonov4, J. (2013). Assessment in the school systems of the
Czech Republic. Assessment in Education: Principles, Policy & Practice, 20(4),
470-490. https://doi.org/10.1080/0969594X.2013.787970
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Government green

paper to ensure more skilled workers in the

healthcare system and elderly care, 2024

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Room for diversity

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2024
Denmark
ISCED 3
Unknown
National
Unknown

The reform proposes a permanent increase in funding for Basic Health Care
Colleges offering social and health care training programs. These colleges will have
the autonomy to allocate the additional funding based on local needs, such as
introducing mentoring schemes, providing homework assistance for vulnerable
students, investing in welfare technology, or enhancing the competencies of
teachers.

The reform aims to address the increasing demand for qualified social and health
care staff by improving the quality of training programs and ensuring a more
sustainable workforce in healthcare and elderly care. It seeks to reduce the high
drop-out rate and low application rates in social and health care training programs.

in the community - LGBTI action plan 2022-2025

2022

Denmark

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Curriculum, Teacher recruitment, requirement reform
National

Unknown

Survey of LGBT+ Students' Well-being, provide information, counselling, and
support, and providing webinars aimed at educating pedagogical staff and teachers
on rights, equal treatment, diversity, and anti-discrimination practices with a focus
on gender and sexual orientation, to promote inclusive learning environments and
enhance the well-being of LGBT+ students.
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Aim: The reform aims to ensure that LGBT+ children and young people experience
acceptance and support within schools, institutions, and society, fostering an
environment where they can thrive without being hindered by discrimination or
rejection based on their sexual orientation or gender identity.

Action plan against anti-Semitism

Year: 2022
Country: Denmark

Educational Level: ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Curriculum, Teacher recruitment, requirement reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: The reform includes changes to the primary school history curriculum, making the

teaching of the Holocaust compulsory alongside the August Uprising and the
Jewish Action of 1943. Additionally, the history curriculum for upper secondary
education will also be updated to ensure that the Holocaust and other genocides
are taught as mandatory subjects.

Aim: The reform aims to equip Danish children and young people with the knowledge
and awareness to speak out against anti-Semitism and all forms of intolerance. It
emphasizes the importance of understanding the Holocaust and its connection to
hate crimes, conflicts, and genocide, especially as firsthand accounts of these
events will soon no longer be available.

Executive Order on Admission to Full-Time University Programmes

Year: 2022
Country: Denmark

Educational Level: ISCED 4+

Kind/Type: Laws / regulation of access reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: The measure allows educational institutions to provide special conditions or

accommodations for entrance exams to applicants with disabilities or those who
speak a language other than Danish, as long as these accommodations do not alter
the core purpose or objectives of the exam.

Aim: The reform aims to ensure that applicants with physical or mental disabilities, as
well as those whose mother tongue is not Danish, are provided with equal
opportunities during entrance and admission examinations, ensuring fairness and
inclusivity.
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Executive Order on Admission to Business Academy Degree Programmes
and Professional Bachelor's Degree Programmes

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2021

Denmark

ISCED 4+

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

The measure allows educational institutions to offer special conditions or
accommodations during entrance exams for applicants with disabilities or those
who speak a language other than Danish, as long as these accommodations do not
alter the fundamental purpose of the examination.

The reform aims to ensure that applicants with physical or mental disabilities, as
well as those whose mother tongue is not Danish, are provided with equal
opportunities during entrance and admission examinations, ensuring they are not
disadvantaged in comparison to other applicants.

The Act on Preparatory Basic Education

Year:
Country:
Educational Level:

Kind/Type:

Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2019
Denmark
ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Curriculum, Laws / regulation of access reform, System of evaluation / exams
reform, Special education reform, Teacher recruitment, requirement reform
National

Unknown

Teaching is highly differentiated to meet individual student needs, and students with
disabilities are supported with assistive devices and accessible learning materials.
The program also offers scholarships, which vary based on the participant's age,
living situation, and whether they have children. While mentoring is built into the
program, it is not provided as a separate service. There is an introductory phase
(up to two weeks) to tailor the program to each student's needs.

The goal is to help students either progress to further education or gain
qualifications for employmen and help to reduce the risk of their long-term exclusion
from education and employment.

Executive Order on Pedagogical Objectives and Content in Six Curriculum

Themes

Year:
Country:
Educational Level:

Kind/Type:

2018
Denmark
ISCED 0

Curriculum

7 STRIDE



Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown
Key Actions: Unknown.
Aim: The order emphasizes that the pedagogical learning environment should promote

inclusive communities where diversity is valued as a strength and supports
democratic formation. It should also ensure all children can participate equally in
diverse communities, experience both their own and others' cultural backgrounds,
and engage in varied cultural activities that foster imagination, creativity, curiosity,
and hands-on learning with different tools and media.

The Act on Upper Secondary Education

Year: 2016
Country: Denmark

Educational Level: ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Curriculum, Laws / regulation of access reform, System of evaluation / exams
reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: The measure involves shaping the education programs and institutional culture to

be rooted in principles of freedom of thought, equality, and democracy. The
teaching and daily life within institutions are designed to enhance students’
understanding of human rights, gender equality, and the significance of both
individual and collective contributions to societal development. This approach also
emphasizes awareness of local, European, and global perspectives.

Aim: The reform aims to prepare students for active participation in a democratic society
by fostering an understanding of co-determination, co-responsibility, rights, and
duties. It seeks to promote values of freedom, equality, and democracy, ensuring
students are equipped with the knowledge and respect for fundamental freedoms,
human rights, and gender equality.

Executive Order on Examinations and Tests in Professional and Vocational
Higher Education

Year: 2012
Country: Denmark

Educational Level: ISCED 4+

Kind/Type: System of evaluation / exams reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: The measure allows educational institutions to grant exemptions or special

conditions for exams to students with disabilities, ensuring equality without altering
the academic level of the exams. Additionally, the reform mandates that institutions
issue new documentation with updated personal data for individuals who provide
evidence of a legal gender change.
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Aim:

The Day Care Act

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

The reform aims to ensure that students with physical or mental disabilities are
given equal opportunities to complete their exams by allowing special conditions,
while maintaining the academic level of the exams. It also ensures that individuals
who have legally changed their gender can receive updated personal
documentation reflecting this change.

2007

Denmark

ISCED 0

Curriculum, Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Contradictory

Identification of six curriculum themes and compulsory daycare in some residential
areas.

The act aims to prevent social exclusion and negative social inheritance by
integrating educational services with broader municipal support for children,
especially those with special needs. It also mandates daycare enroliment for
children from vulnerable areas to improve their Danish language skills, learning
readiness, and familiarity with Danish culture and values.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.uvm.dk/-/media/filer/luvm/aktuelt/pdf22/feb/220223-bilag-3-evalueringsr

apport-til-evalueringen-af-den-styrkede-pdagogiske-Ireplan.pdf

The Act on Specialised Youth Education

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2007

Denmark

ISCED 3

Special Education Reform
National

Unknown

The measure involves offering specially designed youth education programs
tailored to the needs of young people with special needs, focusing on developing
skills necessary for independent living and future educational or career pursuits.
The programs are designed to ensure that these young individuals are equipped
with the necessary tools for active participation in society.

The reform aims to support young people with special needs in acquiring personal,
social, and professional skills that will enable them to participate as independently
and actively as possible in adult life, while also providing them with the foundation
for further education and employment opportunities.
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Executive Order on Vocational Education and Training

Year:
Country:
Educational Level:

Kind/Type:

Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2007
Denmark
ISCED 3

Curriculum, Laws / regulation of access reform, System of evaluation / exams
reform, Teacher recruitment, requirement reform
National

Unknown

The reform mandates that schools provide contact teachers and mentors to support
students or apprentices who need guidance to complete their courses. Additionally,
schools must offer social, personal, or psychological counselling to students who
require it, with the framework for both mentoring and counselling determined by the
school.

The reform aims to ensure that students or apprentices who need additional
support and guidance are provided with the necessary resources to successfully
complete their educational or training programs. It seeks to offer tailored assistance
to those requiring social, personal, or psychological support.

Executive Order on Compulsory Tests in Primary and Lower Secondary
Schools in the School Years 2022/23 to 2025/26,

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2006

Denmark

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

System of evaluation / exams reform
National

Unknown

The measures include assistive devices, extra time, or the use of a helper, tailored
to each pupil's needs.

The aim of the Executive Order is to ensure equal testing conditions for pupils with
mental or physical disabilities and bilingual pupils with limited Danish skills by
allowing special accommodations during tests.

Executive Order on Primary and Lower Secondary School Teaching in
Danish as a Second Language

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2006

Denmark

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown
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Key Actions: Ensuring that bilingual pupils who need language support receive instruction in
Danish as a second language, either at the start of schooling or later.

Aim: Aimed to ensure that bilingual pupils who lack sufficient Danish language skills
receive the necessary language instruction to participate equally in school
education.

Executive Order on Special Grants for Special Educational Assistance, etc.
for Pupils, Course Participants and Participants with Disabilities or Similar
Severe Difficulties

Year: 2006
Country: Denmark

Educational Level: ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Special Education Reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: The measure involves granting funding from the Danish Agency for Education and

Quality, upon application from the relevant school or educational institution. The
funding is specifically intended for special educational assistance for individuals
with functional impairments or similar severe difficulties, as defined by the relevant
educational legislation. This assistance supports students who need additional
resources or adjustments to fully participate in their educational or training
programs.

Aim: The reform aims to provide financial support for special educational assistance to
students, course participants, or individuals with disabilities or severe difficulties,
ensuring they receive the necessary accommodations and resources to succeed in
various educational programs, including upper secondary education, adult
education, and labor market training.

Executive Order on Examinations and Tests at University Programmes

Year: 2004
Country: Denmark

Educational Level: ISCED 4+

Kind/Type: System of evaluation / exams reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: The measure involves granting exemptions or special conditions for exams to

students with disabilities or those for whom Danish is not the first language,
ensuring that these adjustments do not affect the academic level of the exam.
Additionally, universities are required to issue new documentation with updated
personal data for individuals who provide proof of a legal gender change.

Aim: The reform aims to ensure that students with physical or mental disabilities, as well
as those whose mother tongue is not Danish, are given equal opportunities to
succeed in university exams by providing necessary exemptions or special
conditions without altering the academic integrity of the tests. It also ensures that
students who have undergone a legal gender change can receive updated
documentation reflecting their new personal data.
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The Act on Special Pedagogical Support

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2000

Denmark

ISCED 4+

Special education reform
National

Unknown

The measure involves providing the necessary support and accommodations to
students with disabilities who are admitted to higher education programs or
preparatory courses, ensuring they have the same opportunities to succeed as
other students.

The reform aims to ensure that students with physical or mental disabilities can
complete higher education programs on equal terms with other students, regardless
of their disability, promoting inclusivity and equal access to education.

The Act on Primary and Lower Secondary Education

Year:
Country:
Educational Level:

Kind/Type:

Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

1993
Denmark
ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Curriculum, Laws / regulation of access reform, System of evaluation / exams
reform, Special education reform, Teacher recruitment, requirement reform
National

Unknown

Supporting children with special needs by providing special education to those
requiring over nine hours of extra help per week, preferably within ordinary schools
to promote inclusion.

A key goal is to prepare pupils for active participation in a democratic society, with
school life guided by principles of freedom, equality, and democracy.
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Total reforms: 5

National Scholarship Programme

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2015

England

ISCED 4+

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Positive

Key measures include setting national targets (e.g., doubling disadvantaged
entrants by 2015 vs. 2009, and increasing BME participation by 20%), requiring
Access and Participation Plans for institutions charging higher tuition fees, and
linking these to the Teaching Excellence Framework. Oversight shifted from OFFA
to the Office for Students (OfS), which now sets national goals focused on access,
course quality, completion rates, and graduate outcomes such as employability.
The aim is to widen participation in higher education by increasing access,
progression, and successful degree completion among underrepresented and
disadvantaged groups, ensuring equal opportunities for all who can benefit from
higher education.

Evaluation ReferenceNi Chorcora, E., Bray, A., & Banks, J. (2023). A systematic review of widening

Pupil Premium

Year:

Country:

Educational Level:

Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

participation: Exploring the effectiveness of outreach programmes for students in
second-level schools. Review of Education, 11, e3406.
https://doi.org/10.1002/rev3.3406

2011

England

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulation of access reform, System of evaluation / exams reform
National

Contradictory
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Key Actions:

Aim:

The reform allocates additional funding to schools based on the number of pupils
eligible for free school meals or those who have been looked after by the state for
over six months. Schools have the flexibility to use the funding as they see fit,
including investing in teaching activities, attendance and behaviour programs,
personal development initiatives, or parental engagement strategies.
Evidence-based guidance for head teachers highlights the importance of hiring
high-quality teachers, providing targeted tuition, and improving school attendance
and extracurricular activities such as breakfast clubs to maximize the impact of the
funding.

The aim of the Pupil Premium policy is to reduce the attainment gap between
children from low-income families and their peers by providing additional funding to
schools. The funding is intended to help support students who are eligible for free
school meals or who have been in state care, ultimately improving their educational
outcomes and closing the achievement gap.

Evaluation Referencel) GORARD, Stephen. What is the evidence on the impact of Pupil Premium

funding on school intakes and attainment by age 16 in England?. British
Educational Research Journal, 2022, vol. 48, no 3, p. 446-468.

The 16 to 19 Bursary Fund

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2011

England

ISCED 3

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Contradictory

The reform offers two types of bursaries: 1) Bursaries for defined vulnerable
groups. 2) Discretionary Bursaries, which are awarded by institutions based on their
own policies, aligned with funding rules. Eligibility for bursaries is determined by
factors such as age, residency status, educational provision, and specific conditions
like being an asylum-seeker.

The aim of the 16 to 19 Bursary scheme is to provide financial support to eligible
students in order to help them meet the costs of education-related expenses, such
as travel, books, and essential equipment, ensuring that financial barriers do not
prevent participation in education for vulnerable groups.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.gov.uk/government/publications/evaluation-of-the-16-to-19-bursary-fun

The Equality Act

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

d-year-1-report

2010

England

ISCED 0

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown
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Key Actions:

Aim:

Sure Start

Year:

Country:

Educational Level:

Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

The measure involves educational institutions being legally required to develop and
implement policies that eliminate discrimination based on the nine protected
characteristics (e.g., disability, gender reassignment, race, etc.). The Public Sector
Equality Duty (PSED) establishes regulations for schools at national, regional, and
local levels to adhere to the principles of equality. Additionally, Ofsted school
inspections monitor compliance with these regulations to ensure the Equality Act
(2010) is being effectively implemented in the education system.

The aim of the reform is to eradicate bias and discrimination in educational
institutions based on nine protected characteristics, fostering an inclusive and equal
environment. The reform aims to promote good relationships among people with
different characteristics and ensure equality in schools, as outlined in the Equality
Act (2010).

1998

England

ISCED 0

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Positive

The reform involved the creation of Sure Start Local Programmes (SSLPSs) in areas
of deprivation, which were universally accessible within these areas to avoid
stigmatization. Local autonomy was given to tailor services to community needs. In
2005-06, SSLPs were rebranded as Sure Start Children's Centres (SSCCs),
integrated into local authority control, and required to follow a more standardized
model of service delivery, though still allowing for local variations.

The aim of the Sure Start policy was to improve the life chances of pre-school
children living in deprived neighborhoods by providing local initiatives, outreach
programs, and children's centers. The goal was to reduce the risks these children
faced, such as early school leaving, unemployment, and poor health outcomes,
while addressing the intergenerational transmission of poverty and exclusion.

Evaluation Referencel) https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7f4c6a40f0b6230268ea73/The_

impact_of_Sure_Start_local_programmes_on_7-year-olds_and_their_families.pdf
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Preschool Childcare Institutions Act

Year: 2024
Country: Estonia

Educational Level: ISCED 0

Kind/Type: Curriculum

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: Starting 1 September 2024, all municipal kindergartens in Estonia must conduct

educational activities in Estonian. Only private or specially permitted municipal
kindergartens may use another language. Estonian-medium kindergartens must
integrate Estonian language learning into daily educational activities and provide
individual language support as needed, although the exact methodologies and
supports are determined locally.

Aim: The aim is to support the transition to Estonian-medium education and improve
school readiness by ensuring that children in kindergartens acquire sufficient
Estonian language skills, particularly those with a different home language.

Act on Early Childhood Education and Childcare

Year: 2024
Country: Estonia

Educational Level: ISCED 0

Kind/Type: Curriculum, Teacher recruitment, requirement reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: From 1 January 2025, childcare services will be incorporated into the ECEC system

under a new law, standardising quality requirements across services. Measures
include a unified qualification system for early childhood educators, mandatory
continuous professional development, and a framework for cooperation among
local governments, institutions, and families to support children's development and
ensure consistent service delivery.
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Aim:

The aim is to ensure universal access to high-quality early childhood education and
care (ECEC) for all children aged 18 months to 7 years by integrating childcare and
preschool education into a single, cohesive system.

Amendments to the Education Act the Basic Schools and Upper Secondary
Schools Act, and the Vocational Educational Institutions Act

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2024

Estonia

ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3
Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

The reform includes legislative amendments to raise the learning obligation to age
18, introduce five diverse post-basic learning pathways (including a new
preparatory program), enhance student support services, improve transition
systems between education levels, increase the attractiveness of vocational
education, and define the roles of students, parents, schools, and the state more
clearly. It will apply to students entering 9th grade in the 2025/26 school year.

The reform aims to reduce dropout rates and ensure that all young people acquire
an upper secondary or vocational qualification by extending compulsory education
from age 17 to 18, thus improving youth employability and lowering the proportion
of those with low educational attainment.

Vocational Education and Training Reform

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2024

Estonia

ISCED 3

Curriculum, Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

Measures include establishing legal bases for offering paid VET alongside free
education, ensuring alignment with labor market needs and creating connections
between upper secondary courses and credit points in VET and higher education.
The aim of this reform is to strengthen vocational education and training (VET) in
Estonia, making it a more competitive and attractive option for students. The goal is
to enable VET graduates to successfully enter the labor market and, if desired,
pursue further studies in higher education. This aligns with the extension of
compulsory education and aims to address the skills gap in the workforce while
increasing educational opportunities.
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Amendments to the Standard of Higher Education

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2024
Estonia
ISCED 4+
Curriculum
National
Unknown

The reform introduces revised learning outcomes at all higher education levels,
integrating both professional and generic competences. It adds skills like digital
proficiency, self-management, and adaptability. Higher education institutions must
adopt modern teaching methods that foster both professional and general skills.
The reform will be implemented in stages, starting in the 2024/2025 academic year,
with full compliance expected by 2026.

The reform aims to align higher education programmes with job market demands,
ensuring that graduates possess the skills needed for successful careers. It focuses
on improving the quality of teaching and learning outcomes.

Estonian Study Allowance Reform

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2024

Estonia

ISCED 4+

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

From the academic year 2024/2025, the needs-based study allowance rates will
increase to 150, 270, and 440 per month, depending on the student's and their
family's average income. Students can apply for means-tested study grants, special
assistance, and student loans.

The reform aims to provide enhanced financial support to students from financially
disadvantaged backgrounds, helping them cover the costs of higher education.

National Curriculum Reform for Basic and Upper Secondary Schools

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2023

Estonia

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Curriculum
National, Regional

Unknown
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Key Actions:

Aim:

Reducing learning content in several subjects to allow deeper learning. Diversifying
language learning, including expanded Estonian as a second language and more
foreign language options. Granting teachers more autonomy in designing
school-level curricula.

The aim of the reform is to promote a learner-centred approach by empowering
teachers to support the development of general competences, reduce student and
teacher workload, and better align education content with societal changes and
labour market needs. It supports the broader Education Strategy 2021-2035 by
encouraging more flexibility, subject integration, and updated learning outcomes.

Digitization of state exams

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2023

Estonia

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

System of evaluation / exams reform
Regional

Unknown

Conducting trial e-exams for students in grades 9 and 12 to test technical and
administrative readiness. Surveying schools to assess infrastructure and
accommodations for students with special educational needs.

The aim is to transition from paper-based to electronic exams in basic and upper
secondary education in Estonia to ensure more objective, efficient, secure, and
accessible assessment, and to enable better use of learning analytics.

Estonian Vocational Education Reform

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2023

Estonia

ISCED 3

Curriculum, Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

Measures include focusing on the right to education, increased employer
involvement, recognition of diverse learning methods, and reduced regulation.
These changes support lifelong learning principles, increase coherence with labor
market needs, and introduce micro-qualifications. The reform aims to create
personalized learning experiences and pathways to accommodate a range of
learners' needs.

This reform updates the Estonaian Vocational Educational Law. The reform aims to
enhance flexibility in vocational education and training (VET), better align VET with
labor market needs, and improve lifelong learning. It seeks to empower learners by
giving them more freedom and responsibility, while also addressing the weaknesses
in the current VET system. Additionally, the reform aims to incorporate
competencies required for the green transition and to introduce micro-qualifications,
making VET a more attractive and adaptable learning pathway.
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Transition to Estonian-Language Education

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2022

Estonia

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Teacher Recruitment, recuirement reform
National, Regional

Unknown

Starting from 1 September 2025, teachers, head teachers, school leaders, and
support specialists must meet the required Estonian language proficiency level (B2
for teachers, C1 for school leaders and specialists). Those not meeting the
requirements will not be eligible for indefinite work contracts. The reform includes
language learning support through courses funded by EU structural funds and
consultations from the Language Inspectorate to help educational staff meet the
proficiency requirements. To increase the appeal of the teaching profession, the
minimum pay for teachers will rise from 1,412 to 1,749, a 23.9% increase, with
additional flexibility in salary distribution through a differentiation fund.

The reform aims to improve the proficiency of teaching staff in Estonian to support
the transition to Estonian-medium education. It seeks to ensure that all teachers,
school leaders, and support specialists meet specific language proficiency
standards (B2 or C1) by 1 September 2025. This ensures that educators can
effectively contribute to the Estonian language learning environment and set an
example for students. Additionally, the reform aims to make teaching a more
attractive profession by increasing teacher salaries.

Supporting young people to succeed - building capacities to better integrate
non-formal and formal learning

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2021

Estonia

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Curriculum
National

Unknown

Between 2021-2023, a framework was developed to describe, assess, and
recognize skills gained in non-formal settings. Key outcomes include a legal and
funding framework, policy guidelines, and an implementation plan. The integration
approach was piloted in schools, with stakeholder involvement and teacher training
to support practical application.

The reform aims to integrate non-formal learning (e.g. extracurricular and hobby
education) with formal education in order to create a more flexible and
student-centered education system that better acknowledges diverse learning
experiences.
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Merger of upper secondary schools for adults with VET schools

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2019

Estonia

ISCED 3

Laws / regulation of access reform
Regional

Unknown

The reform includes the partial integration of adult upper secondary schools with
vocational schools, with five schools already merged and additional negotiations
underway. This integration aims to improve learning conditions by offering students
more educational options and creating a more flexible and efficient system. It also
reduces redundant school spaces and optimizes the use of resources. The reform
increases the flexibility of part-time upper secondary education, making it more
accessible to both adult learners and young people, the latter of whom have shown
increased participation in these programs. Additionally, a study is planned to assess
the effects of the merger on educational outcomes and system efficiency.

The aim of this reform is to improve the accessibility, flexibility, and efficiency of
adult upper secondary education in Estonia by integrating adult upper secondary
schools with vocational schools. This integration is designed to enhance learning
conditions, offer more educational options, and optimize the use of educational
resources, benefiting both adult learners and younger students. Additionally, it
seeks to accommodate the diverse needs of adult learners, especially those looking
for flexible study options.
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Action plan to strengthening basic skills and language skills

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2022

Finland

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Unknown

National

Negative

The measures outlined in the plan involve adapting pedagogy, organizing teaching
more effectively, and providing additional support for learning. Additionally, the plan
will explore the need for potential legislative or structural changes to better
accommodate these learners and ensure they receive the necessary support.

The aim of the reform is to provide targeted support to help these students integrate
successfully into the school system.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.karvi.fi/sites/default/files/sites/default/files/documents/KARVI_1922.pdf

Action plan to prevent bullying

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2021

Finland

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Unknown

National

Negative

The key measures of the reform include the implementation of various actions
during the government term, with a particular emphasis on staff and management
training in early childhood education and care and schools. These training
programs will focus on promoting wellbeing, fostering a peaceful working
environment, and improving skills to address issues such as loneliness and
bullying.
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Aim:

The primary aim of the action plan is to enhance the wellbeing of children and
young people, create peaceful educational environments, and strengthen
pedagogical competence in preventing loneliness and bullying. Over the next three
years, the action plan focuses on further training for staff and management in both
early childhood education and care as well as schools.

Evaluation Referencehttps://media.unesco.org/sites/default/files/webform/ed3002/156_KiVa_Antibullying

_Program__1.pdf

New Act on Compuslory education

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2021

Finland

ISCED 3

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Positive

The reform mandates guidance and tracking by education providers and
municipalities, and establishes preparatory education for students struggling to
transition into upper secondary education.

The aim is to make upper secondary education universally accessible and
compulsory, ensuring continued education after the basic level.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news/finland-extension-compulsory-education-c

Right to Learn

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

omes-effect#:~:text=The%20new%20Act%200n%20Compulsory,early%20as%20in
%20the%20spring

2020

Finland

ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Teacher recruitment, requirement reform
National

Unknown

The reform includes measures such as reducing ECEC client fees, piloting
compulsory pre-primary education from age five, improving staff-to-child ratios, and
implementing a two-year pre-primary education trial. It also focuses on enhancing
the quality of ECEC and ensuring greater flexibility and support in early learning
pathways.

The primary aim of the reform is to reduce educational inequality, enhance
children's learning and well-being, and strengthen early education to provide equal
opportunities for all children.
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Programme to Develop Quality and Equality in Vocational Education and

Training

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2020
Finland
ISCED 3
Unknown
National
Unknown

The measures include substantial financial investment, improved student support
systems, inclusive and flexible pedagogy, targeted special needs guidance,
reorganization of provider practices, and initiatives to enhance student well-being
and community involvement.

The aim is to promote equality and inclusion in vocational education by improving
quality and reducing disparities in learning outcomes tied to background factors.

Act on Early Childhood Education and Care

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2018

Finland

ISCED 0

Special education reform
National

Needs for adjustment

Measures include establishing standards for ECEC quality (staff qualifications,
ratios, and learning environment), requiring services to follow a national core
curriculum and making municipalities responsible for providing and ensuring the
quality of ECEC services.

The aim of the reform is to ensure all children have access to high-quality early
childhood education and care, promoting inclusion, equality, and a positive learning
environment.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.karvi.fi/sites/default/files/sites/default/files/documents/FINEEC_T1821.

pdf

General upper secondary education reform

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2017

Finland

ISCED 3

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown
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Key Actions: The reform includes flexible and personalized study pathways, strengthened
student counselling and support services, cross-curricular studies, cooperation with
higher education institutions, and the introduction of one-year preparatory education
for immigrant students to build required language and academic skills.

Aim: The aim of the reform is to enhance the appeal and effectiveness of general upper
secondary education and to better support students' transition to higher education,
while also ensuring immigrant students are prepared for academic success.

Basic Education Act

Year: 2015
Country: Finland
Educational Level: ISCED 0

Kind/Type: Laws / regulation of access reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: The legislative change in the Basic Education Act mandates one year of
pre-primary education for all children before they begin primary education.

Aim: The primary aim of the reform is to provide equal opportunities for early education.

National Core Curriculum for Instruction Preparing for Basic Education

Year: 2015
Country: Finland
Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Curriculum

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: The reform established preparatory education groups, offering courses in Finnish,

Swedish, or native languages, with instruction hours varying by age group. It also
allowed students to transition to basic education once they could keep up with the
curriculum, regardless of completing the required hours. Additionally, new national
core curricula for upper secondary education and vocational training preparatory
education were implemented to support immigrant students.

Aim: The aim of the reform is to better integrate immigrant students, especially refugees,
into the Finnish education system by providing equal opportunities, promoting
inclusion, and supporting their educational participation.
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Student financial Aid Reform

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2014

Finland

ISCED 4+

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Needs for adjustment

The measures consist of study grants, housing supplements, and state-guaranteed
student loans, with eligibility and amounts tailored to students' financial situations
and personal backgrounds.

The aim is to promote equal access to education by alleviating financial barriers for
students.

Evaluation Referencehttps://okm.fi/en/quality-and-equality-in-vocational-education-and-training

Student welfare act

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2013

Finland

ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3
Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Positive

The reform includes provisions for mandatory access to school health care,
psychological services, and social support. It also emphasizes the involvement of
students and their guardians in welfare planning and decision-making, promoting
collaboration among school staff and health professionals to address students’
needs.

The aim of the reform is to ensure the well-being of students by providing
comprehensive health and welfare services, focusing on prevention, early
intervention, and creating a safe, supportive school environment.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.karvi.fi/sites/default/files/sites/default/files/documents/Abstract_0518.pd

f

Special ed. Funding reform - three tiered reform

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2011

Finland

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulation of access reform, Special Education Reform
National

Contradictory
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Key Actions:

Aim:

The reform introduced a three-tiered support system that provides differentiated
instruction in regular classrooms, additional support through small group or
one-on-one teaching, and individualized learning plans with specialized services for
students with significant needs. This approach emphasizes early intervention and
comprehensive support before considering external special education placements.
The aim of the reform is to create a more inclusive education system where all
students, including those with learning challenges, receive the support they need
within mainstream schools, preventing unnecessary exclusions and promoting
equal opportunities for education.

Evaluation ReferenceStrém, K., & Hannus-Gullmets, B. (2015). From special (class) teacher to special

educator: The Finnish case. In D. Lansing Cameron, & R. Thygesen (Eds.),
Transitions in the field of special education. Theoretical perspectives and
implications for practice (pp. 115-134). Waxmann Verlag.

Preparatory instruction and guidance for VET (Ammattistartti)

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2010

Finland

ISCED 3

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

Key measures included the implementation and further development of
Ammattistartti and other preparatory VET programs, expansion of on-the-job
training, creation of national recommendations for recognizing prior learning,
increased VET study places, specific enrolment and placement targets, and study
voucher subsidies to improve access to vocational training for adults.

The aim of the reform was to reduce school dropout and social exclusion by
ensuring access to upper secondary education and enhancing vocational education
pathways for both youth and adults.
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Educational Cities

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2019
France
ISCED 3
Unknown
Regional
Negative

Ensuring a seamless educational experience for children and young people,
integrating school and extracurricular activities. The implementation of these
measures involves the establishment of local steering committees comprising
representatives from the aforementioned stakeholders, facilitating coordinated
actions tailored to the specific needs of each territory.

The primary aim of the Educational Cities is to address social inequalities in
education by fostering a comprehensive, locally coordinated approach to support
children and young people aged 0 to 25. This initiative seeks to enhance
educational conditions in disadvantaged communities through the active
collaboration of various stakeholders, including the State, regional and local
authorities, schools, parents, associations, extracurricular staff, and social workers.
By mobilising these groups, the reform aims to ensure coherent educational and
social pathways from early childhood through to professional integration, both within
and beyond the school environment.

Evaluation Referencehttps://injep.fr/publication/evaluation-nationale-des-cites-educatives/?utm

Law for a School of Trust

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2019

France

ISCED 2, ISCED 3

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown
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Key Actions:

Aim:

The reform, which came into effect at the start of the 2020/21 school year,
stipulates that young people aged 16 must remain in some form of education or
training until they turn 18. This requirement includes several forms of engagement,
for instance traditional schooling, apprenticeships, employment, civic service, etc.
The primary aim of this reform was to tackle early school leaving and to ensure that
young people remain engaged in education or training until they reach the age of
18. This policy seeks to reduce dropout rates, enhance educational outcomes, and
improve opportunities for social integration and smooth transitions into the labor
market. By extending compulsory education or training, the reform aims to give
young people the skills and knowledge they need to succeed in the workforce and
to prevent them from falling into unemployment or social exclusion.

School of Confidence

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2017

France

ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2
System of evaluation / exams reform
National

Unknown

Several key measures were introduced as part of the reform, such as increased
autonomy for educational teams, flexible organisation of school time and class size
reduction.

The primary objective of I'Ecole de la confiance was to enhance the quality of
education and reduce inequalities from the earliest stages of schooling. The reform
aimed to support students at risk, particularly in less-favoured areas, by
implementing measures to address difficulties faced in the initial years of education
and to provide tailored support to students requiring assistance.

Priority Education Plan

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2017

France

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulation of access reform, Teacher recruitment, requirement reform
National

Unknown

The plan involved revising the classification of schools into priority education
categories. This new mapping aimed to ensure that schools in areas with higher
levels of social disadvantage received the necessary resources and attention. The
plan encouraged the introduction of collaborative teaching practices. This reform
aimed to enhance teaching methodologies by promoting teamwork among
educators, which was expected to foster a more supportive learning environment
for students.
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Aim:

The primary objective of the Priority Education Plan was to reduce the disparities in
basic skills between students attending schools within priority education networks
and those attending schools outside these networks. Specifically, the goal was to
reduce these differences by 10%. The reform aimed to address the challenges
faced by schools in areas with higher social difficulties, ensuring more equitable
educational opportunities for students from disadvantaged backgrounds.

National Action Plan for the Reception and Support of Migrant Groups

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2017

France

ISCED 4+

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

The reform introduced several key measures to achieve its aim. It mobilized
inspection units and established a national network of specialist academic centres
known as Centres académiques pour la scolarisation des éléves allophones
nouvellement arrivés (CASNAYV), which were set up in 2012. These centres focus
on supporting newly-arrived non-French-speaking students in their educational
integration. Additionally, since 2015, the reform provided migrants with access to
information on their rights via the Welcome Refugees portal, and it allowed migrants
to enroll in university courses specifically aimed at teaching French as a foreign
language.

The primary aim of the reform was to strengthen the education system's support for
recently-arrived students, particularly focusing on minors and other vulnerable
migrant groups. It sought to ensure better integration of these students into the
educational system by providing them with the necessary resources and support.

National Action Plan to Support Migrants

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2015

France

ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3, ISCED 4+
Laws / regulation of access reform

National

Unknown

Educational supervision was reinforced through the mobilization of inspection units
and specialist academic centres known as CASNAV. These centres play a key role
in the timely reception and pedagogical support of non-French-speaking students.
The "Welcome-refugees" online portal, launched in 2015, offers migrants access to
essential information regarding their rights, French as a foreign language courses,
and integration resources. The plan also enhances the recognition of foreign
diplomas and qualifications through ENIC-NARIC centres. Additionally, the PAUSE
programme, introduced in 2017, allocates grants to higher education and public
research institutions willing to host scientists and doctoral students in exile, offering
them temporary academic and financial support.
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Aim:

The main objective of the reform is to ensure equitable access to education and
academic integration for migrants at all levels of the French education system. It
particularly targets recently arrived immigrant students and vulnerable groups, such
as unaccompanied minors. The reform aims to facilitate their reception, support
their educational path, and enhance their socio-professional inclusion. It also seeks
to provide accurate information on migrants' rights and available academic
opportunities, and to promote the recognition of foreign qualifications and
credentials

Priority Education Networks

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2014

France

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

The reform officially established a system of REP, which grouped schools in
disadvantaged areas to provide them with additional resources and support. The
goal was to improve the quality of education and outcomes for students in these
schools by offering a more tailored approach to addressing their needs. This
included resources for both teaching and non-teaching staff to ensure that the
schools were adequately staffed and equipped to address the specific needs of
students from low socio-economic backgrounds.

The primary aim of the Priority Education Networks (REP) reform was to create
better learning environments for students from low socio-economic backgrounds. It
focused on addressing the disparities in educational outcomes between students
from disadvantaged areas and their more privileged peers. The reform also sought
to ensure that schools in these areas received adequate resources and support,
with the goal of improving educational equity. Additionally, the reform emphasized
the importance of training and retaining quality teaching and non-teaching staff to
ensure a high standard of education in REP schools.

United Against School Dropout

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2014

France

ISCED 3

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

Development of systems to track students at risk of dropping out and monitor their
progress anbd providing students with additional opportunities to qualify through
remedial education or re-engagement programs.
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Aim:

The primary aim of this reform is to prevent early school leaving and reduce school
dropout rates, particularly at the lower secondary education level. It focuses on
providing educational support to students at risk of leaving school prematurely and
aims to ensure better school retention. The reform also seeks to develop stronger
partnerships, especially with local and regional authorities, to address the needs of
young people who have already left education.

Law on the Guidance and Planning for the Restructuring of the Republic's

Schools

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2013

France

ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3, ISCED 4+

Laws / regulation of access reform, Teacher recruitment, requirement reform
National

Unknown

The reform emphasized early childhood education by increasing the enroliment of
children under three years old in nursery schools, particularly in disadvantaged
areas. Furthermore, the reform created the Higher Schools of Teaching and
Education (Ecoles supérieures du professorat et de I'éducation - ESPE) to enhance
the initial and ongoing training of teachers. This initiative aimed to professionalize
teacher education and ensure that educators are well-equipped to meet diverse
student needs. Additionally, the reform focused on integrating digital tools into the
classroom to modernize teaching methods and prepare students for a
technology-driven world. It also sought to improve the school climate by promoting
citizenship education and implementing measures to prevent and address school
violence.

The primary objective of the 2013 reform was to strengthen equity within the French
educational system and reduce performance disparities among students. A
significant focus was placed on "priority education" zones, which are areas
identified as socio-economically disadvantaged and serve approximately 20% of the
student population. The reform aimed to reduce the achievement gap between
students in these priority education areas and their peers to less than 10%.
Additionally, the reform sought to elevate the general level of student achievement
across the country

Reform of the System of Needs-Based Grants for Students in Higher

Education

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2013

France

ISCED 4+

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Positive
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Key Actions:

Aim:

The government invested EUR 550 million in financial aid for higher education
students by 2017. A significant portion of this investment, EUR 2.3 billion, was
allocated as direct aid, with EUR 2.12 billion being distributed as social grants. The
reform expanded access to higher education for students from lower-income
backgrounds, evidenced by a 30% increase in scholarship holders, with 21,835
more students accessing higher education in 2019 compared to 2018. Additionally,
scholarship students who attended institutions outside their home region were
eligible for an extra EUR 500 in financial aid. To further enhance accessibility, 13
Connected Campuses were created in 2019, allowing students who lacked access
to higher education institutions in their area to pursue distance learning
opportunities.

The primary aim of the reform was to improve the success rates of students from
lower-income families in higher education. Specifically, it targeted students who
were compelled to take on excessive paid employment due to financial constraints,
hindering their academic performance. The reform sought to alleviate these
pressures and enhance access to education for disadvantaged students, enabling
them to focus more on their studies rather than on financial survival.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.enseignementsup-recherche.gouv.fr/fr

Dispositifs Relais

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2010

France

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Positive

It offers temporary placements in specialised settings such as classes, workshops,
or boarding facilities, accommodating small groups of up to 12 students. These
settings provide a structured environment tailored to the students' need. Each
student receives an individualised educational plan developed through a
multidisciplinary approach involving educators, social workers, and, when
necessary, judicial protection services. This plan focuses on re-establishing the
student's engagement with learning and adherence to social horms.

The main aim of the Dispositifs Relais is to prevent school dropout and social
exclusion among students who have disengaged from the traditional educational
system. These students often exhibit behaviours such as unjustified absenteeism,
recurrent disciplinary issues, or extreme passivity in learning, leading to academic
failure and abandonment. The programme seeks to re-engage these students by
fostering their academic and social skills, ultimately enabling them to return to a
standard educational pathway

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.education.gouv.fr/les-pratiques-educatives-et-pedagogiques-en-disposi

tif-relais-1931?utm

French educational reform

Year:
Country:

Educational Level:

2008
France

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
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Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Laws / regulation of access reform
National
Needs for adjustment

It established specific thresholds requiring schools to justify their rates of grade
repetition. This accountability measure aimed to encourage schools to adopt
alternative strategies before resorting to having students repeat a grade. The
reform provided two hours of weekly individualized support during the last two years
of primary school. This support was designed to address students' specific learning
needs and prevent them from falling behind.

The primary objective of the 2008 reform was to halve the rate of grade repetition
by 2013 for students entering lower secondary education and those entering upper
secondary education in the general and technological streams. In 2009, 14% of
students entering lower secondary education were at least one year behind, and in
2010, 10.1% of students entering upper secondary education were similarly
delayed. The reform sought to reduce these figures significantly by implementing
targeted strategies.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.tresor.economie.gouv.fr/Articles/2017/02/28/tresor-economics-no-191-o

vercoming-student-difficulties-at-school?utm

Replacement of the ZEP (Zones d'Education Prioritaire)

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2006

France

ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

To operationalize the reform, the previous ZEP structure was dissolved and
replaced by two differentiated networks. A key measure of the network was the
provision of significantly increased funding, with the unit expenditure per student
being 16% higher than the national average. This additional budget was primarily
allocated to hiring more teaching staff (90%) and providing financial bonuses (8%)
to attract and retain qualified personnel in challenging school environments. In
2011, the ECLAIR programme was introduced to enhance the system further.
One-third of schools under ECLAIR were designated as educational priority
institutions. This programme promoted pedagogical innovation, strong leadership,
and coherent educational pathways from primary through secondary school.

The principal aim of the reform was to improve the allocation and effectiveness of
educational resources in disadvantaged areas. This included concentrating more
substantial human and financial resources on schools facing the greatest
challenges, thereby promoting equal opportunities and better academic outcomes
for students in those contexts. The reform also intended to foster continuity in
learning throughout compulsory education. The reform was later supplemented and
partially replaced by the ECLAIR programme in 2011.
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Measures in response to teacher shortage - 2023

Year: 2023
Country: Germany

Educational Level: ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Teacher recruitmen, requirement reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: Measures include facilitating the entry of lateral entrants (individuals from other

fields or with other degrees) into the teaching profession, with appropriate training
provided and efforts to improve the recognition procedure for foreign qualifications
and accelerate the qualification of international applicants for the teaching
profession are underway.

Aim: The aim of the reform is to address the teacher shortage in Germany by increasing
the attractiveness and appreciation of the teaching profession and ensuring the
availability of sufficient qualified teachers in the federal states (Lander). It aims to
enhance teacher training, improve qualification recognition, and optimize the
deployment of teachers to meet the growing demand for education.

Citizen's Income Act

Year: 2023
Country: Germany

Educational Level: ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Curriculum, Laws / regulation of access reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: Expanding funding opportunities for vocational training and access to acquiring

basic skills. Introducing a new financial support measure in the form of a monthly
training allowance for individuals pursuing further qualifications.
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Aim: The primary aim of the Citizen's Benefit Act is to strengthen vocational training and
support long-term, qualified employment for individuals who have completed further
vocational training or obtained a vocational qualification. Additionally, the law aims
to enhance funding opportunities for acquiring basic skills (reading, writing,
arithmetic, and IT skills) and to make retraining more accessible.

Common Framework of the Lander for Early Education in Child Day Care
Facilities

Year: 2022
Country: Germany

Educational Level: ISCED 0

Kind/Type: Curriculum, Teacher recruitment, requirement reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Positive

Key Actions: Integration of language education into daily routines to support natural language

development. Implementation of inclusive pedagogical principles, ensuring access
and support for children with diverse needs and backgrounds. Encouragement of
value-based education that fosters empathy, respect, and democratic participation.
Support for developing foundational skills for "learning how to learn" as a lifelong
competence. Systematic enhancement of professional development for early
childhood educators to ensure high pedagogical standards.

Aim: The primary aim of the reform is to improve and unify the quality and principles of
early childhood education across all German Lénder (federal states). The reform
focuses on fostering children's individual competences and learning dispositions
early on. It seeks to strengthen educational equity, enable participation for all
children regardless of background, and ensure inclusive, value-oriented
pedagogical practices. A key goal is to prepare children for lifelong learning and
active participation in society by supporting holistic development in social,
emotional, linguistic, and cognitive domains.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/veroeffentlichungen_beschluesse/2004/2004_06_03-
Fruehe-Bildung-Kindertageseinrichtungen.pdf

Joint Declaration of the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education
and Cultural Affairs of the L&nder in the Federal Republic of Germany, the
Central Council of German Sinti and Roma and the Alliance for Solidarity
with the Sinti and Roma of Europe on Teaching the History and Present of
Sinti and Roma in Schools

Year: 2022
Country: Germany

Educational Level: ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Curriculum
Coverage: National
Evaluation: Unknown
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Key Actions:

Aim:

The reform encourages schools to incorporate the history and present of the Sinti
and Roma into various subjects. These subjects include historical-political
education, religion and ethics, as well as language, literature, and art classes. The
reform also suggests curricular extensions and the development of instructional
materials such as handouts to ensure the topic is comprehensively addressed.
Moreover, it proposes introducing elements related to the history and present of the
Sinti and Roma in primary school education as well. The overall approach is to
integrate these themes into a broad range of educational settings to foster
awareness from an early age.

The primary aim of the reform is to encourage schools to enhance their efforts to
teach and raise awareness about the history and present situation of the Sinti and
Roma people. One of the key objectives is to address and combat the issue of
antiziganism (prejudice and discrimination against the Roma and Sinti
communities). The reform seeks to ensure that the subject is integrated into
educational curricula and extracurricular activities, fostering greater understanding
and recognition of the Sinti and Roma peoples' history and contemporary realities.

Principles for the implementation of remedial physical education

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2022
Germany
ISCED 3
Curriculum
National
Unknown

The reform introduced measures to support pupils who face challenges in physical
activity due to changed living conditions and inadequate socialization. These
measures include providing individual support in physical education and the
establishment of a special program known as remedial physical education. This
supplementary motor development was designed to compensate for deficiencies in
physical and psychosocial aspects by offering targeted interventions within the
educational framework.

The aim of the reform was to promote the personal development of children and
young people through movement, sport, and play. It aimed to address motor deficits
and psychosocial problems, thereby having a positive impact on the development of
movement. Additionally, the reform sought to enhance the health and social
well-being of pupils.

Excellence Initiative Vocational Education and Training

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2022

Germany

ISCED 3

Curriculum, Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown
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Key Actions:

Aim:

The reform includes several key measures, such as improvements in career
guidance and digital orientation programs, alongside enhanced support
mechanisms through the Upgrading Training Assistance Act
(Aufstiegsfortbildungsférderungsgesetz) and expanded scholarship programs.
Measures furthermore included promoting international mobility in vocational
education and training (VET), supporting skilled workers' immigration, and
encouraging the internationalization of VET through recognition grants.

The main aim of the reform is to modernize and make vocational education and
training more attractive. It focuses on improving vocational education options,
particularly for young people, and provides a clearer and more flexible path for them
to choose between various qualification routes, including dual training, technical
colleges, and universities. The reform is also aligned with the Federal
Government's skilled labor strategy and seeks to enhance vocational training's
appeal, especially in a rapidly changing labor market.

"Agreement on the Common Basic Structure of the School System and the
National Responsibility of the Lander in Central Questions of Education

Policy

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2021

Germany

ISCED 3

Curriculum, Teacher recruitment, requirement reform
National

Unknown

The 2021 agreement outlined 44 articles addressing quality assurance,
fundamental educational principles, responsibilities of school stakeholders, general
regulations (such as vacation policies), school structure and organization, and
teacher training.

The primary aim of the reform is to enhance cooperation among the German
federal states (Lander) in key educational policy areas in order to achieve greater
comparability, transparency, and reliability in the German school system. The
reform seeks to standardize core elements of the educational structure across the
Lander and reinforce their collective national responsibility in education.

Recommendation on dealing with anti-Semitism in schools

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2021
Germany
ISCED 3
Curriculum
National

Unknown

7 STRIDE



Key Actions:

Aim:

The reform included several key measures. First, it called for the sensitization of
teachers across all subjects to recognize anti-Semitic incidents. Teachers were
expected to react appropriately when they identified such incidents. Additionally, the
reform emphasized the importance of including the perspective of those affected by
anti-Semitism, providing a more empathetic approach. The overall goal was to
equip students with the tools to identify anti-Semitism in all its forms and encourage
them to take a stand against it.

The aim of the reform was to provide guidelines and strategies for schools to
effectively prevent and combat anti-Semitism. It sought to enhance the
understanding of the history and current realities of Jewish people, as well as the
origins, manifestations, and consequences of anti-Semitism. This would help both
students and educators better recognize and respond to anti-Semitic incidents.

DigitalPact School 2019-2024 (DigitalPakt Schule)

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2019

Germany

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Curriculum
National

Unknown

The reform includes several key measures to modernize school infrastructure.
These include the provision of federal funding to schools for purchasing digital
equipment such as interactive whiteboards, laptops, and tablets. Investments have
also been made in expanding and improving IT infrastructure, including Wi-Fi
coverage, server capacity, and digital learning platforms. The implementation is
guided by an administrative agreement (Verwaltungsvereinbarung, or ZV Admin)
between the federal and state governments, which outlines how funds are allocated
and used. Additionally, the DigitalPakt encourages the development of media
education concepts and professional development for teachers to effectively
integrate digital tools into classroom instruction.

The primary aim of the DigitalPakt Schule is to advance the digitalization of the
German education system by improving the digital infrastructure in schools. It seeks
to equip educational institutions with the necessary technological tools to facilitate
modern, digital learning environments and to ensure that students are prepared for
a digitally integrated society and workforce.

Language Daycare Centres (Sprach-Kitas)

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2016
Germany
ISCED O
Curriculum
National

Unknown
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Key Actions:

Aim:

To achieve its goals, the reform provided financial resources to participating
daycare centres, enabling them to employ additional, specially qualified teachers for
language education. These specialists worked approximately 19.5 hours per week,
supporting the entire team with strategies and projects related to language
development, inclusion, and family collaboration. In larger centres, support was
extended to include two additional specialist teachers. The program also
incorporated expert consultants to offer continuous support and guidance to the
daycare centres.

The primary objective of the Sprach-Kitas reform was to enhance early language
development among children, particularly those from non-German-speaking and
educationally disadvantaged backgrounds. The program emphasized integrating
language education into daily routines, promoting inclusive pedagogical practices,
and fostering collaboration with families. By doing so, it aimed to provide equal
educational opportunities and support the integration of children into German
society.

2012 Education Alliances

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2012

Germany

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Unknown

National

Unknown

Supports out-of-school programmes for students with disadvtanged backgrounds.

The aim of the reform was to provide support for extra-curricular activity.

Strategy for Better Support for Low-Achieving Pupil

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2010

Germany

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Curriculum

National, Regional
Needs for adjustment

Emphasis was placed on early language learning, especially for migrant children, to
ensure they acquire the necessary language skills for academic success. The
reform promoted competence-based and individualized learning strategies to cater
to the diverse needs of students. Enhanced learning and career guidance services
were implemented, along with mentoring programs for students at risk of dropping
out.
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Aim:

The primary aim of the reform was to reduce educational disparities and improve
outcomes for students at risk of underachievement, particularly those from
disadvantaged socio-economic and migrant backgrounds. This initiative was part of
a broader effort to address the challenges highlighted by the Programme for
International Student Assessment (PISA) results, which revealed significant
inequalities in educational outcomes within Germany. The reform sought to ensure
that all students, regardless of their background, had equitable access to quality
education and the opportunity to achieve their full potential.

Evaluation Referencehttps://op.europa.eu/webpub/eac/education-and-training-monitor/en/country-reports

/germany.html?utm

The Children Promotion Act (Kif6G)

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2008

Germany

ISCED 0

Laws / regulation of access reform
Regional

Unknown

It established a legal right for children aged one and above to access early
childhood education and care services. This legal entittement aimed to ensure that
all children had access to quality early education, regardless of their family's
socio-economic status and the federal government committed to supporting the
expansion of childcare services through financial aid. This included the
establishment of a special fund for childcare expansion, with the federal
government contributing to five investment programmes aimed at increasing the
number of childcare places.

The primary aim of the Kif6G was to expand early childhood education and care
(ECEC) services in Germany, particularly for children under the age of three. The
reform sought to establish a legal entitlement for all children aged one and above to
access early childhood education in a daycare centre or through child-minding
services, effective from 1 August 2013. This initiative was part of a broader effort to
improve the compatibility of family and professional life, promote child development,
and ensure equal opportunities for all children.

Qualification Initiative: Getting Ahead Through Education

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2008
Germany
ISCED 3
Curriculum
National

Unknown
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Key Actions:

Aim:

The reform introduced several measures to achieve its aims. One of the central
elements was expanding and improving vocational education and training (VET)
programs to better match the needs of the labor market. The reform also
emphasized the development of a stronger system for adult education, encouraging
individuals to engage in continuous learning throughout their careers. Additionally,
financial support and incentives were provided for individuals to pursue further
education. There was also a focus on enhancing the quality and accessibility of
education through the integration of modern technologies and the strengthening of
partnerships between schools, employers, and educational institutions.

The main aim of the "Qualification Initiative" was to improve educational outcomes
and promote lifelong learning. Specifically, the reform sought to increase access to
vocational training, strengthen adult education, and enhance the skills of the
workforce. It aimed to ensure that individuals, particularly those from disadvantaged
backgrounds, could better participate in the labor market and contribute to the
overall economy through enhanced qualifications and education.

Come along! - Promotion instead of Retention.

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2005

Germany

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

System of evaluation / exams reform
Regional

Unknown

Tailored educational plans were developed to meet the unique needs of each
student, focusing on their strengths and areas requiring improvement. The reform
emphasized ongoing assessment of student progress to identify challenges early
and to provide timely interventions.

The primary objective of the "Come along! - Promotion instead of Retention" reform
was to shift the educational approach from holding students back (grade retention)
to actively supporting and promoting them. The reform sought to address the
negative consequences associated with grade retention, such as diminished
self-esteem and increased dropout rates, by implementing strategies that would
help students progress alongside their peers.

Accreditation Council

Year:
Country:
Educational Level:

Kind/Type:

Coverage:

Evaluation:

2005
Germany
ISCED 4+

Curriculum, Laws / regulation of access reform, System of evaluation / exams
reform
National

Positive
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Key Actions:

Aim:

Key measures included the establishment of the Accreditation Council, which was
responsible for accrediting agencies that, in turn, accredited individual study
programmes. The reform introduced two main types of accreditation: programme
accreditation, focusing on individual study programmes, and system accreditation,
assessing the internal quality assurance systems of higher education institutions.
Additionally, the reform promoted the development of a quality culture within
institutions, encouraging self-evaluation and continuous improvement.

The primary aim of the reform was to enhance the quality assurance mechanisms
within German higher education. This was achieved by introducing a structured
accreditation system for study programmes, ensuring that they met minimum
quality standards and were aligned with the Bologna Process objectives. The
reform sought to increase transparency, comparability, and international
competitiveness of German degrees.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.aic.lv/bolona/Bologna/Reports/Countrep_03/GERMANY.HTM?utm
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Total reforms: 12

Law 5082/2024 (FEK A 9)

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2024

Greece

ISCED 3

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

The reform paied particular attention to facilitation of access to quality inclusive
services vocational training of persons with disabilities

The reform restructured vocational schools, so that to play an upgraded role in the
active connecting trainees and their graduates with the labor market at local,
regional and own level

New Horizons in Highest Education Institutions

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2022

Greece

ISCED 4+

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

HEI is obliged to establish an "Equal Access Unit for persons with disabilities and
persons with special educational needs"

The aim was to ensure the full participation of the members of the academic
community, who are persons with disabilities and persons with special educational
needs in all educational, research and administrative activities carried out by the
HEISs.
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Article 2, FEK 3538/2020

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2020

Greece

ISCED 0

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

The reform introduced several key measures to achieve its aims. Firstly, it provided
financial support to families to facilitate their involvement in child care, enabling
them to balance their family roles more effectively. It also focused on improving
care services for babies and toddlers, ensuring quality accommodation and care. A
specific measure was the extension of financial support to families that were not
covered by other state financial programs, particularly those aimed at balancing
work and family life. This support helped these families place their children in
nurseries and kindergartens. Lastly, the reform made provisions for pre-school
education to further support the development and protection of young children.
The primary aim of this reform was to financially support families, enabling them to
efficiently manage their roles in family and child care, particularly in line with global
rights for children's protection. The reform sought to aid working parents in
returning to work by providing quality care and accommodation services for babies
and toddlers. Additionally, it aimed to support families who are not eligible for
co-financed programs designed to balance family and professional life, ensuring
that infants and toddlers have access to care in nurseries and kindergartens.
Furthermore, the reform sought to provide pre-school education to children as part
of the state's commitment to protecting childhood.

Law 4763/2020 (FEK A 254)

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2020

Greece

ISCED 3

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

Unknown

The main aim was the general reform of vocational education and equal access of
people with disabilities.
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Compulsory Early Childhood Education Reform

Year: 2018
Country: Greece

Educational Level: ISCED 0, ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Laws / regulation of access reform, Teacher recruitment, requirement reform
Coverage: Regional

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: By making early childhood education compulsory from age 4, the reform sought to

ensure that more children would have access to preschool education and reduce
the educational disparities between different social classes.

Aim: The primary aim of the reform was to reduce the number of children excluded from
the educational system, particularly focusing on children from lower socio-economic
backgrounds.

Centres for Educational and Advisory Support

Year: 2018
Country: Greece

Educational Level: ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Laws / regulation of access reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: The reform focused on supporting school units and laboratory centres to enhance

equal access to education and promote psychosocial well-being. These centres
engaged in educational and psychosocial research, evaluations, and the
implementation of interventions. They also provided professional development
actions, orientation for schools, information sessions, and training to both students
and the broader society.

Aim: The primary aim of the reform was to ensure equal access to education for all
students, without exception, and to promote the harmonious psychosocial
development and progress of students. This was to be achieved by supporting
school units, laboratory centres, students, and parents in their educational and
psychosocial needs.

The Common Ministerial Decision between the Ministry of Education and
religion and the Ministry of Health 151/17897/6/2014

Year: 2014

Country: Greece

Educational Level: ISCED 4+

Kind/Type: Laws / regulation of access reform

Coverage: National
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Evaluation:
Key Actions:
Aim:

Unknown
Updating list of diseases and disabilities.

The aim was to ensure access to tertiary education by persons with severe
disabilities.

Support Centers of the "Education of Muslim Children"

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2010

Greece

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Curriculum
National

Unknown

The development and use of new textbooks designed specifically for these children,
especially for trained teachers who were equipped to handle the needs of these
students. The teachers were trained to treat the children as non-native speakers,
fostering a more inclusive environment by accepting and supporting the children's
diverse language skills and cultural identities.

The aim of the Support Centers of the "Education of Muslim Children" (KESPEM)
reform was to prevent the isolation of the Muslim minority population in the region
of Thrace, in North-Eastern Greece. It focused on providing educational support to
Muslim children, particularly in primary and secondary schools (ages 6-12), to
ensure their integration and improved educational outcomes.

Zones of Educational Priority (Z.E.P.)

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2010

Greece

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulation of access reform
Regional

Unknown

The establishment of reception classes for students from diverse linguistic and
cultural backgrounds. The introduction of remedial teaching classes to support
students who were struggling with their studies. Departments that focused on
teaching the mother tongue of students, especially those from refugee or immigrant
backgrounds.

The primary aim of Z.E.P. was to foster the equal inclusion of students from
disadvantaged backgrounds into the Greek educational system. The focus was on
improving learning outcomes for students in areas with low educational indices,
high school dropout rates, and low access to higher education. It also aimed to
address socio-economic disadvantages and increase educational access and
integration for students from vulnerable social groups, including refugees and those
with cultural and religious particularities.
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Official inclusion of kindergarten teachers in special education

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2008

Greece

ISCED 0

Special Education Reform
National

Unknown

Unknown

The aim of this reform is the support of students with special needs/disabilities in all
educational levels, including pre-school

Law 2817/2000 (FEK A78)

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2000

Greece

ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3

Laws / regulation of access reform, Special Education Reform
National

Unknown

The establishment of upper secondary schools specifically for individuals with
special educational needs aged 18-22 years. The provision of special education
across primary, secondary, and technical/vocational education levels. Initiatives
aimed at developing the personality, skills, and professional training of individuals to
help them integrate into mainstream education and society. Fostering mutual
acceptance and equal social development to encourage coexistence with the wider
society.

The primary aim of the reform was to ensure equal access to education for
individuals with disabilities across all levels of education. Specifically, the reform
aimed to provide special education services that support the development of people
with special educational needs. This included fostering their personality
development, improving abilities and skills for integration into the regular education
system, and promoting their social inclusion and participation in the workforce.

Law 2817/2000 (FEK A78)

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2000

Greece

ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3

Laws / regulation of access reform, Special Education Reform
National

Unknown
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It included particular provisions for technical/vocational education and the equal

access of people with special needs.
The reform aimed atsecurign equal access to people with disabilities in all levels of

education.

Key Actions:

Aim:
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Study halls funded from the state budget

Year: 2019
Country: Hungary
Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Kind/Type: Unknown

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Contradictory

Key Actions: The reform brought study halls under a formal, state-supported framework within

the Human National Social Inclusion Strategy (HNSIS), transitioning them from
grassroots civil initiatives into a more standardized, project-based, state-funded
model. Although the study halls had existed since the mid-1990s, the 2019 reform
marked a significant shift by providing public funding directly from the state budget.
The Ministry of Human Capacities cooperated with the Tanodaplatform network to
develop a system of project-based state funding. Despite this, the model retained
many features of the earlier EU-funded projects, including short, one-year funding
cycles. Study halls operated by churches were reportedly granted more autonomy
in developing methodologies than those managed by civil society organizations
(CSOs).

Aim: The primary aim of this reform was to combat social exclusion and educational
inequalities by supporting extracurricular development for marginalized students,
especially Roma children, through the institutionalization and funding of "study
halls" (Tanodak). These centers were designed to promote cognitive, social,
psychological, and communal development, complementing formal education.

Evaluation Referencel) Kiss, M. and Vastagh, Z., 2021. HatrAnykompenzécié az iskolan kivul?: Az
extrakurrikularis intézmények szerepe és megitélése a tanulmanyi eredményesség
és elQmenetel szempontjdbdél [Compensation of disadvantages outside the
The role and evaluation of extracurricular institutions from the perspective of
educational achievement and attainment]. socio.hu, 11 (2), 96-121.
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Mandatory Kindergarten from the Age of 3

Year: 2015
Country: Hungary
Educational Level: ISCED 0

Kind/Type: Laws / regulation of access reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Needs for adjustment

Key Actions: The central measure was the legal introduction of compulsory kindergarten

attendance from the age of three, effective from 1 September 2015, under the Act
on National Public Education.

Aim: The reform aimed to increase pre-school attendance among multiply disadvantaged
children, particularly those from Roma communities, as outlined in the Hungarian
National Social Inclusion Strategy (HNSIS, 2014). The overarching goal was to
support cognitive and social development, improve future educational outcomes,
and reduce early school leaving. This was pursued by mandating kindergarten
attendance from age three, with the intent of giving all children-especially those at
risk-an equitable start in education.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.oecd.org/en/publications/education-at-a-glance_19991487.html

Centralization of the school system

Year: 2012
Country: Hungary
Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Kind/Type: Unknown

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Negative

Key Actions: The reform transferred control and funding of all ISCED 1-3 level (primary to lower

secondary) public education institutions from local governments to the central state.
While local governments retained ownership of school buildings, the operation,
funding, and pedagogical direction of schools became the responsibility of a
centrally governed authority. From 2013 to 2017, 198 local branches managed
primary schools and county centers managed secondary schools. In 2016, the
system was reorganized into 60 larger school districts, with a central body
overseeing and guiding their operation. Also new versions of the National Core
Curriculum (2012 and 2020) that standardized curricula and textbook choices.

Aim: The primary aim of the 2012 reform, implemented through Act CLXXXVIII of 2012,
was to create an education system that provides all children with equal
opportunities. The reform sought to correct the inequalities that arose from the
post-1989 decentralization of the Hungarian education system, which had led to
disparities in funding, school quality, and access based on socioeconomic status
and ethnicity.

Evaluation Referencel) Gyorgyi, Z., 2015. Initial Experiences on the Introduction of Centralised
Education Management. In: A. Fehérvéri, ed. Snapshot of Hungarian Education
2014. Budapest: Hungarian Institute for Educational Research and Development,
50-63.
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Bridge Programs

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2011
Hungary
ISCED 3
Unknown
National
Negative

Bridge | aimed to help students complete lower secondary education. Bridge I
targeted vocational education, aiming to equip students with necessary vocational
skills. The reform provided differentiated support, focusing on the
academic/vocational development of students, as well as nurturing their social and
emotional skills. It also included an introduction to vocational education. The Public
Education Bridge Program targeted early school leavers aged 16 and above, while
the VET Bridge Program was aimed at young people under 23 who had completed
no more than six years of primary or lower secondary education.

The primary aim of the Bridge Programs was to reform vocational education and
training (VET) in Hungary, aligning it more closely with the needs of the economy
and increasing student participation in VET. The goal was to help young people,
particularly those who had fallen behind in their education, acquire basic skills and
competences that align with EU objectives. The programs targeted early school
leavers or students who had not completed secondary education, and aimed to
support their entry into upper secondary education (including vocational education)
or the labor market. Additionally, the programs focused on developing students'
social skills, personality, motivation, self-confidence, and their ability to learn
independently.

Evaluation Referencel) Benkei-Kovacs, B. 2020. A szakképzési Hid programok hatasvizsgalata kvalitativ

kutatdsra tAmaszkodva [The impact study of VET Bridge Programmes based on
qualitative research]. In: Bordas, A. (ed.) Eletre nevelni, A Il. Oktatas
hatarhelyzetben konferencia tanulmanykétete. Kolozsvar, Romania, Kolozsvari
Egyetemi Kiadd. pp. 159-169.

Network of Christian Roma Special Colleges

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2011
Hungary
ISCED 4+
Unknown
National
Positive

The measures implemented as part of this reform included the establishment of
Roma Special Colleges that provided a stable environment for socialization and
skills development, which are necessary for the labor market. These colleges
aimed to help strengthen the positive identity of Roma students. The reform was
modeled after the Romaversitas Foundation, which was a civil initiative launched in
1996, and the network offered different forms of support, such as financial
assistance, accommodations, and identity-building activities to help Roma students
overcome their disadvantages in higher education.
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Aim: The primary aim of the reform was to support students of Roma ethnicity in tertiary
education. The initiative sought to help these students obtain a diploma by
compensating for their disadvantages through various means, including
accommodation, stipends, and extracurricular activities that focused on identity and
language.
Evaluation ReferenceTrendl, F. (2023) Szakkollégium, mint lehetQség [Special College as Opp
PhD Thesis. Pécs: University of Pécs

Conditionality of family allowance upon school attendance

Year: 2010
Country: Hungary
Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Kind/Type: Laws / regulation of access reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Contradictory

Key Actions: The reform modified Act LXXXIV of 1998 on the Support of Families by introducing
school attendance as a condition for receiving family allowance.

Aim: The main aim was to reduce early school leaving and illiteracy, thereby improving

young people's future prospects in the labor market. A secondary aim was to
strengthen the "sense of responsibility" among parents regarding their children's
education. Critics of the policy during the debate also emphasized the need for
supportive, not solely punitive, measures.
Evaluation Referencel) Hermann, Z. (2018). A csaladi p6tlék iskolaba jarashoz kétésének hatasa az
iskolaba jarasra és az iskolai teljesitményre [The impact of making family allowance
conditional upon school attendance on school attendance and school performance].
MTA TK Gyerekesély Mghelytanulméanyok 2018/1. Budapest: MTA TK.

Kindergarten Allowance (2009)

Year: 2009
Country: Hungary
Educational Level: ISCED 0

Kind/Type: Laws / regulation of access reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Negative

Key Actions: The allowance was introduced through a 2008 amendment to the child protection

law and came into force on January 1, 2009. It offered biannual cash or in-kind
payments to families of 3- and 4-year-olds, conditional on kindergarten enrollment
and at least two months of regular attendance (defined as attending at least 6 hours
per day and missing no more than 25% of days without justification). At the time,
kindergarten was only mandatory from age 5. The reform aimed to increase the
number of disadvantaged children in kindergartens from 11,000 to 20,700 within
two years.
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Aim:

The Kindergarten Allowance reform was introduced to increase kindergarten
attendance among 3- to 4-year-old disadvantaged children in Hungary. The key
objectives were to raise attendance rates among groups significantly
underrepresented in kindergartens and to improve their later educational outcomes,
as reflected in competence scores in Grade 4. Additionally, the policy sought to
educate families on the long-term importance of early childhood education.

Evaluation ReferenceKertesi, G., & Kézdi, G. (2012). School Enrollment and Subsidy in Hungary -

available through academic publications or Hungarian policy research archives.

Springboard Program

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2008

Hungary

ISCED 3

Special Education Reform
Regional

Positive

The Springboard Program was implemented in vocational schools and included a
comprehensive support system. Learning took place in small groups, and each
student was provided with weekly meetings with a personal mentor teacher.
Additionally, an individual learning plan was created for each student, and the
learning spaces were renovated to modern, more supportive environments. The
program focused on developing both academic competences and personal growth,
which included career planning and self-knowledge development.

The direct aim of the Springboard Program was to develop a special, preparatory
9th-grade education designed to support students with special educational needs
(SEN) in successfully entering vocational education and participating in integrated
learning environments. Indirectly, the program also aimed to provide young people,
aged 15 to 25, who had dropped out of the education system due to behavioral or
learning difficulties, with an individualized path back into education or the labor
market. These students, although not necessarily all having SEN, had faced earlier
failures in school and needed additional support to re-enter vocational education.

Evaluation ReferenceGyorgyi, Z. (2015) Felzarkdztatas, hatasvizsgalatok [Catching-up, impact studies].

Budapest: Oktataskutato és FejlesztQ Intézet.

On the Road Bursary Program

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2005
Hungary
ISCED 3
Unknown
National

Contradictory
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Key Actions:

Aim:

The reform included several key measures. First, it provided financial support to
disadvantaged students in the form of bursaries. Second, it incorporated a
mentoring system, where mentors helped students set and achieve academic and
vocational goals. The mentors received financial incentives based on their students
success rates. In 2011, the MACIKA program was introduced as a specialized
initiative within Utravald, aimed at Roma students. Additionally, the reform made
efforts to ensure that as many disadvantaged students as possible, especially
Roma students, had access to the program.

The aim of the On the Road Bursary Program was to support disadvantaged
students in lower and upper secondary, as well as vocational schools, with the goal
of enhancing equal opportunities. The program not only provided financial
assistance but also included mentoring, where mentors worked with students to
achieve academic or vocational goals, such as entering secondary or higher
education or completing vocational qualifications. An explicit objective of the reform
was to include as many Roma students as possible, particularly through the
MACIKA program, which specifically targeted this group.

Evaluation Referencel) Peterka, J., Pont, B., Toledo Figueroa, D., and Fraccola, S., 2015. Education

Policy Outlook. Hungary. OECD

Sure Start Children's Houses Program

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2003
Hungary
ISCED 0
Unknown
National
Negative

The reform was inspired by an international model formally adopted in 2003 and
expanded across Hungary as the Sure Start Children's Houses. Initially funded
through EU projects, it became a part of the national children's welfare system via
the 2013 Act on Children's Protection. Since 2014, the program has been financed
through the central budget on a project basis. By 2014, there were 112 Sure Start
Houses operating across the country. These centers offer child development
services, parental support programs, and work to build local community ties.

The primary aim of the reform was to create safe and developmentally supportive
learning opportunities for disadvantaged children, particularly Roma children, before
they enter kindergarten. Since kindergarten attendance became compulsory in
2015, the program specifically targets children aged 0 to 3 and their parents. The
objectives include fostering the healthy development of these children, providing
complex skills development, improving parenting skills, and strengthening
parent-child relationships. While it initially aimed at improving service quality in
selected regions, the focus shifted in 2018 toward addressing individual and
family-level disadvantages more directly.

Evaluation Referencel) Németh S., Zagon M., Gyenge Z., Lannert J., Kaderjak A., and Vince D., 2015.

Biztos Kezdet Program monitorozasa és értékelése a TAMOP 5.2.1.-12/1
Gyerekesély program orszagos kiterjesztésének szakmai médszertani

megalapozasa és a program kisérése cimq kiemelt program keretében.

Osszefoglalé [The monitoring and evaluation of the Sure Start Program]. Budapest:
T-TUDOK.
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Defining Basic Concepts of Equitable Education

Year: 2003
Country: Hungary
Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Kind/Type: Laws / regulation of access reform, Special Education Reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Contradictory

Key Actions: For the first time, both direct and indirect discrimination were clearly defined in law.

An outright ban on segregation was implemented in education policy. Roma
children were explicitly named as a group of special interest, and the Ministry of
Education was tasked with supporting their education. The reform provided the first
legal definition of SEN and aimed to reduce misclassification of Roma children as
disabled. It supported inclusive education through the establishment of
methodological centers.

Aim: The reform aimed to improve equity and equality in the Hungarian education
system, primarily as a response to international pressures (e.g., the EU accession
in 2004, the Salamanca Statement, and the Lisbon Strategy) and the alarming
results of the 2000 PISA study, which exposed deep systemic inequalities. The
central goals were to define and enforce anti-discrimination measures, support
disadvantaged students (particularly Roma), and promote inclusive education for
children with special educational needs (SEN).

Evaluation Referencel) Ferge Zs. (2017). Iskola és esélyek [School and chances]. In: Ferge Z. (ed.):
Tarsadalom- és szocialpolitika. Magyarorszag 1990-2015. Budapest: Osiris,
188-214.

Integrated Pedagogical System

Year: 2003
Country: Hungary
Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Kind/Type: System of evaluation / exams reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Contradictory

Key Actions: Mandatory and optional pedagogical and organizational tools to promote

integration. Financial incentives for participating schools, including normative
per-student allowances and teacher wage supplements (discontinued after 2010).
Structuring of heterogeneous student groups and fostering of inclusive teaching
practices.

Aim: The primary aim of the Integrated Pedagogical System was to promote integrated,
high-quality education for disadvantaged children in Hungary, especially Roma
students who were disproportionately represented among disadvantaged groups.
The reform sought to reduce educational segregation, improve academic outcomes,
and enhance long-term educational prospects for these students by fostering
inclusive educational environments.

Evaluation Referencel) Imre, A. (2006) A hatranyos helyzetq tanuldk integracios felkészitésén
bevezetése a bazisiskoldkban [The introduction of the preparation of disadvantaged
students for integration in base schools]. In Németh, Sz. (ed.) Integracié a
gyarkolatban [Integration in practice]. Budapest: Orszagos Kozoktatasi Intézet.
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Vocational Development Program

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2003

Hungary

ISCED 3

Curriculum, system of evaluation / exams reform
National

Positive

The reform was implemented in two phases. In the first phase (2003-2006), the
program focused on four main components: general knowledge and vocational
foundations for grades 9 and 10, vocational training, reintegration of students, and
institutional development alongside quality assurance. The second phase
(2006-2009) slightly modified the structure, but the core focus remained the same:
providing both general knowledge and vocational training, as well as improving
foreign language skills. Vocational Development Program (VDP) classes were
created in participating schools, and innovations such as project-based learning,
self-development, job orientation, and more practical vocational training were
introduced. However, there is no specific information on how widely these
innovations were adopted.

The aim of the reform was to address the high dropout rates and poor outcomes
among students in vocational schools. It sought to provide students with the
necessary skills to succeed both in life and the workforce, while improving the
quality of vocational education. Specific goals included reducing grade repetition
and dropouts, offering both general and vocational education, and ensuring that
students would be prepared for the economy's workforce needs. The program
targeted a comprehensive overhaul of vocational education, with a focus on
enhancing practical training and modern methodologies.

Evaluation Referencehttps://oktataskepzes.tka.hu/hu/osszehasonlito-adatbazis (Last download: 26 June

2024)

Arany Janos Programs

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2000
Hungary
ISCED 3
Unknown
National
Positive

Individualized skill development in areas such as learning-to-learn, communication,
and self-reflection. Targeted recruitment, initially for students from settlements with
under 5000 inhabitants, later extended to students whose parents had lower
educational attainment or received family allowance. Entry criteria and selection
process for vulnerable students,
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Aim: The main objective of the reform was to support disadvantaged
students-particularly those from rural areas, Roma backgrounds, or low-education
families-in completing upper secondary education, entering higher education, and
gaining skills relevant to the labour market. It aimed to reduce drop-out rates by
providing both academic and non-academic support, including social, health, and
cultural services, as well as easing financial burdens. The long-term goals also
included fostering individual cognitive and social skills development and improving
access to further education and vocational opportunities.

Evaluation Referencehttps://oktataskepzes.tka.hu/hu/osszehasonlito-adatbazis
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Total reforms: 10

National Policy Framework for Children and Young People

Year: 2023
Country: Ireland

Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Kind/Type: Laws / regulation of access reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: Six transformational goals were identified to focus efforts on areas with the potential

to transform the effectiveness of existing policies and services. These goals include
improving participation, data and research development, child and youth impact
assessments, child budgeting, legislative review, and capacity building.

Aim: The primary aim of the Young Ireland framework is to enhance the well-being and
development of children and young people in Ireland. It seeks to create an
environment where children and young people are active and healthy, achieving
their full potential in learning and development, safe and protected from harm,
economically secure and have opportunities, and are connected, respected, and
contributing to their world. The framework outlines a vision for a society that fully
respects and realises the rights of children and young people, ensuring they are
supported in all aspects of their lives.

National Action Plan for Child Minding

Year: 2021
Country: Ireland

Educational Level: ISCED 0

Kind/Type: Unknown

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: Measures included developing childminding-specific regulations, creating bespoke

training programmes for childminders, conducting detailed costings, and engaging
in further consultation with stakeholders
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Aim:

The primary aim of the National Action Plan for Childminding is to enhance access
to high-quality and affordable early childhood education and school-age childcare
through childminding. The reform seeks to achieve this by formally recognising
childminding as a vital component of the early years sector, thereby extending
state-funded supports and regulation to childminders over a period of eight years.

National Skills Strategy 2025

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2021
Ireland
ISCED 4+
Curriculum
National
Unknown

Providing skills development opportunities that are pertinent to the requirements of
learners, society, and the economy. Focusing on inclusive practices to support
participation in education, training, and the labor market, particularly for
marginalized groups.

The primary aim of the National Skills Strategy 2025 is to ensure that Ireland's
education and training systems are responsive to the evolving needs of learners,
society, and the economy. It seeks to equip individuals with relevant skills to thrive
in a dynamic global environment, thereby supporting sustainable economic growth
and social inclusion.

LGBTI+ National Youth Strategy

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2018

Ireland

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Curriculum
National

Unknown

The development of a series of LGBTI+ guidance documents, resources and
initiatives for primary and post-primary schools. The enhancement of child
protection legislation through the introduction of the Children First Act 2015.

The goal is to promote well-being, support LGBTI+ inclusion, improve child
protection, and increase transparency in educational processes, alongside creating
more non-denominational schools.
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National Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2017

Ireland

ISCED 3

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

Established targeted support mechanisms aimed at addressing the specific
educational needs of Traveller and Roma students. A significant policy development
under this strategy was the formal recognition of Travellers as an ethnic group of
the Irish nation. This recognition was intended to affirm the cultural identity of the
Traveller community and to guide more culturally sensitive and inclusive
policy-making across various sectors, including education.

The primary aim of this reform was to promote and support the attendance,
participation, and engagement of Traveller and Roma students in the education
system, with a particular focus on retention through to the completion of the
Leaving Certificate or its equivalent. This initiative was driven by the recognition
that these communities experience significant educational disadvantages, including
lower attendance rates and higher dropout rates, often due to systemic barriers and
historical marginalisation.

National Access Plan

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2015

Ireland

ISCED 4+

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

The National Access Plan outlines six student-centred goals: Inclusivity, Flexibility,
Clarity, Coherence, Sustainability, and an Evidence-driven approach. To achieve
these goals, the plan sets out thirty-eight objectives, each with associated actions.
Performance and impact are measured through nine key performance indicators,
four overarching national targets, and qualitative indicators. A mid-term review is
scheduled for 2025 to assess progress and refine targets as necessary.
Additionally, the Programme for Access to Higher Education (PATH), established in
2016, supports the implementation of the plan by providing funding to higher
education institutions for initiatives aimed at improving participation and retention
among specific target groups.

The primary aim of the National Access Plan (NAP) is to ensure that the higher
education student body in Ireland reflects the diversity and social mix of the
country's population. This involves not only increasing access to higher education
for underrepresented groups but also ensuring their participation and success
throughout their educational journey. The plan emphasizes creating inclusive,
universally designed environments within higher education institutions that support
student success, equity, and diversity.
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Education for Sustainable Development

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2014
Ireland
ISCED 0
Curriculum
National
Unknown

Measures included balancing social, environmental, and economic considerations
in educational content and practices. Emphasizing social justice, climate justice,
anti-racism, and interculturalism within educational frameworks. Promoting active
democratic citizenship and inclusion as central values, empowering both individuals
and communities. Encouraging the use of diverse pedagogical techniques that
support active and participatory learning, critical thinking, and the development of
essential skills and dispositions.

The aim of the reform is to foster a society of engaged and active citizens, capable
of addressing key global challenges such as climate change, poverty, inequality,
sustainable consumption, health, and wellbeing. It aims to promote lifelong learning
and engage all sectors of the education system, including non-formal and informal
education, towards creating a sustainable future. The reform emphasizes principles
of social justice, equity, and respect for human rights, with a focus on positive
change and the reorientation of societies toward sustainable development.

National Strategy for Higher Education to 2030

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2011

Ireland

ISCED 4+

Curriculum, Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

To achieve these goals, the reform implemented several measures. There was also
a focus on developing a robust quality assurance system. The reform sought to
address inequality by focusing on improving participation in higher education for
students from lower socio-economic backgrounds. Over the previous 15 years,
funding was allocated from both public and private sources to support initiatives
aimed at increasing the participation of under-represented groups. While these
efforts were seen as successful to some extent, the strategy acknowledged that
significant inequalities still remained in terms of access and the benefits derived
from higher education, particularly among those from disadvantaged
socio-economic backgrounds.

The primary aim of the National Strategy for Higher Education to 2030 was to
ensure that Ireland would be recognized for its contributions to global research and
innovation, while also promoting inclusivity, cultural vibrancy, and a high quality of
life. The strategy aimed to foster a strong connection between higher education
institutions and society, with an emphasis on providing students with a strong sense
of identity, the skills to thrive internationally, and the ability to contribute to
sustainable enterprises. Additionally, it sought to make higher education institutions
attractive to international students and create opportunities for those from
under-represented socio-economic backgrounds.
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The Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE)

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2010
Ireland
ISCED 0
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown

The ECCE programme provided free preschool education to children between the
ages of 3 and 5.5 years. The Community Childcare Subvention Programme (CCS)
was designed to assist qualifying parents in accessing affordable childcare for
children of any age while they pursued education or training.

The primary aim of these reforms was to increase access to early childhood
education and care (ECEC), especially for low-income families. The government
aimed to reduce the financial burden of childcare costs on families and to provide
more equitable access to educational opportunities for young children, particularly
those from disadvantaged backgrounds. The ECCE programme, in particular, was
designed to facilitate access to free preschool education for all children between the
ages of 3 and 5.5 years.

Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools

Year:
Country:
Educational Level:

Kind/Type:

Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2005
Ireland
ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3

Curriculum, Laws / regulation of access reform, Special Education Reform, Teacher
recruitment, requirement reform
Unknown

Unknown

Targeted funding to schools in disadvantaged areas to improve educational
outcomes.

The primary aim of this reform was to support schools that cater to students from
the most disadvantaged communities in Ireland. Its focus was to reduce
educational inequality and ensure that all students, regardless of their background,
had access to a high-quality education that would help them overcome social and
economic disadvantages.
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Poli per I'Infanzia

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2017

Italy

ISCED O

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

The reform led to the creation of "Poli per I'Infanzia,” which are larger structures
designed to provide integrated ECEC services for children aged 0-6. These centres
aim to combine various services to offer a cohesive educational and care
experience. Additionally, the government introduced childcare vouchers to
financially support families with young children, thereby improving access to these
services.

The primary aim of the "Poli per I'Infanzia" reform was to establish larger, more
integrated early childhood education and care (ECEC) services for children aged
0-6. This initiative sought to streamline service delivery, enhance quality, and
improve accessibility. An example of efforts to increase accessibility includes the
provision of childcare vouchers worth EUR 1,000 to children born since 2016 and
under the age of 3.

Decree No. 61 of 13 April 2017

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2017

Italy

ISCED 3

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown
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Key Actions:

Aim:

Starting from the 2018/2019 school year, the reform expanded the number of
vocational pathways offered in vocational institutes from six to eleven, aligning
curricula more closely with sectoral priorities. The structure of the curriculum was
modified to increase the proportion of branch-specific learning to 40% in the first
two years and 50% in the final three years of the program. Furthermore, vocational
institutes and regional VET providers were integrated into a national network of
vocational schools to create a more unified and efficient system. Financially, the
reform allocated an additional 25 million in 2017 to support the dual system
(combining school and workplace training), and extended tax incentives for private
employers hiring young people through VET programs until 2018.

The primary aim of Decree No. 61/2017 was to enhance and modernize lItaly's
vocational education and training (VET) system. It sought to improve the quality
and efficiency of vocational pathways, reduce overlap between technical and
regional vocational offerings, and better align educational outcomes with the needs
of the labor market.

Good School Reform

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2015

Italy

ISCED O

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Positive

The integration of Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) services for
children aged 0-6, aiming to create a more cohesive and accessible early education
framework. The launch of a three-year National Plan for Digital Education, which
sought to improve digital competencies among both students and teachers and
modernize classroom technology and teaching methods.

The primary aim of the Good School Reform was to improve the overall quality of
the Italian education system. This overarching goal included addressing structural,
curricular, and technological aspects of education to enhance learning outcomes
and modernize the system.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/about/projects/edu/education-policy-outl

00k/427638-Education-Policy-Outlook-Country-Profile-Italy.pdf

Concerning the Right to Study

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2015

Italy

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

Annual allocation of over EUR 40 million to support low-income students with
expenses related to tuition, textbooks, tablets, transportation, and mobility.
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Aim:

The primary aim of this reform was to support students in completing secondary
education by providing financial assistance, particularly to low-income students. By
reducing the financial burden of education, the reform sought to improve learning
outcomes and educational attainment, especially for students in the final years of
secondary school (Grades 12 and 13).

Linee guida per I'accoglienza e l'integrazione degli alunni stranieri

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Youth Guarantee

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2014

Italy

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

Emphasized the importance of teaching Italian as a second language (L2) to
non-ltalian-speaking students. It recommended intensive language courses of 8-10
hours per week for 3-4 months to facilitate language acquisition and integration into
regular classes. Suggested the creation of multilingual informational materials to
help families understand the school system, including calendars and evaluation
methods. Highlighted the necessity for specialized training for teachers and school
leaders to equip them with the skills needed for effective integration of foreign
students.

The primary aim of this reform was to update and enhance the strategies for
integrating students of non-Italian citizenship into the Italian educational system.
Recognizing the significant increase in the number of foreign students-from 430,000
in 2006 to over 800,000 in 2014-the reform sought to address the evolving needs of
these students by providing comprehensive guidelines that promote inclusivity,
linguistic support, and cultural integration within schools.

2014

Italy

ISCED 3

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Needs for adjustment

Education and training pathways for NEETs aged 15-18 to help them acquire basic
qualifications. Financial incentives for private employers to hire young people,
particularly those involved in the Youth Guarantee program

The main aim of the reform is to re-engage 15-18-year-olds who are not in
employment, education, or training (NEETS), particularly those who have left school
without qualifications. The focus is on consolidating their basic knowledge and
facilitating their integration into the labour market. More broadly, the initiative seeks
to ensure that all young people receive a quality offer of employment, continued
education, apprenticeship, or training within a short period of becoming unemployed
or leaving formal education.

Evaluation ReferenceOECD (2017), OECD Economic Surveys: Italy 2017, OECD Publishing, Paris.
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National Operational Programme

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2014

Italy

ISCED 3

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

Measures focused on reducing early school leaving, improving educational quality
across all ISCED levels, enhancing the connection between school and the labor
market, and expanding teacher professional development.

The main objective of the National Operational Programme (NOP) was to enhance
the equity and quality of the Italian education system, in line with the European
Strategy for Education and Training (ET2020). A key target was to reduce regional
disparities in educational outcomes, especially by lowering the early school-leaving
rate among 18-24-year-olds to below 16% by 2020. Additionally, the reform aimed
to promote equal access to education, prevent dropout, and support the
development of skills relevant to the labor market.

University Reform Law n°240/2010

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2010

Italy

ISCED 4+

Laws / regulation of access reform, System of evaluation / exams reform
National

Unknown

The establishment of a new quality assurance and accreditation system, which
includes periodic evaluations of universities and their programs. The enhancement
of student welfare services, aiming to provide better support and resources for
students throughout their academic careers.

The primary objective of the reform was to modernize and enhance the efficiency
and quality of Italy's higher education system.
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Total reforms: 16

Amendments to the Education Law

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2024

Latvia

ISCED O

Teacher recruitment, requirement reform
National

Effective from January 1, 2024, the reform introduces a 23.1% increase in the
minimum salary rate for preschool teachers. Specifically, the hourly rate is raised
from 7.75 to 9.54, translating to a monthly salary increase from 1240 to 1526 for a
full-time (40-hour) work week. Alongside this, the reform introduces a new
conceptual model for financing teachers' salaries, developed by the Ministry of
Education and Science. The lowest monthly salary rates for school heads and
educational methodologists are also increased, reflecting a system-wide investment
in educational leadership and pedagogical quality.

The primary aim of this reform is to enhance the quality of early childhood
education by ensuring fair compensation for preschool teachers. By aligning the
minimum salary rates of preschool educators with those of other general education
teachers, the reform seeks to promote equity in the education sector and improve
the attractiveness and sustainability of the teaching profession. Additionally, it
supports the broader objective of improving educational outcomes through a stable,
motivated, and professionally recognized workforce.

Investment in Special Education Infrastructure and Learning Environment

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Key Actions:

2023

Latvia

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulation of access reform, Special Education Reform
National, Regional

Consolidation of special education institutions - establishing no more than one
modernized institution per municipality (excluding Riga), resulting in the
reorganization of 7 schools and 6 programme locations.
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Aim:

The reform aims to improve the quality and accessibility of special education in
Latvia by enhancing students' learning performance and creating a supportive
learning environment. It also seeks to promote equal opportunities in education for
all children, particularly those with special needs, regardless of their location or
family income.

Creation of Modern Vocational Education and Training Curriculum

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2023

Latvia

ISCED 3

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

Several measures were implemented as part of this reform. First, new teaching and
methodological tools were developed for vocational education and training, focusing
particularly on STEM subjects. The creation of a digital platform for the Vocational
Qualifications System was another key measure, which aimed to improve the
development, implementation, and licensing of VET programs. This platform was
also intended to enhance the accreditation process for VET institutions and prevent
fragmentation in the education and training sector. Additionally, the reform aimed to
strengthen the training process based on the working environment by fostering
long-term collaborations between VET institutions and companies for work-based
learning.

The primary aim of the reform is to enhance vocational education and training
(VET) in Latvia by developing a modern curriculum that provides students with the
necessary skills to succeed in the labor market. The reform also seeks to improve
cooperation between educational institutions and industries, increase the quality of
VET offerings, and introduce digital tools to support vocational education.

State Higher Education Standard

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2023

Latvia

ISCED 4+

System of Evaluation / exams reform
National

Positive

Several measures were put in place as part of the reform. These include the
development of a state higher education standard that outlines mandatory
principles for the creation of study programs. This standard covers aspects such as
content requirements, the organization of practical training within study programs,
and the overall structure and form of higher education. The intention is for this
standard to be applied across all levels of higher education, including bachelor's,
master's, doctoral, and short or college cycle study programs. The reform also
involves the preparation for the cyclical university accreditation, which will come
into effect in 2026.
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Aim:

The primary aim of this reform is to ensure that the content of higher education
study programs aligns with the evolving requirements of the labor market. The
reform seeks to adapt the educational system to better meet the changing demands
of society, focusing on improving the quality and accessibility of education.
Additionally, the reform aims to create the necessary preconditions for institutions to
prepare for the upcoming cyclical university accreditation, set to begin in 2026.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.oecd.org/en/publications/education-in-latvia_9789264250628-en.html

Child, Youth and Family Development Guidelines

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2022

Latvia

ISCED 0

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Introduction of parenting skills programs, adaptation and implementation of
internationally validated early intervention programs, and emphasis on early
(preventive) detection of developmental risks and rights protection for all children.
The reform aims to strengthen early childhood policy in Latvia by establishing a
comprehensive early preventive support system. Its primary focus is on the critical
developmental period of the first three years of life. The goal is to enhance
children's health, education, and emotional well-being by addressing developmental
needs early on and providing timely, evidence-based interventions for children,
youth, and families.

Vocational Education Law

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2022
Latvia
ISCED 3
Curriculum
National
Unknown

Key measures include the introduction of modular vocational education programs,
the National Qualification System, and the integration of micro-credentials into the
Latvian Qualifications Framework. These changes enable learners to gain
recognition for individual learning parts and facilitate labor market responsiveness.
The reform aims to create a more flexible vocational education and training (VET)
system that aligns better with labor market needs, promotes lifelong learning,
reduces skills imbalances, and enhances individual-centered learning.
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Competency-Based Curriculum Reform

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2015

Latvia

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Curriculum
National

Positive

Transition from a knowledge-based curriculum to a competency-based model,
introduction of student-centred teaching approaches to enhance engagement and
personalization of learning, civic education, and Promotion of a healthy lifestyle.
The primary goal of the Competency-Based Curriculum Reform was to modernize
Latvia's basic education curriculum. The existing curriculum, implemented in 2005,
was primarily knowledge-based and in need of revision after nearly a decade. The
reform aimed to better prepare students for contemporary societal and labor market
needs by shifting the focus towards developing key competencies. These include
not only academic knowledge but also social skills, ethical values, and personal
development. The overarching aim is to foster a more holistic, student-centred
education that equips learners with the ability to think critically, solve problems, and
engage effectively in civic and economic life.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.oecd.org/en/publications/education-in-latvia_9789264250628-en.html

Reform of the System for Financing Tertiary Education

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2015

Latvia

ISCED 4+

Laws / regulation of access reform

National

Needs for adjustment

The reform introduced a "three-pillar funding model" for tertiary education.

The primary aim of the reform was to improve the quality, internationalization, and
labor market relevance of tertiary education in Latvia. Additionally, the reform
sought to increase the efficiency of funding allocation and improve access to
tertiary education. The World Bank study provided a foundation for the
government's priorities in reforming the tertiary education sector starting from 2015.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.oecd.org/en/publications/education-in-latvia_9789264250628-en.html
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Childcare support and child-minder service

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2013

Latvia

ISCED 0

Laws / regulation of access reform

National, Regional

Up to EUR 142 per child per month from the central government.

The reform aims to reduce waiting lists for public kindergarten placement for
children aged 1.5 to 4 years (before the age at which municipalities are legally
required to provide pre-school education) and to help parents return to the labor
market by making private childcare more financially accessible.

Comprehensive Education Teachers Further Education Project

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2010

Latvia

ISCED 3

Teacher recruitment, requirement reform
National

Negative

The reform was implemented as a large-scale, EU-funded capacity-building project.
A total of 3,503 teachers participated in professional development activities under
this project. These measures included further education and training opportunities
intended to build skills and expertise among general education teachers. However,
while the project supported valuable learning experiences, its short duration limited
its long-term impact, and it did not fully address the evolving, career-long
professional development needs of teachers and school leaders.

The primary aim of the reform was to improve the professional competence of
general education teachers in Latvia. It also sought to increase the competitiveness
of teachers within the broader effort to optimize the national education system. This
objective aligns with the broader goal of enhancing teacher quality as a lever for
improving education outcomes across the country.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.oecd.org/en/publications/education-in-latvia_9789264250628-en.html

Guidelines for the Optimisation of the Network of Vocational Education
Institutions 2010-2015

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:

Coverage:

2010

Latvia

ISCED 3

Curriculum, Laws / regulations of access reform

National
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Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Positive

The key measures implemented under the reform were the reduction of vocational
education schools under the Ministry of Education and Science's responsibility from
59 in the 2009/10 school year to 30 by 2015. The reorganisation of the vocational
school network was built on three core principles: accessibility, co-operation, and
resource efficiency. Additionally, the creation of Vocational Education Competence
Centres (VECCs) was a major innovation. These centres, formed from larger
vocational schools with over 500 students, acted as regional hubs. Their role was to
foster closer relationships with employers, offer high-quality vocational education for
both youth and adults, provide pedagogical support to other schools, and,
potentially, handle accreditation tasks, such as recognizing prior learning for adults.
The primary aim of the reform was to address Latvia's demographic challenges and
ongoing fiscal constraints by restructuring the country's vocational education
system. The goal was to reduce the number of vocational education institutions,
improving the quality, efficiency, and accessibility of vocational education. This
restructuring sought to create more resource-efficient systems, enhance
collaboration with stakeholders, and ensure equal access to vocational training
opportunities.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.oecd.org/en/publications/education-in-latvia_9789264250628-en.html

Assessment System of Teacher Performance

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2009

Latvia

ISCED 3

Teacher recruitment, requirement reform
National

Positive

The reform introduced a structured, voluntary teacher appraisal system based on
five weighted performance areas.

The main goal of this reform was to enhance the competitiveness of educators by
linking teacher performance evaluation to a performance-based pay system. It
aimed to encourage professional development, improve teaching quality, and
ensure accountability within the education system, from early childhood education
to upper secondary levels.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.oecd.org/en/publications/education-in-latvia_9789264250628-en.html

State Education Quality Service (SEQS)

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2009

Latvia

ISCED 3

System of Evaluation / exams reform
National

Needs for adjustment
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Key Actions:

Aim:

The key measures implemented under this reform included the registration and
inspection of educational institutions, as well as the licensing of both general and
vocational educational programs. The accreditation process is standardized, with
the external evaluation of schools and their programs typically occurring every six
years. In some cases, programs are accredited for shorter periods, such as two
years. The evaluation process is comprehensive, involving internal self-assessment
by schools, expert committee visits, and the submission of evaluation reports to
SEQS. These reports are then published on the SEQS website, and schools are
required to post their internal evaluation reports on their own websites.

The aim of this reform was to enhance the quality of education in Latvia by
establishing a centralized body responsible for the accreditation and evaluation of
both public and private educational institutions. SEQS was tasked with ensuring the
quality and standards of educational programs, including general education and
vocational training, through a uniform accreditation procedure. It also aimed to align
Latvian educational standards with European norms by acting as the national
reference point for European Quality Assurance in Vocational Education and
Training.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.oecd.org/en/publications/education-in-latvia_9789264250628-en.html

National Standard of General Secondary Education and the Subject
Standards of General Secondary Education

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2008

Latvia

ISCED 3

Curriculum

National

Needs for adjustment

It standardized the school year with a length of 35 weeks for Grades 10 and 11 and
38 weeks for Grade 12. The maximum number of lessons was limited to 36 per
week, with each lesson lasting between 40 to 45 minutes.

The primary aim of this reform was to address concerns regarding the flexibility of
subject choices in the upper secondary education system. Prior to the reform,
students had excessive freedom in choosing their subjects, leading to a number of
issues. The key objectives were to ensure a more structured and balanced
education for students, with a focus on essential subjects such as sciences, which
were underrepresented. Additionally, the reform aimed to align students' subject
choices with university entry requirements, ensuring that students were better
prepared for higher education and the workforce.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.oecd.org/en/publications/education-in-latvia_9789264250628-en.html

Roma Teachers' Assistants

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:

Coverage:

2007

Latvia

ISCED 3

Teacher recruitment, requirement reform

National
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Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Positive

The project involved the training of 20 Roma teachers' assistants and 30 teachers
in schools attended by Roma children. This training focused on building the skills of
these educators to better address the needs of Roma students and to foster an
inclusive educational environment. The trained teacher assistants were placed in
schools to directly support Roma children, aiding their learning process and
bridging the gap between Roma communities and mainstream educational
systems.

The aim of the "Roma Teachers' Assistants" project, initiated in 2007, was to
support youth at risk of social exclusion, particularly Roma children. The project
sought to enhance the educational experience of Roma children by increasing their
educational achievements and encouraging more positive attitudes toward
education among Roma parents. Additionally, the project aimed to improve the
capacity of educators to work effectively in multicultural environments and to apply
inclusive education practices.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.oecd.org/en/publications/education-in-latvia_9789264250628-en.html

Professional tertiary education programmes

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2001

Latvia

ISCED 4+

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

Several key measures were implemented as part of this reform. Firstly, vocational
schools began offering three-year professional training programmes at the tertiary
level. These programmes were designed based on the project-method approach,
which emphasizes practical, hands-on learning. Starting in 2003/04, vocational
schools that provided first-level professional tertiary education were officially
recognized as tertiary education institutions and colleges. As a result of these
changes, there was a significant increase in the number of tertiary-level colleges in
Latvia, with the number of institutions growing from 2004/05 to 2009/10.

The primary aim of this reform was to establish separate professional tertiary
education programmes in Latvia for the first time. The focus was on providing
first-level higher professional education through newly introduced, experimental
project-method-based programmes, which would be offered by vocational schools.
Additionally, the reform aimed to officially recognize vocational schools as tertiary
education institutions and colleges, thereby increasing the number of tertiary
education providers in the country.
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Individual Learning Accounts system

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2023

Lithuania

ISCED 3

Curriculum, System of evaluation / exams reform
National

Unknown

The reform introduced a digital education platform where learners could create
individual accounts to access funding for educational programs. The platform allows
adults to select training courses and receive financial support for their participation.
Specifically, the reform allocated up to 50% of the public funding for programs
aimed at developing digital competences. Additionally, the State supported
programs aimed at enhancing adult literacy, multilingualism, mathematics,
engineering, and the skill of learning how to learn. Furthermore, the system
provided a "Learning Basket," a financial aid package worth 500, available to
employed individuals who have already achieved a certain level of qualification or
higher education.

The main goal of the Individual Learning Accounts system was to provide a
comprehensive and accessible platform for adults to engage in continuous learning
and development. This initiative aimed to support the development of key
competences, with a specific focus on digital skills, literacy, multilingualism,
mathematics, engineering, and learning how to learn. The system also sought to
enhance opportunities for lifelong learning for working adults, particularly those
aged 18 to 65 who already held a qualification or higher education degree. By
targeting adults in employment, the reform intended to improve workforce skills,
particularly in areas of national priority.

Restructuring of the vocational education and training

Year:
Country:
Educational Level:

Kind/Type:

2022
Lithuania
ISCED 3

Curriculum, Laws / regulations of access reform, System of evaluation / exams
reform, Teacher recruitment, requirement reform
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Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

National
Unknown

Aligning vocational training programs with the regional labor market needs,
ensuring that graduates are more employable. Providing access to pedagogical and
psychological support for students, as well as special educational services.

The primary aim of the reform is to rationalize the network of vocational training
institutions in Lithuania. The goal is to create an efficient and accessible network of
institutions offering vocational training programs that are aligned with the needs of
the labor market. The reform also seeks to ensure that individuals pursuing
vocational qualifications can obtain either basic or secondary education if needed.
Additionally, it aims to provide various educational support services such as
pedagogical, psychological, special pedagogical, and social pedagogical
assistance. The reform is designed to improve the quality of vocational education
while optimizing financial resources, eliminating redundant assets, and investing in
infrastructure and human resources effectively.

Short-cycle studies

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2022

Lithuania

ISCED 4+

Curriculum, laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

The reform introduced short-cycle study programs starting from the 2022/2023
academic year. These programs are designed to last between 1.5 to 2 years,
providing graduates with specialized qualifications. One key feature of these
programs is the transferability of credits. Vocational training graduates can transfer
the credits from short-cycle studies to vocational bachelor's degree programs if they
decide to continue their education. This reduces the time required for completing a
full degree, making it an attractive option for those seeking quicker employment or
further educational advancement. The reform also allows students to either enter
the workforce immediately after completing the short-cycle studies or continue their
education to earn a professional bachelor's degree.

The aim of the short-cycle studies reform in Lithuania was to offer an alternative
route to higher education that strengthens the connection between vocational
training and higher education. By introducing these short-cycle programs, the
reform sought to create a more flexible educational path that would help students
quickly acquire specialized skills that are in high demand in the workforce.
Additionally, the reform aimed to provide opportunities for vocational training
graduates to transition into higher education without the need for a lengthy
academic commitment, thereby enabling them to enter the workforce sooner or
pursue further studies in a more efficient manner.
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Social Dimension of Higher Education

Year: 2022
Country: Lithuania

Educational Level: ISCED 4+

Kind/Type: Laws / regulation of access reform

Coverage: National, Regional

Evaluation: Needs for adjustment

Key Actions: Amendments were made to the Law on Research and Higher Education in 2022 to

support individuals from sensitive socio-economic backgrounds. Starting in 2024, a
competitive queue will be established for applicants from socially vulnerable
backgrounds. This will apply to those with relevant practical work or volunteering
experience. 10% of state-funded study places will be allocated through this new
queue, but applicants will still need to meet the same academic preparation
requirements as those in the main competition queue. The aim was also to expand
social support mechanisms, such as social scholarships and public loans.

Aim: The aim of the reform was to increase access to higher education for individuals
from socially vulnerable backgrounds. This includes people facing financial,
academic, and informational challenges, those with disabilities, and older entrants
to higher education institutions. The goal was to enhance the social diversity of
students by ensuring that the student population reflects the broader social
composition of society, fostering inclusivity and addressing inequalities in access to
education.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2017/10/education-i
n-lithuania_g1g8073f/9789264281486-en.pdf

Millenium Schools

Year: 2021
Country: Lithuania

Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Unknown

Coverage: National, Regional

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: The measures implemented include significant investments in digital teaching tools,

funding for schools by both the state and municipalities, and specific programs such
as the EdTech project for digitization and the Millennium Schools' programme.

Aim: The aim of the reform is to enhance the digital transformation of education in
Lithuania by integrating advanced digital tools into teaching practices and improving
the digital competencies of teachers.

7 STRIDE



Amendment to Lithuanian School Curriculum

Year: 2017
Country: Lithuania

Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Kind/Type: Curriculum

Coverage: Regional

Evaluation: Needs for adjustment

Key Actions: Starting from the 2017-2018 school year, Lithuanian schools were required to

incorporate cognitive cultural activities into their curricula. Schools were given the
autonomy to determine the number of lessons dedicated to these activities
annually. These activities could take place within various environments, including
museums, open access centres, and virtual learning platforms, thereby promoting
experiential learning beyond traditional classroom settings.

Aim: The primary objective of this reform was to integrate cognitive, cultural, artistic, and
creative activities into the educational process, making them compulsory
components of the curriculum. This initiative aimed to enhance students' cultural
awareness, creativity, and critical thinking skills, thereby fostering a more holistic
educational experience.

Evaluation ReferenceAlperyt , 1. (2022) "Assessing the Impact of Cultural Education Activities
Problem of a Creation or when We Lose the Ability to Compare”, Vilnius University
Open Series, pp. 32-43. doi:10.15388/Culture_Creative.2022.2.

State Education Strategy 2013-2022

Year: 2013
Country: Lithuania

Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Kind/Type: Curriculum, Teacher recruitment, requirement reform

Coverage: National, Regional

Evaluation: Needs for adjustment

Key Actions: Efforts were made to make the teaching profession more attractive, including

increasing teachers' salaries. The Ministry of Education and Science set
performance targets for teacher recruitment, including raising the entry scores for
students entering teacher training programs. The reform aimed to increase the
percentage of male teachers in lower and upper secondary education programs,
and to boost the share of teachers aged 30-49.

Aim: The primary aim of the reform was to enhance the quality of Lithuania's teaching
workforce. Recognizing the significant impact that teachers have on student
achievement, the reform sought to address several challenges, including the
declining number of teachers, falling enrolments in teacher training programs, and
the need to attract and retain highly qualified and motivated teachers. The reform
also aimed to increase the professionalism of teachers through better training and
improved working conditions, ultimately aiming to improve student outcomes in
reading and math.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2017/10/education-i
n-lithuania_g19g8073f/9789264281486-en.pdf
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State Matura examination

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2013

Lithuania

ISCED 3

System of Evaluation / exams reform
National

Unknown

The main measure implemented in the reform was the transition from a
norm-referenced grading system, where students were ranked against each other,
to a criterion-referenced system. In this new system, students' performance was
evaluated against established criteria, with specific score ranges designated to
indicate different levels of achievement. The grading scale was changed as follows:
a score between 16 and 35 points was categorized as a satisfactory level of
attainment, 36 to 85 points indicated a basic level of attainment, and scores from 86
to 100 points represented a higher level of attainment. This system allowed for
clearer differentiation between students' abilities based on objective criteria.

The primary aim of the reform was to align the assessment of the State Matura
examination more closely with the principles of criterion-referenced evaluation. This
shift was intended to provide a clearer, more objective measure of students'
knowledge and skills, moving away from a system that compared students' results
against each other to one that evaluates them based on predefined criteria. This
was expected to improve the fairness and clarity of the examination process and
outcomes.

Higher education funding model

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2009

Lithuania

ISCED 4+

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Positive

The reform led to a higher state funding allocation for university programs
compared to college programs, reflecting the need for higher qualifications (e.g.,
PhD) among university instructors. The funding methodology was designed to
accommodate differences in instructional costs between colleges and universities
and could potentially be adjusted to take into account the characteristics of the
students or their place of origin.

The primary aim of the reform was to align Lithuania's higher education funding
system with a ruling by the Constitutional Court, which determined that "student
baskets" (state-funded study places) should only be awarded to students at state
universities, as the Constitution guarantees free education solely for capable
students at state institutions. The reform sought to ensure the legality of the higher
education funding model while adjusting to demographic changes and the
decreasing number of high school graduates.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2017/10/education-i

n-lithuania_g1g8073f/9789264281486-en.pdf
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Free School Transport Reform

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2008

Lithuania

ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3
Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

Several key measures were introduced under this reform. The primary measure
was the free transportation of students who live more than three kilometers from
their school. These students are provided with free transport to the nearest school
offering the appropriate educational curriculum. The students use various types of
transport, including public transport, school buses, or private transportation,
depending on the situation. In addition, a system was established where students
holding a pupil's certificate could travel for free on the specified route.

The aim of the reform was to ensure equal access to education for children living in
both urban and rural areas. By providing free transportation for children living more
than three kilometers away from their school, the reform aimed to eliminate
geographical barriers to education. This initiative sought to ensure that all children,
regardless of where they live, could attend appropriate schools and receive a
quality education.

National Education Strategy

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2003

Lithuania

ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3
Curriculum

National

Unknown

Providing transport for all pupils to and from schools to improve accessibility.
Strengthening links between schools, the labour market, and everyday life to
ensure relevance and applicability of education. Guaranteeing equality in education
and ensuring socially fair conditions for learning and studying. Developing family
pedagogical counselling and information systems to support families in the
educational process. Expanding preschool education services, especially for
children from disadvantaged families, to promote early childhood development.
The primary aim of the National Education Strategy was to provide a
comprehensive framework for the development of education in Lithuania. This
framework sought to address emerging societal challenges such as the
development of democracy, the market economy, globalization, the rise of the
information society, and social fragmentation. The strategy aimed to ensure that
education would help individuals and society respond effectively to these
challenges and capitalize on new opportunities. Key objectives included increasing
efficiency, improving access to education, creating conditions for lifelong learning,
and ensuring that the quality of education met European standards and aligned with
the needs of modern Lithuanian society .
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Shin'ichi Suzuki School

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2002

Lithuania

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Special Education Reform
National

Unknown

This recognition allowed the school to offer pre-primary and primary classes based
on the Suzuki method, which emphasizes early musical education as a means of
developing a child's potential. The curriculum was designed to foster musical skills
alongside general educational development, adhering to the Suzuki principle that
every child has the ability to learn and succeed when provided with the right
environment and guidance.

The primary aim of this reform was to integrate the Shin'ichi Suzuki method into the
Lithuanian education system by granting the Shin'ichi Suzuki School the status of a
primary school. This integration was intended to promote early childhood education
through purposeful music education, aligning with the Suzuki method's philosophy
that all children possess innate talent that can be nurtured from an early age.

Establishment of a binary higher education system

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2000

Lithuania

ISCED 4+

Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Negative

Creation of a binary system: This system distinguished between universities, which
focus on research and academic education, and colleges, which emphasize
practical and applied learning. Introduction of tuition fees: A system of student
tuition fees was implemented, replacing the previous model where students
financed their own studies.

The primary objective of this reform was to diversify and strengthen the higher
education system by introducing colleges as institutions that bridge vocational and
secondary education with university-level studies. This structure aimed to provide
students with more accessible pathways to higher education and to better align
educational offerings with the needs of the labor market.

Evaluation Referencehttps://docslib.org/doc/8943949/assessment-of-the-ongoing-higher-education-refor

ms-in-lithuania?utm
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Law of 30 June 2023 on the Well-being of Pupils and Inclusive

Education
Year: 2023
Country: Luxembourg

Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Kind/Type: Special Education Reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: Establishment of the National Inclusive Education Agency (SNEI): This agency is

responsible for promoting inclusive education and enhancing the quality of support
for pupils with special educational needs. It replaces the former Department for the
Education of Pupils with Special Needs (S-EBS). Creation of Support Teams for
Pupils with Special Educational Needs (ESEB)

Aim: The primary objective of this reform is to enhance the well-being of students and to
promote inclusive education within Luxembourg's school system. It seeks to ensure
that every child, regardless of their individual needs, has access to quality
education. The reform emphasizes better collaboration among educational
stakeholders, including parents, teachers, and support staff, to improve student
care and foster an inclusive school environment.

Strategy and National Action Plan on the Rights of the Child 2022-2026

Year: 2022
Country: Luxembourg

Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Kind/Type: Unknown
Coverage: National
Evaluation: Unknown
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Key Actions:

Aim:

The Strategy and National Action Plan on the Rights of the Child 2022-2026
introduces 64 specific actions across 8 core themes: for instance, ensuring
participation and access to information for adolescents, upholding the right to an
identity and protection against discrimination, guaranteeing health rights and
special needs support, providing protection from violence

This reform aims to implement, for the first time, a comprehensive and structured
response to the recommendations of the United Nations Committee on the Rights
of the Child. Its central goal is to uphold and promote the rights of all children and
adolescents under 18 in Luxembourg by ensuring their safety, well-being, and
active participation in society. It seeks to embed children's rights across public
policy and services, addressing both protection and empowerment.

National Action Plan for the European Child Guarantee 2021-2030

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2022

Luxembourg

ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Unknown

National

Unknown

Measures include efforts to enhance equal access to education, including early
childhood education and care, access to healthcare, decent housing, and special
attention to the needs of children affected by migration and the Ukraine conflict
The goal of this reform is to break the cycle of child poverty and social exclusion by
ensuring that children in need-particularly those from disadvantaged
backgrounds-have effective access to key services. These include quality
education, healthcare, decent housing, adequate nutrition, and family support. The
plan responds to the EU-wide initiative "Investing in Children: Breaking the cycle of
Disadvantage" and aims to safeguard the rights and inclusion of vulnerable
children, including those affected by migration and conflict (e.g. Ukraine).

National Plan for a Green, Digital and Inclusive Transition

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2021

Luxembourg
ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Unknown

National

Unknown

Advancing SDG 4, which emphasizes inclusive and equitable quality education and
lifelong learning. In practice, this includes initiatives aimed at combating academic
failure and reducing school drop-out rates among young people. Supporting SDG 8,
which promotes inclusive and sustainable economic growth and decent work. This
goal is pursued through continued development and enhancement of the Youth
Guarantee Programme, especially refining the mechanisms for engaging and
supporting NEET (Not in Education, Employment, or Training) youth.
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Aim: The primary aim of the National Plan for a Green, Digital and Inclusive Transition in
Luxembourg is to guide the country's transformation toward a sustainable and
inclusive future. Within the context of education and youth, a key goal is to enhance
social inclusion, particularly for young people. While Luxembourg does not currently
have a unified national strategy solely focused on the social inclusion of youth, this
broader plan addresses inclusion through a cross-sectoral approach aligned with
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). It aims to ensure that young people
benefit from inclusive education and equitable employment opportunities.

National Reform Programme of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg

Year: 2021
Country: Luxembourg
Educational Level: ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Unknown

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: To achieve the aim of reducing early school leaving, the Luxembourg government

has implemented a series of measures across three key areas: prevention,
intervention, and the strengthening of skills in the context of lifelong learning.
Aim: The primary objective of this reform is to reduce the incidence of early school
leaving among young people in Luxembourg. This goal is articulated within the
broader context of the National Reform Programme, which focuses on enhancing
educational outcomes and promoting lifelong learning opportunities for all citizens.

Law of 20 July 2018 on the Creation of Specialised Psycho-Pedagogical
Competence Centres for Social Inclusion

Year: 2018
Country: Luxembourg

Educational Level: ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Special Education Reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Needs for adjustment

Key Actions: Nine Specialised Psycho-Pedagogical Competence Centres for Social Inclusion

were created, each focusing on specific areas such as language and
communication, visual development, socio-emotional development, learning
processes, motor and physical development, intellectual development, autism
spectrum disorders, and support for intellectually gifted students. An agency was
established to assist young people with specific educational needs in transitioning
to professional life, including support for vocational training, employment
integration, and guidance for parents and potential employers.

Aim: The primary aim of this reform is to enhance the inclusion of children and young
people with specific educational needs within the Luxembourgish education system.
It seeks to provide tailored support to students who, due to various deficiencies or
difficulties as defined by international classifications, face more significant learning
challenges than their peers. The overarching goal is to ensure that these students
have equitable access to education and the necessary support to thrive
academically and socially.
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Evaluation Referencehttps://men.public.lu/fr/publications/eleves-besoins-specifiques/informations-general
es/rapp-eval-2022.html

Loi du 18 juin 2018

Year: 2018
Country: Luxembourg

Educational Level: ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Unknown

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: The law created a dedicated mediation service designed to assist in maintaining

students in school, promoting inclusion, and ensuring better integration of students
within the educational environment. The service would serve as a tool to address
issues preventing students from staying in school or fully engaging with their
education.

Aim: The primary aim of the reform was to improve school retention, inclusion, and
integration by establishing a mediation service. This service would focus on
supporting students facing difficulties in staying in school and integrating effectively
into the educational system. The reform also aimed to amend certain laws
concerning compulsory schooling and the conditions for the appointment, salary,
and promotion of civil servants in the educational sector, with a focus on improving
managerial roles and the overall functioning of the education system.

Réglement grand-ducal du 7 septembre 2018 déterminant pour le Centre
pour le développement des enfants et jeunes présentant un trouble du
spectre de l'autisme sa dénomination particuliére, ses missions, ainsi que
son contingent de besoin en personnel.

Year: 2018
Country: Luxembourg

Educational Level: ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Special Education Reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: The reform led to the creation of the Centre pour le développement des enfants et

jeunes présentant un trouble du spectre de l'autisme (CTSA), which replaced the
former Institut pour enfants autistes et psychotiques. The CTSA offers a
comprehensive range of services, including diagnostic assessments, individualized
educational planning, specialized teaching, and therapeutic interventions such as
speech therapy, occupational therapy, and music therapy. Additionally, the centre
provides ambulatory support within mainstream schools, collaborates closely with
parents, and offers professional development for educators to better address the
needs of students with ASD.

Aim: The primary aim of this reform was to establish a specialized centre dedicated to
supporting children and young people with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) in
Luxembourg. This initiative was part of a broader legislative framework to enhance
inclusive education and provide tailored psycho-pedagogical support for students
with specific educational needs.

7 STRIDE



National Action Plan on Integration

Year: 2018
Country: Luxembourg

Educational Level: ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Unknown

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: Measures include promoting language learning programs for non-Luxembourgers to

enhance their ability to integrate into Luxembourg society, supporting initiatives
aimed at improving the employability of non-Luxembourgers, allowing them to more
effectively contribute to the economy, and encouraging intercultural exchanges to
foster understanding and cooperation between different cultural groups in
Luxembourg.

Aim: The primary aim of the National Action Plan on Integration, introduced in 2018, was
to provide a framework to enhance social cohesion between Luxembourgers and
non-Luxembourgers. It focused on addressing issues related to the integration of
non-Luxembourgers into society, with particular emphasis on improving their
employability and promoting education, training, and language learning. The reform
also sought to strengthen local actors in municipalities to better implement
integration policies and to foster intercultural exchanges. One of the key objectives
was the integration of children and young people, with a specific focus on their
linguistic and school integration.

National Action Plan for the Promotion of the Rights of LGBTI People

Year: 2018
Country: Luxembourg

Educational Level: ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Unknown

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Negative

Key Actions: The PAN LGBTI outlined 36 objectives and 93 proposed actions to be implemented

across various sectors. In the education sector, the plan aimed to make education
more inclusive and equitable for all learners, addressing issues related to sexual
orientation and gender identity. While not mandatory, the education curricula were
encouraged to include content on sexual orientation, gender identity, and
expression. Additionally, teacher training on LGBTQI awareness was offered,
though participation was optional. In the realm of transgender rights, the reform
sought to ensure equal rights for transgender individuals, including legal recognition
and protection against discrimination.

Aim: The primary aim of the PAN LGBTI was to strengthen and promote the rights of
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and intersex individuals in Luxembourg. The
plan sought to implement Luxembourg's international commitments, coordinate
existing and future actions, and address the specific needs of LGBTI persons. It
was structured around eight thematic areas: Education, Employment and Work,
Health, Family, Reception and Integration, Discrimination, Equality of Transgender
Persons, and Equality of Intersex Persons. A particular focus was placed on actions
affecting young people, such as ensuring inclusive and equitable education and
guaranteeing equal rights for transgender persons.
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Evaluation Referencehttps://gouvernement.lu/en/gouvernement/yuriko-backes/actualites.gouvernement2

024%2Ben%2Bactualites¥%2Btoutes_actualites%2Bcommuniques%2B2024%2B04-
avril%2B16-backes-pan-Igbti.html?utm

Loi du 29 aot 2017 portant sur I'enseignement secondaire

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2017

Luxembourg

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Special Education Reform
National

Unknown

Creation of CePAS, replacing and expanding the former CPOS. Development of
national reference frameworks for psycho-social support, non-formal education,
extra-curricular activities, and pupil participation. Contribution to the formulation of
national educational policy on well-being, mental health, and student participation.
The primary aim of the reform was to enhance the psycho-social and educational
support system within Luxembourg's secondary education. It intended to better
address students' mental health, emotional well-being, social development, and
active participation in school life, through a modernized and structured support
framework.

Psycho-social and Scholastic Assistance Service (SePAS) Reform

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2017

Luxembourg

ISCED 3

Special Education Reform
National

Unknown

Providing psychological, personal, and social guidance to students, with activities
designed to meet their specific needs. Offering assistance to students experiencing
school difficulties, psychological problems, or family challenges. Supporting
students who are at risk of dropping out of school by fostering personal resources
that contribute to learning and academic achievement. Organizing preventive
actions, including: advocating for non-violent communication to reduce violence and
harassment.

The aim of the reform was to enhance the psycho-social support and educational
guidance available to secondary school pupils in Luxembourg. The reform sought to
address the mental, emotional, and social well-being of students, particularly those
facing difficulties in school, psychological issues, or family situations. By providing
tailored guidance and interventions, the reform aimed to improve students' overall
academic success, personal development, and to reduce dropout rates.
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The Youth Pact 2017-2020

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2017
Luxembourg
ISCED 3
Unknown
National
Unknown

Promoting youth participation within formal and non-formal education settings,
encouraging democratic values, and the development of expertise in the field of
non-formal education. Developing inclusive models of participation by utilizing
existing tools such as funding schemes, trainings, pilot projects, and publications,
aimed at ensuring broader access and inclusion. Fostering the participation of
young people with disabilities and promoting youth work methods that support their
inclusion.

The Youth Pact 2017-2020 aimed at strengthening the participation of all young
people in Luxembourg, focusing on promoting active citizenship, inclusive
participation, and the development of democratic values within both formal and
non-formal educational contexts. It sought to position youth participation as a key
component in education, emphasizing the involvement of young people in shaping
their communities and societies. The reform also aimed to foster inclusive
participation, especially among young people from marginalized groups, and to
enhance networking and collaboration among stakeholders in the field of youth
participation.

Loi du 24 juillet 2014 concernant I'aide financiére de I'Etat pour études

supérieures

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2014

Luxembourg

ISCED 4+

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown

The reform introduced a system of financial assistance for students in
post-secondary education. This assistance is composed of two main parts: a grant
and a bank loan. The grant accounts for 50% of the financial aid, while the
remaining 50% is provided as a bank loan. The proportion between the grant and
the loan is determined based on the student's income. Additionally, students
enrolled in secondary education abroad and those undertaking vocational education
and training (VET) are also eligible for this financial support. Furthermore,
individuals with special needs can apply for additional financial aid to cover the
costs of any technical support required to pursue their education and training.

The aim of the reform was to provide financial support to students in
post-secondary education, ensuring that every student has the opportunity to enroll
in higher education regardless of their parents' financial situation. It was designed
to make higher education more accessible, particularly for students at risk of
financial hardship, including political refugees, persons with special needs, and
those at risk of poverty or social exclusion.
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Intercultural Mediation and Support for Recently Immigrated Pupils and Their

Parents

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2012

Luxembourg

ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3
Unknown

National

Unknown

The reform measures include the provision of multilingual information about
schooling to parents via the Ministry of Education, Children and Youth (MENJE).
Additionally, the reform introduced the service of intercultural mediators who assist
families by offering translation services for documents, as well as providing verbal
translation and support in class. This support is available in a variety of languages,
including those typically spoken in Luxembourg and other commonly spoken
languages by the immigrant population. The recruitment and role of intercultural
mediators are outlined in the Grand-Ducal regulation of 10 May 2012.

The aim of the reform is to support and integrate recently immigrated pupils and
their families into the Luxembourg educational system. The primary focus is on
offering guidance and ensuring clear communication between immigrant families
and the educational authorities, making it easier for them to navigate the schooling
process despite potential language and cultural barriers.

Amended Law of 15 July 2011 on access to educational and vocational
qualifications for students with special educational needs

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2011

Luxembourg

ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3
Special Education Reform

National

Unknown

Integration of SEN learners into regular schools rather than segregated institutions.
Provision of individualized support and reasonable accommodations tailored to
each learner's needs. A legal framework to guarantee access to both school-level
and vocational qualifications, modifying existing educational laws to facilitate this
inclusion.

The primary goal of this reform was to ensure that learners with special educational
needs (SEN) are granted equitable access to education and vocational
qualifications. By enabling the integration of SEN learners into mainstream
education, the reform aims to provide inclusive educational opportunities while
respecting the individual needs of each learner. It emphasizes that disabilities or
impairments should not prevent students from achieving educational objectives,
provided that reasonable accommodations are made.
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Law on Compulsory Education

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2009

Luxembourg

ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Curriculum

National

Needs for adjustment

The traditional grade-level system was replaced with four learning cycles, each
spanning two years, to better accommodate individual learning rhythms and needs.
A shift from rote memorisation to a focus on developing competencies that enable
students to apply knowledge in real-world contexts. Schools were granted more
autonomy to develop individual initiatives and select didactic materials. Students
began maintaining portfolios to document their progress, fostering self-awareness
and reflection on their learning processes.

The primary aim of this reform was to modernise Luxembourg's education system
by promoting the development of social and civic competences in schools.
Specifically, the law seeks to prepare pupils to assume their roles as responsible
citizens in a democratic society and to educate them on ethical values based on the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This objective is articulated in Article 3 of
the law.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.oecd.org/en/publications/oecd-reviews-of-evaluation-and-assessment-i

n-education-luxembourg-2012_9789264116801-en.html

Law of 6 February 2009 on the Organisation of Elementary Education

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2009

Luxembourg

ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Special Education Reform
National

Unknown

All relevant parties (teachers, doctors, social workers, etc.) must report cases of
special educational needs to the Regional Commission for School Inclusion (CIS).
Based on the individual plan, the CIS may recommend mainstream or special
education, with possible additional support measures.

The primary aim of this reform was to create a structured and inclusive approach
for addressing the needs of pupils with special educational requirements. It sought
to ensure that every child receives appropriate support and that the
decision-making process concerning their educational path is collaborative,
transparent, and professionally guided. The law places a strong emphasis on early
identification, individualized planning, and parental involvement.
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Grand-Ducal Regulation of 25 March 2009

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2009

Luxembourg

ISCED 3

Special Education Reform
National

Unknown

The reform established a set of procedures for secondary schools (lycées) to
organize tailored activities or specialized classes aimed at supporting students with
significant learning or behavioral difficulties. These measures were designed to
provide an alternative to exclusion, offering students a chance to stay in school
while receiving the additional support they needed to succeed academically and
behaviorally.

The aim of the reform was to prevent the exclusion of students who experience
severe learning or behavioral difficulties, ensuring that these students are provided
with opportunities to complete their education and obtain a qualification. The
regulation focuses on organizing specific activities or classes in the lycées
(secondary schools) to address the needs of such students, helping them
overcome challenges that might otherwise lead to school exclusion before they
achieve their qualifications.

Law on Welfare Service

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2009

Luxembourg

ISCED 3

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown

The reform established clear conditions and procedures for obtaining welfare aid.
Specifically, it created provisions for financial aid aimed at students from
low-income households. Secondary school pupils from such households became
eligible to apply for flat-rate vouchers to purchase school equipment, as well as an
annual subsidy to help with educational costs. The granting of aid was based on
factors such as the household income, the number of children in the household,
and the number of parents in the family. The Social Office at the local level is
responsible for managing and granting welfare assistance.

The aim of the reform was to ensure that all residents in Luxembourg are eligible for
welfare aid, thereby allowing individuals and families to live with human dignity. The
reform targeted the provision of financial assistance to vulnerable populations,
particularly students from low-income families, in order to reduce inequality and
support access to education.
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Law on the Child and Family Aid

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2008

Luxembourg

ISCED 0

Special Education Reform
National

Unknown

The key measure implemented through this reform was the creation of the National
Office for Children (ONE). This office acts as the central point of contact for child
and youth welfare services. It provides comprehensive information about available
support, facilitates access to assistance for children and families in need, and
coordinates with childcare providers to deliver tailored services based on individual
psycho-social situations. The reform made it possible for children, young people, or
their families to directly request help from the agency, enhancing accessibility and
responsiveness of the system.

The primary aim of this reform was to strengthen and centralize child welfare
services in Luxembourg by creating a dedicated agency under the authority of the
Ministry of Education, Children and Youth. It sought to ensure that children and
young people experiencing any form of psycho-social difficulty - including physical,
mental, or psychological challenges, as well as social exclusion - receive adequate
and timely support.

Youth Law of Luxembourg

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2008

Luxembourg

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Curriculum

National

Needs for adjustment

It established mechanisms for quality assurance in non-formal education, ensuring
that educational offerings outside traditional school environments meet certain
standards. The law formalized action fields within non-formal learning, with a
specific focus on the development of values, participation, and democracy.

The central aim of the 2016 Youth Law reform is to foster inclusion and social
cohesion among young people in Luxembourg. It seeks to support their
development as responsible, active citizens who respect democratic principles,
societal values, and fundamental rights. This is framed within a broader youth
policy goal to improve social inclusion and promote civic engagement through
educational and participatory means.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.youth-in-luxembourg.lu/project/2020-youth-report/
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Réglement grand-ducal du 22 mai 2006

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2006

Luxembourg

ISCED 4+

Special Education Reform
National

Unknown

The reform introduced several key measures. First, it allowed students with special
needs to request exemption from the maximum duration prescribed for their studies
or individual modules, providing them more time to meet the required academic
outcomes. Secondly, students with disabilities could receive special exam
arrangements, provided they present medical certificates that validate their
condition according to the criteria defined by the social security services.
Additionally, the University of Luxembourg offers language classes to all students,
which, although not specifically aimed at any one group, can help improve linguistic
integration for immigrants and foreign students.

The aim of this reform was to ensure that students with special needs are provided
with the necessary accommodations to succeed academically. This includes
granting exemptions from the maximum duration of study for students who require
additional time to complete their studies or individual modules. The reform seeks to
facilitate the academic progression of students with special needs by offering them
the opportunity to complete their degree programs with the support needed based
on their specific needs.

7 STRIDE



7 STRIDE

Reforms for Malta

Report automatically generated by STRIDE on: 13/11/2025, 11:34:34
https://apps.islab.ntua.gr/stride

Total reforms: 25

The National Strategy for Early Leaving from Education and Training

(ELET)

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2022
Malta
ISCED 3
Unknown
National
Unknown

This strategy identifies six primary indicators of early leaving: achievement,
behaviour and well-being, absenteeism, disability and learning challenges, and
family disadvantage. It emphasizes the need for preventative, intervention, and
compensatory measures to combat early school leaving, including a family
community school link programme to strengthen the connection between home and
school.

The aim of this strategy is to reduce early school leaving (ESL) by identifying key
factors that contribute to students leaving education and training early. The strategy
focuses on prevention, intervention, and compensation measures to address
various indicators of early leaving, such as academic achievement, behaviour and
well-being, absenteeism, disability, family disadvantage, and other related
challenges. It seeks to prioritize preventative measures and improve the connection
between home and school to ensure that students remain engaged in education.

National Action Plan for Child Guarantee 2022-2030

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2022

Malta

ISCED 3

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown
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Key Actions: The plan outlines measures to prevent early school leaving and ensure inclusive
education. It includes provisions to address students' basic necessities (such as
uniforms, lunch, and extracurricular activities) and seeks to improve digital
connectivity and skills for students from disadvantaged backgrounds. 145 million
has been pledged to fund initiatives aimed at improving the quality of life for
vulnerable children.

Aim: The goal of this plan is to ensure that all children, especially those from vulnerable
and disadvantaged backgrounds, have access to the resources and services they
need to thrive in education. It focuses on preventing early school leaving and
ensuring inclusive education throughout childhood. Specific aims include
addressing basic necessities (such as free uniforms, lunch, and extracurricular
activities), improving digital connectivity and skills, and supporting vulnerable
children in accessing quality education. The plan is part of a broader 145 million
initiative aimed at improving the overall quality of life for children, with a particular
emphasis on those from economically disadvantaged backgrounds.

A National Inclusive Education Framework

Year: 2022
Country: Malta
Educational Level: ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Unknown

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: This framework provides schools with a clear direction on how to approach

inclusion. It focuses on ten key themes, including leadership, school development
planning, collaboration with parents and the community, individualized education
planning, and professional development for staff. The goal is to create a holistic,
inclusive environment that supports all learners and educators.

Aim: The aim of this framework is to guide schools in implementing inclusive practices
that ensure all learners, regardless of their background or needs, are supported and
included in the educational process. The framework provides direction on how to
create an inclusive school environment, focusing on areas such as leadership,
school development planning, individualized education planning, collaboration with
parents and the community, and continuous professional development for staff. The
goal is to provide a systematic approach to inclusive education that meets the
diverse needs of students and fosters an inclusive, supportive learning
environment.

A Policy on Inclusive Education in Schools: Route to Quality Inclusion

Year: 2022
Country: Malta
Educational Level: ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Unknown
Coverage: National
Evaluation: Unknown
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Key Actions: This policy aims to transform schools by fostering a more inclusive environment. It
focuses on creating flexible pedagogical practices, addressing issues like disability,
attendance, gender, health, and behaviour management. The policy promotes an
inclusive education system that addresses the needs of students from various
backgrounds, including those facing socio-economic, ethnic, and disability-related
challenges.

Aim: This policy's aim is to foster a transformation in schools to make them more
inclusive and responsive to the needs of all learners. It encourages schools to
re-design their pedagogical approaches, professional beliefs, and practices in a
way that addresses individual differences and promotes equality in education. The
policy focuses on improving attendance, managing behaviour, addressing gender
equality, promoting a healthy lifestyle, and supporting students with disabilities or
those from disadvantaged socio-economic backgrounds. It also emphasizes the
importance of intersectionality, ensuring that students from diverse backgrounds,
including migrant or war-torn areas, have equal access to quality education.

National Strategic Action Plan for Further and Higher Education 2022-2030

Year: 2022
Country: Malta
Educational Level: ISCED 4+

Kind/Type: Unknown

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: The reform included the establishment of a Task Group on Values and Ethics. This

group was tasked with reviewing current practices related to values and ethics in
the FHE sector. The group's main focus is to create a common framework of values
and principles, with the goal of enhancing awareness and ensuring sector-wide
compliance. By doing so, the reform aims to promote fairness and inclusivity
throughout Malta's educational system.

Aim: The aim of this reform is to review and enhance practices related to values and
ethics within Malta's Further and Higher Education (FHE) sector. Specifically, the
reform seeks to move towards the adoption of a common set of values and
principles across the sector. This is intended to ensure equitable access,
participation, and inclusion in education, thus creating equal opportunities for all
students and stakeholders.

Early Childhood Education and Care (0-7 years): National Policy Framework
for Malta and Gozo

Year: 2021
Country: Malta
Educational Level: ISCED 0

Kind/Type: Curriculum, Laws / regulation of access reform, System of evaluation / exams
reform, Special Education Reform, Teacher recruitment, requirement reform
Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown
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Key Actions:

Aim:

The Education Act

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

The establishment of an inclusive education framework that ensures all children,
regardless of background or abilities, are actively and meaningfully engaged in rich
pedagogical experiences. Continuous efforts to create a learning environment that
values and supports diversity, where every child's unique needs are taken into
account, and where inclusive practices are embedded into everyday educational
settings.

The primary aim of this reform is to ensure equitable access to high-quality learning
and care opportunities for all children in Malta and Gozo, particularly for those aged
0-7 years. The policy emphasizes the principles of equity, inclusion, justice, and
gender equality, while striving to eliminate prejudice, stereotypes, and
discrimination. It aims to foster a learning environment where diversity is respected,
and every child's identity, language, beliefs, and culture are supported and valued.
Furthermore, the reform aims to provide gender-sensitive, culturally, linguistically,
and developmentally appropriate educational experiences that support the holistic
development of each child.

2021

Malta

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Curriculum, Laws / regulation of access reform
National

Unknown

Unknown

Providing quality education for all students regardles of background and ensuring
equal access.

National Children's Policy

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2017
Malta
ISCED O
Unknown
National
Unknown

Measures include enhancing the quality of education and providing additional
educational support to children in institutional settings, such as hospitals and
respite facilities, to help them catch up on missed schooling. Providing induction
courses for children from migrant families to help them acquire basic skills and
facilitate their integration into both the educational system and society.
Strengthening social inclusion measures and improving educational outcomes for
children from migrant families, children with special needs, and gifted children,
particularly in early childhood education. Promoting diverse pedagogies and
fostering an inclusive school environment that enables all learners to thrive and
achieve their highest academic or vocational potential.

7 STRIDE



Aim:

The aim of the National Children's Policy (2017) was to improve the accessibility
and quality of education and services for children in Malta. It sought to address the
educational, social, emotional, and physical needs of all children, with a particular
focus on promoting inclusion and providing support to vulnerable groups. The policy
aimed to strengthen early childhood education, reduce school absenteeism, support
migrant children, and ensure that all children, including those with special needs,
receive the necessary educational support. The ultimate goal was to create an
inclusive educational environment where every child could reach their full academic
or vocational potential.

The Trans, Gender Variant and Intersex Students in Schools Policy

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2017
Malta
ISCED 3
Unknown
National
Unknown

Promoting social awareness and acceptance through educational programs and
school initiatives that focus on human diversity and the inclusion of trans, gender
variant, and intersex students.

The primary aim of this reform is to foster an inclusive, safe, and respectful school
environment for all members of the school community, including students and staff.
It specifically targets creating a supportive atmosphere for trans, gender variant,
and intersex students, ensuring that they are free from harassment and
discrimination. The policy also promotes the learning of human diversity,
encouraging social awareness and acceptance of these students. By doing so, the
reform seeks to create a school climate that is safe on all levels-physically,
emotionally, and intellectually-thus supporting the successful learning and
well-being of all students, including those who are trans, gender variant, or intersex.

Students Maintenance Grants Regulations

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2016
Malta
ISCED 4+
Unknown
National
Unknown

The Students Maintenance Grants Regulations implemented several key measures.
Students who attend undergraduate and certain postgraduate courses are entitled
to receive a maintenance grant, which is distributed as a lump sum at the start of
the academic year, along with 10 four-weekly installments. The amount of the grant
depends on the chosen course of study. Eligibility for the grant is governed by
Subsidiary Legislation 605.06 - Students Maintenance Grants' Regulations, and the
grants are not merit-based, meaning that all eligible students can receive them,
regardless of their academic performance. In addition to the universal grants, a
supplementary allowance is provided to economically disadvantaged students to
further assist with their financial needs.
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Aim:

The primary aim of the reform was to provide financial support to students attending
undergraduate and some postgraduate courses in Malta. The intention was to
ensure that students have access to a maintenance grant, or stipend, to help cover
living expenses while pursuing their studies. The reform aimed to alleviate financial
barriers for students, making education more accessible to a wider range of
individuals, particularly those from economically disadvantaged backgrounds.

National Vocational Education and Training (VET) Policy

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2015

Malta

ISCED 3

System of Evaluation, Special Education Reform
National

Unknown

The MCAST Pathway Programme for learners with disabilities and learning
difficulties was reviewed, with plans to expand the program and implement it at
other VET institutions. An increased emphasis was placed on vulnerable and
marginalized groups through the application of Quality Assurance (QA) measures to
ensure that these groups are adequately supported in VET. Individualized support
and guidance are to be provided for students with learning difficulties or disabilities.
This support begins as early as primary or secondary schooling, where efforts are
made to identify opportunities for these students to progress into VET.

The primary aim of the National VET Policy is to create a more inclusive Vocational
Education and Training sector. The focus is on enhancing opportunities for students
with disabilities, learning difficulties, and those from vulnerable or marginalized
groups. The policy seeks to ensure that individuals facing such challenges can
access VET pathways and receive adequate support throughout their education
and training. It also aims to make VET more accessible and inclusive in terms of
both tuition and assessment.

Education for All: Special Needs and Inclusive Education in Malta

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2014
Malta
ISCED 3
Unknown
National
Unknown

This strategy focuses on promoting inclusion by respecting diversity in all its forms
and ensuring that educational practices address individual learner needs.

The aim of this strategy is to promote inclusivity and respect for diversity in all its
forms. It strives to ensure that all children, regardless of their individual differences
(such as age, gender, sexual orientation, beliefs, or ethnicity), can learn and thrive
in an inclusive educational environment. The strategy seeks to create policies and
practices that address the specific needs of each learner, ensuring they receive an
equitable education and the support required to succeed.
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National Strategic Policy for Poverty Reduction and for Social inclusion
2014-2024

Year: 2014
Country: Malta
Educational Level: ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Unknown

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: This strategy outlined several measures to address educational inequalities,

including consolidating after-school services, promoting cooperative educational
spaces for families, improving literacy (including digital and financial literacy), and
reducing school absenteeism and early school leaving through various
interventions.

Aim: This strategy aims to address educational inequalities and improve quality
education for all, particularly for children from disadvantaged backgrounds. Key
aims include consolidating after-school services, improving literacy (including digital
and financial literacy), addressing school absenteeism, reducing early school
leaving, and promoting a holistic healthy lifestyle. The policy also emphasizes the
importance of supporting families, especially those in disadvantaged communities,
by establishing cooperative educational spaces and strengthening the educational
stipend system for low-income students.

The Respect for All Framework

Year: 2014
Country: Malta
Educational Level: ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Unknown

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: This framework promoted values such as respect, tolerance, social justice, and
equity within the school community, fostering an inclusive school environment.

Aim: The aim of this framework is to cultivate a school environment where core values

such as respect, tolerance, social justice, equity, diversity, and inclusivity are
embedded in the ethos of the school community. It focuses on creating a positive,
safe, and supportive school environment that promotes respect for all individuals,
regardless of their backgrounds or differences.
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The Framework for the Education Strategy for Malta 2014-2024

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2014
Malta
ISCED 3
Unknown
National
Unknown

One of the broad goals was to support children from low socio-economic
backgrounds, particularly those at risk of poverty, and reduce early school leaving
by improving educational outcomes.

This strategy aims to support the educational achievement of children who are at
risk of poverty or come from low socio-economic backgrounds. It also seeks to
reduce the incidence of early school-leavers and improve the overall quality of
education for these students. The broader goal is to ensure that all students,
regardless of their socio-economic status, have access to opportunities that will
allow them to succeed and fully participate in society.

The National Literacy Strategy for All

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2014
Malta
ISCED 3
Unknown
National
Unknown

The goal was to improve literacy across all age groups, including children, youths,
adults, and third-country nationals. This strategy aimed at enhancing lifelong
literacy practices to improve educational outcomes and job prospects.

The main aim of this strategy is to improve literacy outcomes across the entire
population, including children, youths, adults, and third-country nationals. It focuses
on enhancing high-quality literacy practices throughout life (lifelong and lifewide
literacy) to ensure that individuals acquire the literacy skills necessary for personal
development, further education, and career opportunities. The strategy aims to
promote inclusive practices and increase educational qualifications, ultimately
improving job prospects and social inclusion.

Addressing Bullying Behaviour in Schools policy

Year:
Country:
Educational Level:

Kind/Type:

2014
Malta
ISCED 3

Unknown
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Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

National
Unknown

This policy aimed to create a safe and supportive educational environment by
addressing bullying and harassment, ensuring the protection of children's rights and
promoting their mental, physical, and emotional well-being.

The aim of this policy is to address and prevent bullying, harassment, and violence
in schools. It focuses on protecting the rights of children to have a safe and
supportive learning environment free from physical or emotional harm. The policy
emphasizes the importance of safeguarding students' well-being and dignity,
ensuring they are treated with respect, and promoting their mental, physical, and
social development. It seeks to create a school culture where all students feel safe
and valued.

National Lifelong Learning Strategy for Malta 2020

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2014
Malta
ISCED 4+
Unknown
National
Unknown

Facilitating women's participation in the workforce: Specifically through access to
lifelong learning opportunities. Supporting inclusivity: Leveraging lifelong learning as
a tool to empower marginalized communities, ensuring their access to educational
opportunities.

The main aim of the reform was to enhance adult learning and increase the
participation of people aged 25 to 64 years in lifelong learning. It sought to promote
and support learning across various stages of life, encompassing post-compulsory
education, Vocational Education and Training (VET), higher education, and adult
education. The reform aimed to facilitate greater inclusion, particularly for
marginalized communities, and empower individuals by broadening access to
learning opportunities that can enhance their skills and employment prospects.

Higher Education Strategy for Malta

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2014
Malta
ISCED 4+
Unknown
National

Unknown
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Key Actions:

Aim:

To implement the Higher Education Strategy for Malta, several key measures were
proposed. These measures include fostering a more inclusive environment that
promotes equality across all genders in higher education. Efforts were focused on
reducing the gap between male and female students, particularly in terms of subject
choices. While the specific implementation strategies are not detailed in the
provided text, the reform likely includes initiatives to encourage females to pursue
traditionally male-dominated fields and to provide support for all genders to
overcome barriers that may prevent their success in higher education. It also
emphasizes creating an inclusive atmosphere that supports students from diverse
backgrounds and promotes equitable access to opportunities.

The primary aim of the Higher Education Strategy for Malta is to reduce gender
differences in higher education. The reform focuses on addressing the gender gap
in both educational attainment and subject area choices. It seeks to empower
individuals to become active citizens and succeed in society, ensuring that factors
such as gender, socio-economic background, ethnicity, religion, and sexual status
do not hinder access to higher education. Specifically, the strategy aims to reduce
gender disparities in educational outcomes and promote gender equality, as a
means of tapping into untapped innovative potential and increasing overall
productivity and innovation in the country.

Teachers Regulations

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2012

Malta

ISCED 3

Teacher recruitment, requirement reform
National

Unknown

New set of regulations.

The reform aimed partly to enhance teacher respect for diversity, maintain fairness
and promote equality irrespective of gender, race, religion, sexual orientation,
appearance, age, language or different needs or abilities.

National Curriculum Framework

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2012
Malta
ISCED 3
Curriculum
National
Unknown
Unknown

Specifies the supportive infrastructure that is needed by all learners to develop their
full potential and for educators to implement the curriculum effectively
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Special Schools Reform

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2009

Malta

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Special Education Reform
National

Unknown

Measures included transforming special schools to ressource centres, offering
specialised services to students in mainstream schools, and support and training of
staff.

The reform aimed to quality education for all students.

For all children to succeed

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2005

Malta

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Special Education Reform

National

Unknown

Measures included providing a school network for special schools.

The aim of the reform was to ensure equity and inclusion.

Inclusive Education Policy

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2000

Malta

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Special Education Reform, Curriculum
National

Negative

The creation of Individualised Education Programmes (IEPs), which serve as
practical, written plans designed for students with disabilities. These plans outline
necessary modifications, adaptations, and services needed for the students to fully
access the National Minimum Curriculum. The policy aimed to support inclusion
within mainstream schools and ensure that students with disabilities could
participate in the general education system with appropriate adjustments and
support.
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Aim: The primary aim of the reform was to ensure equal educational opportunities for
students with special educational needs (SEN), particularly those with disabilities.
The policy sought to provide access to the National Minimum Curriculum for all
students, making accommodations to meet the diverse learning needs of students
with disabilities. This included the development of Individualised Education
Programmes (IEPs) to tailor educational plans to the needs of students with
disabilities, ensuring they had full access to educational entitlements.

Evaluation Referencehttps://policytoolbox.iiep.unesco.org/library/897M9EM9

Legal Notice 135 of 2000

Year: 2000
Country: Malta
Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Kind/Type: Special Education Reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: Established an Institute for Child and Parent Learning Support as an educational

structure to take initiatives in support of preventive and remedial strategies against
illiteracy and failure in schools
Aim: The reform aimed to to reduce illiteracy.
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Reforms for Netherlands

Report automatically generated by STRIDE on: 13/11/2025, 11:34:17
https://apps.islab.ntua.gr/stride

Total reforms: 2

Catch-up Programme

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2020

Netherlands

ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3
Unknown

National

Unknown

To achieve its aim, the Netherlands allocated nearly EUR 500 million in additional
funding for education, with EUR 244 million directed towards a subsidy scheme for
primary and secondary education, including secondary vocational education and
training (VET). Schools could apply for subsidies to implement voluntary catch-up
programmes between summer 2020 and 2021. These programmes included
after-school activities, catch-up sessions during school holidays, and additional
support during regular school hours. Moreover, students from teacher training
courses and pedagogical studies were encouraged to assist in delivering these
interventions.

The aim of the Catch-up Programme was to address the educational challenges
brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic. Specifically, it sought to support students
who experienced learning gaps or delays due to school closures and other
disruptions caused by the pandemic. The reform was intended to ensure that
affected students, including those who faced challenges with language or practical
training, would have access to additional educational resources and support to
mitigate the impact of the pandemic on their academic progress.

Drive to Reduce Dropout Rates

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2002

Netherlands

ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3
Special Education Reform
National

Unknown
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Key Actions:

Aim:

Focusing on improving the transition between pre-vocational and vocational
education. Enhancing special needs facilities in schools to accommodate a wider
range of students. Improving information, career guidance, and counseling for
students to help them make informed decisions about their educational paths.

The primary aim of this reform was to reduce the number of students dropping out
of school in the Netherlands. Initially, the goal was to decrease the number of
school leavers to fewer than 35,000 by 2012. However, this target was later revised
to 25,000 by 2016, reflecting a more ambitious commitment to tackling the issue.
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Reforms for Norway

Report automatically generated by STRIDE on: 13/11/2025, 11:33:59
https://apps.islab.ntua.gr/stride

Total reforms: 8

Knowledge Promotion KP20

Year: 2020
Country: Norway
Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Curriculum

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Positive

Key Actions: Introduced subject core elements and interdisciplinary themes (democracy,

sustainability, public health), reinforced inclusive practices, and strengthened
Vocational Education and Training (VET).

Aim: To deepen learning, increase interdisciplinary competence, and support inclusive,
future-oriented education.

Evaluation Referencehttps://nifu.brage.unit.no/nifu-xmlui/bitstream/handle/11250/2990375/NIFUrapport20
22-8.pdf?sequence=7

Completion Reform

Year: 2020
Country: Norway

Educational Level: ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Unknown

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Needs for adjustment

Key Actions: Granted students the right to reattempt failed subjects, emphasized dropout

prevention through systematic support, and provided personalized educational
tracks for students with diverse needs.
Aim: To improve upper secondary school completion rates to 90% by 2030.

Evaluation Referencehttps://nifu.brage.unit.no/nifu-xmlui/bitstream/handle/11250/2990375/NIFUrapport20
22-8.pdf?sequence=7
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Framework Plan for Content and Tasks of Kindergartens

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2017
Norway
ISCED 0
Curriculum
National
Negative

Mandatory progression-based pedagogy, focus on Norwegian language acquisition
for all children, and cultural rights for Sami children. Emphasis was placed on
adapting pedagogy to individual needs.

To align kindergarten pedagogy with primary education and ensure equitable and
quality early education for all.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.udir.no/tall-og-forskning/finn-forskning/rapporter/implementering-av-ram

Free Core Time

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

meplan-for-barnehager/

2015

Norway

ISCED O

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Positive

A cap on parental fees (6% of income) and the right to 20 hours of free kindergarten
weekly for all 4- and 5-year-olds from low-income families. Extended to younger
children over subsequent years.

To increase kindergarten attendance among children from low-income and
immigrant families by reducing financial barriers.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.udir.no/tall-og-forskning/finn-forskning/rapporter/evaluering-av-moderas

jonsordningene-i-barnehagen/

Right to Education for Young Refugees and Immigrants

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2014

Norway

ISCED 2, ISCED 3

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Needs for adjustment

Legal right to education was extended to this group, though only to those with
approved legal residence. The reform aimed at eventual participation in upper
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Aim:

To provide educational access to 16-18-year-old refugees and immigrants who had
not completed compulsory education.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.imdi.no/contentassets/79bd3b668a534f2ba9d2a9b1f7ffc328/20231206

_kartlegging-av-opplaringstilbud.-rapport-12-01-2024.pdf

Homework Assistance Programme

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2010

Norway

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Contradictory

Voluntary homework assistance was provided initially to grades 1-4 and extended
to all grades (1-10) by 2014. Municipalities were required to organize the
programme but given autonomy in execution.

To reduce social inequality in education by offering academic support outside of
home environments.

Evaluation ReferenceBacke-Hansen, E., Bakken, A. & Huang, L. (2013). Evaluering av

leksehjelpstilbudet 1.-4. trinn. Sluttrapport NOVA-rapport 6/13.

Knowledge Promotion KP06 (2006)

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2006

Norway

ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3
Curriculum

National

Negative

The reform replaced detailed subject descriptions with learning outcome goals,
emphasized differentiated instruction, reinforced basic skill development, introduced
national testing, career guidance, and strengthened the role of schools in cultural
and value transmission.

To shift from content-based to competence-based curricula and promote inclusivity
and differentiated education for all learners, particularly those from marginalized
groups.

Evaluation ReferenceNordahl, T. & Hausstatter, R. S. (2009). Spesialundervisningens forutsetninger,

innsatser og resultater: situasjonen til elever med seerskilte behov for oppleering i
grunnskolen under Kunnskapslgftet. Rapport nr. 9 - 2009 Hggskolen i Hedmark
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The Kindergarten Act of 2004

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2004

Norway

ISCED 0

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown

The reform introduced the legal right for all children to attend kindergarten.
Municipalities were obligated to provide kindergarten access regardless of local
capacity and were also required to make kindergartens affordable, including
through the use of capped maximum monthly fees.

To improve the quality of early childhood education, increase kindergarten
availability nationwide, and secure equitable access for all children, regardless of
background.
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Reforms for Poland
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Total reforms: 18

Education Reform

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2024

Poland

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Curriculum
National

Unknown

Measures include for instance a broader focus on civic education to foster
democratic awareness and responsibility. Health education is also being added,
with a strong emphasis on practical life skills. Homework practices are also being
restructured. In grades I-Ill of primary school, homework will no longer be assigned.
In grades IV-VIII, homework will be optional and ungraded. This move aims to
reduce pressure on students and promote equitable learning experiences. Lastly,
marks for ethics and religion-optional subjects-will no longer be included in
calculating students' grade point averages. This is intended to eliminate disparities
arising from differences in subject difficulty or participation, ensuring fairer
academic assessment.

The main objective of the 2024 education reform in Poland is to modernize the
national education system by easing the academic burden on students, ensuring
inclusivity and practical skill development, and aligning the curriculum with evolving
societal needs. This includes fostering civic responsibility, health awareness, and
equity in academic evaluation.

Early retirement of teachers

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2023

Poland

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Teacher recruitment, requirement reform
National

Unknown

‘:(STRIDE



Key Actions:

Aim:

The reform introduced specific eligibility criteria for early retirement for teachers.
The reform outlines a phased implementation based on the year of birth.

The primary aim of the reform was to regulate and clarify provisions related to the
professional promotion and work evaluation of teachers. Specifically, it intended to
formalize the eligibility and procedures for early retirement, offering a structured
path for experienced teachers to exit the workforce under defined conditions.

Maluch+ (Toddler+)

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2022

Poland

ISCED O

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Needs for adjustment

The programme supports the creation, refurbishment, and equipping of creches and
kids' clubs, thereby expanding the availability of childcare services. It primarily
targets municipalities, although other entities that create childcare spaces are also
eligible. Municipalities are granted three years to complete their projects after
receiving funding. The financial aid covers infrastructure improvements such as
reconstruction, renovation, or adaptation of facilities to meet young children's
needs. It also includes the purchase and installation of equipment. Additionally,
local authorities receive a monthly subsidy of up to PLN 837 per childcare place for
a period of three years to support ongoing operational costs of these facilities.

The Maluch+ programme was designed to expand access to early childhood
education and care in Poland. Its core goals include reducing social inequalities,
promoting the professional activation of parents (especially women), and increasing
employment. By creating and supporting childcare services for children under three
years old, the programme seeks to support families and enhance early educational
development.

Evaluation Referencehttps://web-archive.oecd.org/2021-01-22/379202-POL-country-profile.pdf

Laboratories of the Futures

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2022

Poland

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Curriculum, Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown

The reform provided financial support to 99% of public primary schools in Poland to
purchase modern educational equipment. Schools could select items from a
catalogue of 177 tools, including 3D printers, microcontrollers, and recording
equipment. The program was also set to expand to include non-public schools,
Polish schools abroad, and secondary schools. These measures aim to enable
schools to integrate practical and technical learning into regular curricula, allowing
students to conduct scientific experiments and work on creative projects.
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Aim:

The main aim of the Laboratories of the Future reform is to foster the development
of future-oriented competencies among primary school students in Poland. This
includes encouraging creativity, innovation, and practical skills through hands-on
use of modern technologies. The initiative is intended to support student
engagement, talent discovery, and better career orientation by integrating advanced
tools into the learning environment.

Vocational Education and Training Action Plan

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2022
Poland
ISCED 3
Curriculum
National
Unknown

The reform strengthened cooperation between vocational education institutions and
employer representatives, allowing for the continuous adaptation of curricula in
response to technological and economic changes. The reform expanded
opportunities for students with disabilities and introduced new, market-oriented
qualifications. The reform also emphasized regional engagement in vocational
education through the implementation of the Integrated Skills Strategy at the local
level and the launch of a national Internet portal to improve access to information
and collaboration between schools and employers.

The primary aim of the reform is to align vocational education with the needs of a
modern, technologically advanced, and increasingly digitalized economy. It seeks to
ensure that the workforce is equipped with skills relevant to evolving industry
demands, technological advancements, and the broader economic transformation
occurring in Poland.

Financial support for students with disabilities

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2020

Poland

ISCED 4+

Unknown

National

Needs for adjustment

Financial support was provided for the remuneration of sign language interpreters,
facilitating communication for students with hearing impairments. Training courses
were conducted to raise awareness among university staff and students about the
presence and needs of disabled individuals, promoting an inclusive educational
environment. Subsidies were offered for the purchase of textbooks, educational
materials, and exercise materials tailored to the needs of students with various
disabilities.
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Aim:

The primary aim of the reform was to enable students with disabilities to study at
both public and non-public higher education institutions (HEIS) in Poland. This
objective was pursued by allocating financial support from the state budget to
activities such as the remuneration of sign language interpreters and training
courses designed to raise awareness of the presence and needs of disabled
individuals at universities. In 2015, the programme allocated USD 11.5 million to
these initiatives.

Evaluation Referencehttps://op.europa.eu/webpub/eac/education-and-training-monitor/en/country-reports

/poland.html?utm

Refroma z 2017 roku dotyczy wysztkich etapéw

Year:

Country:

Educational Level:

Kind/Type:

Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Free textbook

Year:

Country:

Educational Level:

Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2017
Poland
ISCED 3

Curriculum, Laws / regulations of access reform, System of evaluation / exams
reform
National

Unknown

The key measure introduced by the reform was the return to a system where
compulsory education begins at the age of 7 and continues for 8 years in primary
schools. It also introduced a shift where students would pursue part-time
compulsory education until the age of 18. This could occur in post-primary schools
or through vocational training, either in public or non-public institutions. Additionally,
lower secondary schools, which were a feature of the system since 1999, were
phased out by 31 August 2019. The reform also emphasized the possibility for
students to fulfill their compulsory education requirements through alternative
education pathways such as vocational training or higher education courses,
provided they completed post-primary education before turning 18.

The primary aim of the reform was to reorganize and streamline Poland's education
system, particularly by revising the structure of compulsory education. It sought to
eliminate the lower secondary schools (gimnazjum) and reintroduce the 8-year
primary school, which had previously been in place before the introduction of the
lower secondary schools in 1999. This reform aimed to create a more coherent and
continuous educational experience for children, improving educational outcomes
and better preparing students for post-primary education and vocational training.

2014

Poland

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Unknown

National

Unknown

Development and distribution of free, open-licensed textbooks for primary school
students, starting with the first three grades and expanding in subsequent years.
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Aim:

Curriculum reform

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

The primary aim of the Free Textbook Programme was to alleviate the financial
burden on families by eliminating the need for parents to purchase textbooks for
their children.

- general and VET schools Year of VET Professionals

2014
Poland
ISCED 3
Curriculum
National
Unknown

Funding was provided to employers to cover the costs of offering vocational
programs to youth, supporting their involvement in VET. A significant step was the
signing of the Four-Party Agreement between the Ministries of Economy,
Education, Treasury, and Labor. This agreement focused on promoting VET,
providing support for employers engaged in vocational training, especially in special
economic zones.

The primary aim of this reform was to enhance the image and effectiveness of
Vocational Education and Training (VET) in Poland. The reform sought to shift the
perception of VET from being considered a "second choice" education to a viable,
valuable pathway for students. It aimed to align vocational training more closely
with the needs of the labor market, thereby improving the employability of
graduates and fostering closer collaboration between education institutions and
employers.

Ammendment to the School Education Act

Year:
Country:
Educational Level:

Kind/Type:

Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2013
Poland
ISCED O

Curriculum, Laws / regulations of access reform, System of evaluation / exams
reform
National

Needs for adjustment

The reform introduced the right to participate in pre-primary education for all
4-year-olds beginning in September 2015 and extended access to all 3-year-olds
starting in September 2017. Additionally, it limited the parental fee for each hour of
pre-primary education beyond the five free, compulsory hours to PLN 1
(approximately USD 0.30). To support these changes, the state budget allocated
earmarked grants to local governments to compensate for the reduced parental
payments and cover the resulting financial gap.

The reform aimed to expand access to early childhood education in Poland by
making pre-primary education more universally available and affordable. Its goal
was to improve school readiness and reduce educational inequalities from an early
age by ensuring more children could participate in formal education settings before
entering primary school.

Evaluation Referencehttps://web-archive.oecd.org/2021-01-22/379202-POL-country-profile.pdf
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Digital school programme

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2012
Poland
ISCED 3
Unknown
National
Unknown

To achieve these goals, the Digital School programme focused on providing
significant investments in ICT infrastructure, making open educational resources
like e-textbooks publicly available, and gradually introducing more free
schoolbooks. This approach ensured that students and teachers had the necessary
resources and support to use digital tools in the classroom. The implementation
involved making digital content easily accessible and ensuring that both students
and educators were equipped to use innovative didactic methods.

The aim of the Digital School programme was to enhance the educational
experience of both students and teachers in Poland by integrating information and
communications technology (ICT) into the classroom. This initiative sought to
promote innovative teaching methods supported by ICT and improve the
accessibility of educational resources. The programme was designed to provide
both students and teachers with better support through online materials and ICT
infrastructure, ensuring that digital tools were fully utilized for educational purposes.

Ammendment to the School Education Act

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2011

Poland

ISCED 0

Curriculum, Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown

The reform introduced a capped fee structure, limiting the amount parents had to
pay to 1 PLN per hour for pre-primary education beyond the 5 compulsory free
hours. To support this, local governments received earmarked grants from the
national budget to cover the additional expenses. Furthermore, the reform
established new entitlements: from September 2015, all 4-year-olds were granted
the right to participate in pre-primary education, and by September 2017, this right
was extended to include all 3-year-olds, ensuring availability of placements in early
childhood education institutions.

The primary aim of the 2013 amendments to the School Education Act in Poland
was to improve access to and affordability of early childhood education. The reform
intended to increase participation in pre-primary education by reducing cost barriers
and gradually extending the right to education for younger children.
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The reform of Higher Education in 2011 and amendments in 2014

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2011
Poland
ISCED 4+
Unknown
National
Unknown

It established a system for tracking graduates' career paths using anonymised data
from the social security system. Higher education institutions (HEIs) were granted
increased autonomy in designing their curricula, allowing them greater flexibility and
responsiveness. Additionally, the reform mandated a three-month compulsory
internship for students enrolled in practical study programmes. It also encouraged
greater participation of employers in both the curriculum design and the teaching
process. Another important provision was enabling HEIs to validate learning
outcomes that students had achieved outside the formal education system.

The primary aim of this reform was to modernize and enhance the quality and
relevance of higher education in Poland. It focused on improving alignment
between academic education and labour market needs, promoting institutional
autonomy, and recognizing non-formal learning outcomes.

The Internationalisation of Higher Education Programme

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2011
Poland
ISCED 4+
Unknown
National
Unknown

Polish government allocated substantial funding to support international education
initiatives. This includes financing for international summer schools, language
training programs, and the development of degree programs taught in foreign
languages.

The primary aim of the reform is to enhance the internationalisation of Poland's
higher education system. This encompasses increasing the number of international
students, fostering international collaborations, and elevating the global standing of
Polish universities. The overarching goal is to position Poland as an attractive
destination for study and research on the global stage.
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Lower the age of compulsory education from 7 to 6

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Curriculum reform

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2009

Poland

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Curriculum, Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown

The reform was introduced gradually. Initially passed in 2009, it planned a phased
reduction in the school starting age. Its full implementation was delayed multiple
times due to political controversy and public resistance. Eventually, the policy
required children born in 2008 to begin school in 2014, and those born in 2009 to
start in 2015. The implementation faced widespread opposition, particularly from
parents and educators, leading to strong societal pushback, including the widely
publicized "Save the Children" (Ratuj Maluchy) campaign.

The primary aim of the reform was to lower the compulsory school starting age from
7 to 6 years old. Policymakers advocated this change to align with broader
European education systems, accelerate early learning, and potentially improve
long-term educational and economic outcomes by starting formal education earlier.

- general and VET school

2008
Poland
ISCED 3
Curriculum
National
Unknown

Several measures were implemented as part of this reform. First, the national
curriculum was adjusted to focus more on learning outcomes that define
competencies rather than detailed subject-specific content. This allowed for a more
flexible, skills-oriented approach to education. Additionally, the reform introduced a
shift in examination standards, with assessments now evaluating general skills
instead of just knowledge. Another significant change was the increase in the
autonomy of schools, allowing school principals to manage instructional time more
flexibly and tailor their educational offerings to meet the required learning
outcomes.

The aim of the reform was to shift the focus of the national core curriculum from
narrow, subject-specific content to a broader emphasis on transversal skills and
competences. This change was intended to foster experimentation, scientific
inquiry, problem-solving, reasoning, and collaboration among students. The reform
sought to align educational outcomes with more general skills, moving away from
an exclusive focus on the assessment of knowledge. Additionally, the reform aimed
to increase the autonomy of schools, giving them greater flexibility to develop their
own programs rather than being bound by predefined national textbooks and
materials.
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Polish Qualifications Framework for Lifelong Learning

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2006

Poland

ISCED 3, ISCED 4+
Curriculum

National

Unknown

Several key measures were implemented as part of this reform. These included the
development of the National Qualifications Framework for Higher Education in 2006
and the creation of the Polish Qualifications Framework in 2008, which was aligned
with European standards. Furthermore, the Integrated Qualifications System was
introduced in 2016 to establish a cohesive structure for recognizing qualifications
across both formal and non-formal education sectors. In addition, standards for
validation and quality assurance were put in place to ensure the credibility and
recognition of qualifications.

The primary aim of the Polish Qualifications Framework for Lifelong Learning was
to enhance mobility and flexibility within the labour market. It was designed to
ensure that qualifications are more easily understood, compared, and recognized
across different sectors and educational systems. The reform aimed to improve
access to education and training for people of all ages, thereby supporting lifelong
learning as a means of increasing employment opportunities and adaptability to
changing labor market needs.

The reform of education

Year:
Country:
Educational Level:

Kind/Type:

Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

1999
Poland
ISCED O

Curriculum, Laws / regulations of access reform, System of evaluation / exams
reform, Teacher recruitment, requirement reform
National

Positive

The reform introduced significant structural changes to the Polish education
system. It replaced the existing 8-year primary school followed by a 4-year high
school model with a new structure comprising a 6-year primary school, a 3-year
lower secondary school (gimnazjum), and a 3-year upper secondary school. This
change effectively delayed the tracking of students into vocational or academic
paths by one year, allowing for a longer period of general education. Additionally,
the reform introduced a national core curriculum, providing a standardized
framework for what students should learn, while allowing schools some flexibility in
how to deliver the content.

The primary objective of the 1999 Education Reform was to equalize educational
opportunities across the country. By restructuring the educational system and
introducing standardized curricula and assessments, the reform aimed to provide all
students, regardless of their socioeconomic background or place of residence, with
access to a high-quality education.

Evaluation Referencebrucker, L.F., Horn, D. & Jakubowski, M. The labour market effects of the polish

educational reform of 1999. J Labour Market Res 56, 13 (2022).
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12651-022-00317-4
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Plan for the Integration, Inclusion, and School Success of Migrant
Students in Portugal.

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2024

Portugal

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown

Measures include the employment of language and cultural mediators to assist with
communication and cultural adaptation. Tools for diagnosing and guiding students
were updated, especially in relation to Portuguese as a foreign language, to ensure
better placement based on the students' language proficiency. Additionally, the
assessment of migrant students was clarified by adapting retention criteria in basic
education and providing differentiated conditions for students in all tests and
exams, including in upper secondary education. The reform also simplified
equivalences in basic education, making it easier for migrant students to integrate
into the system.

The primary aim of the reform was to improve the educational integration, inclusion,
and success of migrant students in Portugal. This initiative was driven by the
significant increase in the number of migrant pupils, who now represent 13.9% of
the student population in the 2023/24 school year. Specifically, the reform sought to
support students whose first language is not Portuguese, addressing their language
challenges and promoting their academic achievement through various strategies.

Changes to the regulation concerning public financial support and grants to
higher education students

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:

Coverage:

2024

Portugal

ISCED 4+

Laws / regulations of access reform

National
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Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Unknown

The reform introduced several key measures. First, it offers benefits to working
students to make higher education more accessible for them. Second, it expands
eligibility for financial support for accommodation to a greater number of students,
particularly those studying away from home. Third, it reduces the time it takes for
students already enrolled in short-cycle higher education courses (higher
professional technical courses) to start receiving financial grants. Additionally, some
of these measures reflect aspects of the "You Have a Future in Portugal” (Tens
Futuro em Portugal) programme, which aims to provide broader support for young
people.

The aim of the reform is to increase the number of students pursuing higher
education programmes in Portugal. The Ministry of Education, Science, and
Innovation intends to make the financial support and grants more aligned with the
real socio-economic situations of students. This includes promoting academic
success and reducing the number of early leavers in higher education.

Students' well-being and quality of life in higher education

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2024

Portugal

ISCED 4+

Laws / regulations of access reform, System of evaluation / exams reform
National

Unknown

As part of the reform, the government entered into protocols with psychologist and
nutritionist associations. These agreements provide a substantial number of
consultations at higher education institutions: 100,000 psychology consultations
and 50,000 nutritionist consultations. The financial commitment for these services is
2.25 million euros in 2024, which will increase to 5.625 million euros in 2025. The
consultations are intended to support students' mental health and nutrition, helping
to improve their overall well-being.

The primary aim of the reform is to reduce the dropout rate among students
entering higher education, which stands at around 11 percent by the end of the first
year. The reform seeks to counteract this issue by enhancing students' mental and
physical well-being, ultimately improving their ability to succeed in their academic
endeavors.

Child Guarantee Action Plan

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2023

Portugal

ISCED O

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown
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Key Actions:

Aim:

The Action Plan outlines comprehensive social and educational measures. These
include ensuring effective access for children in need to free healthcare, education,
early childhood education and care, adequate nutrition, and decent housing.
Specifically in education, the plan promotes inclusive and equitable learning
opportunities, extends early childhood education coverage, supports school meals
and extracurricular activities, and enhances educational support services for
vulnerable children. It emphasizes coordinated intervention from education, social
protection, and health sectors to ensure that disadvantaged children are not left
behind.

The primary aim of the Child Guarantee Action Plan 2022-2030 is to prevent and
combat poverty and social exclusion, with a particular focus on children and young
people. It seeks to uphold children's rights, reduce child poverty, and promote equal
opportunities. This national initiative aligns with the broader European target set by
the 11th principle of the European Pillar of Social Rights Action Plan, which aims to
lift at least 5 million children out of poverty across the EU by 2030.

Creche Feliz Programme

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2023

Portugal

ISCED O

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown

Under the Creche Feliz Programme free access is granted to all creches operating
within the social and solidarity sector, social security-registered childminders, and
eligible private for-profit creches that have joined the programme. The support
targets children from families within the first and second income contribution
brackets. These children are eligible for free care during the years they attend the
creche, including standard services and activities provided by the institutions. The
financial support is transferred directly to the participating institutions, meaning
families incur no cost except for optional services. The initiative also includes a
digital platform - the Creche Feliz application - through which families can search
for available places, arrange visits, and submit applications.

The primary aim of the Creche Feliz Programme is to promote equal access to
early childhood education and care by providing free access to creche services. It
seeks to ease the financial burden on families, especially those with lower incomes,
and improve educational and social inclusion from an early age. The reform also
intends to encourage greater participation in early childhood education among
eligible children, thereby fostering better long-term educational outcomes.

2023 Revision of the Higher Education Access System

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2023

Portugal

ISCED 4+

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown
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Key Actions:

Aim:

The introduction of diversified access routes to higher education institutions (HEISs)
and increased autonomy for institutions, accompanied by greater accountability.
The increase in the number of entrance examinations required for the national
admission application system, now potentially two or three, as decided by the
higher education institutions. The creation of a priority quota for underprivileged
students, ensuring that 2% of places in each study cycle (or two places) are
reserved for beneficiaries of school social assistance.

The primary aim of this reform is to improve the higher education access process
by making it more efficient, fairer, and inclusive. The reform aims to streamline the
timing of admissions, diversify access routes, increase institutional autonomy, and
better regulate the entrance system. One key focus is ensuring that all students,
regardless of their admission phase, start their studies at the same time, minimizing
gaps and potential loss of teaching time. The reform also seeks to expand access
for underprivileged students, emigrants, and older candidates, fostering a more
equitable and accessible higher education system.

National Access System

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2023

Portugal

ISCED 4+

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown

Starting from the 2023/2024 academic year, the reform allocated over 2,000 places
within the National Access System to deprived students. These places are reserved
for students who benefit from Social Support level A. In particular, at least two
places in each study cycle (representing 2% of the available spots) will be
prioritized for this group. The reform is voluntary for public higher education
institutions, but all of them chose to participate in this initiative.

The main aim of this reform was to address the underrepresentation of deprived
students in the higher education system, especially in competitive courses. The
reform seeks to ensure that students benefiting from Social Support level A are
given priority in accessing higher education, with a specific focus on increasing the
number of these students in public universities and competitive study fields.

Integration of Ukrainian children and young people

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2022

Portugal

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown
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Key Actions:

Aim:

Procedures for recognizing foreign qualifications and determining appropriate
school placement were simplified. This aims to expedite their enroliment in the right
school year and educational program. Secondly, students are gradually integrated
into the Portuguese curriculum, with a particular focus on providing support for
learning the Portuguese language. Another important measure is the creation of
multidisciplinary teams, which may include specialized teachers, psychologists,
social workers, interpreters, and other professionals. These teams are tasked with
developing strategies tailored to the specific needs of the children and young
people based on available resources.

The primary aim of this reform is to facilitate the swift and effective integration of
children and young people from Ukraine, who are beneficiaries or applicants for
international protection, into the Portuguese education system. The reform seeks to
provide an agile and simplified process for these children and young people,
ensuring that they can access education on an equal footing with Portuguese
nationals, regardless of their legal status.

Educational Measures for Increased Qualification and Equity in Higher

Education

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2022

Portugal

ISCED 4+

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown

An automatic scholarship was established for students entering higher education
via the national public application system, provided they belong to the first, second,
or third family allowance brackets. This scholarship was designed to increase
accessibility to higher education for lower-income families.

The main objective of this educational reform is to combat educational inequalities
and improve the qualification levels of the Portuguese population. Specifically, the
reform targets a goal of having 50% of individuals in the 30-34 age bracket attain
higher education qualifications by the year 2030.

Universal Free Early Childhood Education Reform

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2018

Portugal

ISCED 0

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown

Between 2017 and 2019, the Portuguese government introduced universal free
pre-primary education for children aged 3 to 5. By 2018, preschool education was
made voluntarily accessible to 3-year-olds, while full coverage had already been
extended to 4- and 5-year-olds.
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Aim:

The reform aimed to provide universal access to free early childhood education in
Portugal. It sought to ensure that all children aged 3 to 5 years could access
pre-primary education by 2019 and that all children attending créches (infant care,
typically for children under age 3) would gradually benefit from free access by 2024.
The overarching goal was to improve educational equity, promote early childhood
development, and reduce socioeconomic disparities in access to early education.

National Programme to Promote Educational Success

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2016

Portugal

ISCED 3

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown

The programme emphasizes early intervention to prevent school failure and grade
repetition. The reform includes the creation of a basic student profile to better
assess competencies across a range of subjects. Additional tutoring and support
are provided to students who have already repeated a grade, aiming to help them
catch up and succeed academically. The reform promotes greater school autonomy,
particularly in pedagogical decisions, through the Curriculum Flexibility and
Autonomy programme, which allows schools more flexibility in how they deliver
their curriculum.

The main aim of the National Programme to Promote Educational Success is to
combat school failure and grade repetition in Portugal, with a particular focus on
improving academic success and learning outcomes, especially in the early years
of schooling. The programme seeks to reduce educational inequalities and enhance
the overall performance of students across various disciplines. It also promotes a
more personalized approach to education by examining individual student
competencies and providing targeted support for students who have already
repeated grades.

National Strategy for the Integration of Roma Communities

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2013

Portugal

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Positive

To meet these goals, several concrete measures were implemented. In 2013, the
Ministry of Education created a database to track students from itinerant Roma
families, aimed at monitoring school attendance and supporting the completion of
compulsory education. The strategy was developed and executed through
collaborative efforts involving the High Commissioner for Migration, the Ministry of
Education, civil society organizations, Roma community representatives, and
subject matter experts. Additionally, an Advisory Group for Roma Communities was
established to oversee and monitor the strategy's implementation.
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Aim: The central aim of the National Strategy for the Integration of Roma Communities
reform was to promote the educational inclusion of Roma children in Portugal.
Specifically, it sought to ensure access to pre-primary education, increase
completion rates of compulsory education among Roma students, and improve
access to tertiary education. This was part of a broader effort to enhance the social
integration of Roma communities.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.acm.gov.pt/documents/10181/222357/ENICC_Evaluation_Report_2013
_2014.pdf

The reform of the VET upper secondary syllabus

Year: 2013
Country: Portugal
Educational Level: ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Curriculum

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: Strengthening cooperation between VET institutions and the private sector to

ensure that the programs are more aligned with industry needs. The introduction of
curricula reorganizations in 2016 to align VET programs with the European Credit
System for Vocational Education and Training (ECVET). The discontinuation of the
Specific Vocational Programmes initiative in 2012 at the primary and lower
secondary levels, which was seen to risk early segregation and low-skilling.

Aim: The primary aim of the reform was to improve the transitions between Vocational
Education and Training (VET), general education, and tertiary education. This
reform sought to enhance the alignment of vocational education with the labor
market by increasing work-based learning opportunities and fostering stronger
cooperation between the educational system and the private sector.

Programme to Combat School Failure and School Dropout

Year: 2012
Country: Portugal
Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Kind/Type: Laws / regulations of access reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: The reform implemented a range of preventive and supportive educational

strategies. These included increased provision of personalized support for students
identified as at risk of academic failure, development of more vocational education
and training opportunities in upper secondary schools, and the establishment of a
coherent national VET strategy. This strategy not only aimed to diversify
educational offerings but also involved collaboration with the business sector to
ensure vocational programmes were aligned with labour market needs and more
appealing to students.

Aim: The main aim of the reform was to reduce school failure and prevent early school
leaving by offering targeted support to at-risk students in primary and secondary
education. It also sought to enhance the attractiveness and legitimacy of vocational
education and training (VET) as an equal pathway to general secondary education.
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Third Generation of the Education Territories of Priority Intervention
Programme (TEIP 3)

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2012

Portugal

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Positive

TEIP 3 introduced several key measures, including a stronger emphasis on
changing teaching and learning processes to enhance educational quality. From the
2015/16 school year, schools involved in the programme were required to develop
and implement multi-annual improvement plans spanning three school years,
promoting long-term strategic and sustainable school-level initiatives. The scope of
TEIP was also expanded significantly, growing from covering 1% of school clusters
in 2012 to 17% (137 school clusters, or 16% of all students from primary to
secondary education) by 2016. These schools were expected to conduct
self-assessments through both formative and final annual reports, contributing to
national-level evaluations.

The primary aim of TEIP 3 is to promote educational success and reduce early
school leaving in areas with higher-than-average levels of social disadvantage and
school dropout. The reform seeks to improve the quality of learning, reduce
disciplinary issues and absenteeism, enhance students' transitions to the labour
market, and strengthen coordination among schools, civil society, and training
institutions. Additionally, the reform aims to make the education system more
adaptable to students' needs.

Evaluation Referencehttps://repositorio-aberto.up.pt/bitstream/10216/78545/2/34625.pdf

National Programme to Promote Educational Success

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2012

Portugal

ISCED 3

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown

To achieve its goals, PERA implemented several measures. The programme
offered a morning meal, including items such as milk, yogurt, sandwiches, cereals,
and juices, to students in need. In the 2012/13 academic year, approximately
14,000 students benefited from this initiative, while around 12,000 students were
supported in the 2013/14 academic year. The programme was implemented in 387
school groupings and non-grouped schools across the country. Partnerships were
established with various entities, including food companies, social institutions, and
local municipalities, to ensure the distribution and provision of meals. Notably,
companies like Nestlé contributed by offering products for the meals, and transport
companies facilitated the delivery to schools.
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Aim: The primary objective of National Programme to Promote Educational
Success(PERA) was to provide a morning meal to students identified by their
schools as facing food shortages. Additionally, the programme aimed to increase
awareness among students and their families about the importance of a healthy diet
and the practice of eating breakfast at home.

Individualised Educational Programmes for Children and Youth with Special
Educational Needs

Year: 2008
Country: Portugal
Educational Level: ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Laws / regulations of access reform, Special Education Reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Negative

Key Actions: The integration of the International Classification of Functioning, Disability, and

Health (ICF) framework into the assessment process, ensuring a comprehensive
evaluation of students' functional abilities and environmental factors.

Aim: The primary aim of the reform was to enhance the inclusion of students with
significant and permanent special educational needs (SEN) within the regular
schooling system. This was achieved by providing specialized
support-encompassing learning, medical, and evaluative services-to ensure these
students could participate effectively in mainstream education. The reform sought
to promote educational equity, autonomy, and successful integration into society
and the workforce for these students.

Evaluation ReferenceCastro, S., Pinto, A., & Simeonsson, R. J. (2012). Content analysis of Portuguese
individualized education programmes for young children with autism using the
ICF-CY framework. European Early Childhood Education Research Journal, 22(1),
91-104. https://doi.org/10.1080/1350293X.2012.704303

School Clusters

Year: 2006
Country: Portugal
Educational Level: ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Laws / regulations of access reform

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Unknown

Key Actions: The primary measure implemented under the School Clusters reform was the

reorganization of public schools into clusters. These clusters grouped schools from
various education levels under centralized leadership. By 2012, these clusters
represented a quarter of all pre-primary, primary, and secondary schools in
Portugal. The government closed isolated and underperforming schools and
relocated students to larger, better-equipped schools. This restructuring also
emphasized improved collaboration among educators and better organizational
practices within schools, with the goal of enhancing educational outcomes and
providing broader learning experiences for students.
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Aim:

The aim of the School Clusters reform was to improve the organization and
functioning of the public school network. Specifically, the reform aimed to facilitate
the transition between different education levels, address geographical isolation,
and reduce social exclusion. It also sought to close isolated schools with poor
facilities and low academic performance, transferring their students to larger, often
newly built schools. Additionally, the reform aimed to foster greater collaboration
among teachers, improve the organization of work within schools, and provide
students with more diverse and comprehensive learning opportunities.
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Compulsory kindergarten

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2020

Romania

ISCED O

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Needs for adjustment

The reform introduced the compulsory nature of the final year of ECEC starting in
September 2020. From September 2023, the starting age for compulsory education
was lowered to 4 years, with further plans to reduce the starting age to 3 years by
2030. Additionally, the reform ensured that education in the public sector remains
free, with only fees for meals in long-hour programs. The reform also established a
subsidy system for children from disadvantaged backgrounds to help cover the cost
of meals. However, attendance at ECEC services for children under the age of 5
remains non-compulsory. The reform also sought to improve the quality of ECEC
services, with efforts to support rural areas and promote higher participation in early
education.

The aim of the reform was to make the final year of Early Childhood Education and
Care (ECEC) compulsory, ensuring that children benefit from early education before
entering the formal education system. The reform also sought to reduce disparities
in access to education, particularly in rural areas, and provide more inclusive
educational opportunities for children from disadvantaged backgrounds. The
broader goal was to improve the quality and accessibility of early childhood
education across Romania.

Evaluation Referencehttps://eurochild.org/uploads/2021/09/Romania-Country-Profile.pdf

Inclusive and quality early childhood education and care (ETIC)

Year:
Country:
Educational Level:

Kind/Type:

2019
Romania
ISCED O

Teacher recruitment, requirement reform
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Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

National
Unknown

A framework document was developed to support the diagnosis and forecast of
early education services, and to ensure quality service implementation. The project
resulted in the completion of training by 2,401 teachers who participated in the
ETIC training program.

The primary goal of the reform was to improve the quality of early childhood
education and care in Romania, particularly for children under the age of three. The
reform aimed to enhance the organizational and operational frameworks in early
education, strengthen the skills of teachers and specialists, and establish a
coherent institutional framework to support early childhood education. It also sought
to raise awareness about the importance of early childhood education and care.

Compulsory School Leaving Age increased to 18

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Hot Meal Program

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2019
Romania
ISCED 3
Unknown
National
Unknown

The reform introduced a number of key measures to achieve its objectives. The
Law amends the National Education Law by stating that compulsory education
would now include not only primary and secondary education but also the first two
years of upper secondary education. The reform also stipulated a phased approach
for full implementation of compulsory education across various levels.

The primary aim of the reform was to extend compulsory education in Romania up
to the age of 18, which means ensuring that all individuals complete upper
secondary education. This amendment aimed to promote greater inclusivity in
education, bridge the gap to tertiary education, and uphold the right to education for
all children, ensuring that education is accessible until the end of high school.

2016

Romania

ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Needs for adjustment
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Key Actions:

Aim:

The Hot Meal Pilot Program started in 2016 in 50 schools and gradually expanded
to include more institutions. By 2021, the program had reached 150 public schools,
providing food support to preschoolers and students in primary, secondary, early
childhood education (ECEC), and vocational education and training (VET)
establishments. In the 2020/2021 academic year, the program reached 60% of all
primary and secondary school-aged students, as well as some in pre-school and
VET programs. Specifically, 1.9 million children received food under this program,
out of the 3.2 million children in Romania. The program was extended for the
2022/2023 school year, covering 450 public schools, with preschoolers and school
students receiving either a free hot meal or a food package, with a limit of RON 15
per day per beneficiary.

The primary aim of the Hot Meal Pilot Program is to reduce the school dropout rate
and ensure fair, non-discriminatory access to quality education for all children and
students in Romania. It seeks to provide real financial support for parents, stimulate
student participation in the educational process, and ensure that all children,
including those from disadvantaged backgrounds, have equal access to education.

Evaluation Referencehttps://gcnf.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Romania_2021_final2.pdf

Strategy for the Reduction of Early School Leaving in Romania

Year:
Country:
Educational Level:

Kind/Type:

Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2015
Romania
ISCED 3

Curriculum, Laws / regulations of access reform, teacher recruitment, requirement
reform
National

Unknown

Measures included enhancing access to primary education, supporting schools in
disadvantaged communities, and creating inclusive environments. Completion of
Compulsory Education: Providing remedial education programs, individualized
student counseling, and engagement with families and communities. Reintegration
into Education: Implementing the "Second Chance" program to bring early leavers
back into the education system. Institutional Support: Strengthening administrative
capacities, training teachers, and fostering positive learning environments through
pedagogical innovation.

The primary aim of the Strategy is to reduce early school leaving by addressing its
root causes through a coherent and sustained policy of prevention, intervention,
and compensation. In the short term, the focus is on youth aged 11-17 to prevent
dropouts. The medium-term goal was to reduce the proportion of young people
(aged 18-24) who leave school early to no more than 11.3% by 2020. In the long
term, the reform aims to contribute to Romania's smart and inclusive growth by
reducing the risk of unemployment, poverty, and social exclusion among young
people.

Romania Secondary Education Project (ROSE)

Year:
Country:
Educational Level:

Kind/Type:

2015
Romania
ISCED 3, ISCED 4+

Laws / regulations of access reform, teacher recruitment, requirement reform
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Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

National
Positive

The ROSE project was implemented through a decentralized approach that
included individual grants to high schools and universities. A total of 874 grants
were awarded to high schools and 393 to universities. Activities funded through
these grants included remedial education, career counseling, coaching and
socio-emotional skills development, extracurricular activities, and teacher mentoring
to improve pedagogy and curriculum adaptability. Mentors were assigned to support
pedagogical teams in enhancing student-centered teaching practices. The target
groups were 1,100 low-performing state high schools, especially those serving
disadvantaged students, along with high school staff, and students enrolled in the
first year of university, particularly from underprivileged backgrounds.

The primary aim of ROSE was to reduce dropout rates in upper secondary
education and during the first year of tertiary education in Romania. It also sought
to increase the success rate of students at the Baccalaureate exam and to improve
the transition from high school to university, particularly among disadvantaged
students.

Evaluation Referencewww.rose-edu.ro /romania-secondary-education-project/

Preparatory Grade

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2012

Romania

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Unknown

National

Positive

The reform mandated the enrollment of all children who turned six before the
beginning of the school year into a newly created preparatory grade, now part of
compulsory education. A specific curriculum was developed focusing on physical,
socio-emotional, cognitive, language, communication, and learning skills. Key
characteristics of this grade included the absence of grades and textbooks, a lighter
schedule, and practical, child-centered learning activities. Additionally, teachers
received specialized training to deliver this new curriculum effectively.

The main goal of the reform was to facilitate a smoother and more effective
transition of children from kindergarten to formal schooling. Specifically, it aimed to
help children adapt to the school environment and develop foundational skills
necessary for academic success. According to Romanian education law, the
preparatory grade was intended to prevent early school abandonment and to create
conditions for better long-term educational and labor market integration.

Evaluation Referencehttps://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000230309

Policy change on minority education

Year:
Country:
Educational Level:

Kind/Type:

2011
Romania
ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3

Curriculum, System of evaluation / exams reform
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Coverage: National
Evaluation: Negative

Key Actions: The reform allowed all school subjects to be taught in minority languages, thereby
eliminating restrictions from earlier legislation. Secondly, the Romanian language
curriculum was differentiated for minority students, acknowledging their distinct
linguistic background, and specially designed textbooks were developed. Thirdly,
national examinations were made available in several minority languages. The
reform also implemented affirmative action provisions, such as mandated minority
representation in educational bodies and school leadership. Another key measure
was the regulation allowing the creation of small or merged "simultaneous" classes
in isolated or low-population areas. Additionally, there were logistical support
measures, including partial reimbursement of travel and accommodation costs for
students commuting to minority-language schools outside their home settlements.

Aim: The primary aim of the reform is to ensure the rights of national minorities in
Romania to receive education in their mother tongue across all levels and forms of
pre-university education. It seeks to promote linguistic diversity, safeguard minority
cultures, and align Romania's education system with principles of local autonomy
and positive discrimination. It also addresses structural barriers to equitable access,
especially in rural or demographically declining minority communities.

Evaluation Referencell) Papp Z., Attila, Janos Marton, Istvadn GergQ Székely & GergQ Barna (2
Hungarian-language education: Legal framework, institutional structure and
assessment of school performances. In Tamas Kiss et al. (eds.), Unequal
accommodation of minority rights: Hungarians in Transylvania, pp. 249-292. Cham:
Palgrave Macmillan. DOI: 10.1007/978-3-319-78893-7_6

Integrated education of SEN students & other measures

Year: 2011
Country: Romania
Educational Level: ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Curriculum, Laws / regulations of access reform, Special Education Reform
Coverage: National

Evaluation: Positive

Key Actions: The establishment of methodologies for assessment, advice, and guidance for

children with SEN, facilitating their inclusion into the regular educational system.
The development and approval of a specific curriculum tailored to the needs of SEN
students. The creation of the National Centre for Inclusive Education (CNEI) in the
2023 Law on Education, designed to promote quality inclusive education and
provide support at the national level. In 2014, a specific curriculum for special
vocational education was introduced, allowing for the professionalization of SEN
students within vocational education and training (VET) schools. The Government
Decision no. 564/2017 clarified the rights of SEN students, establishing
mechanisms to ensure they had allocated places in high schools based on
ministerial orders.

Aim: The aim of this reform was to integrate children with special educational needs into
the mainstream educational system, ensuring they received quality education
through an inclusive approach. It focused on providing educational services tailored
to students with SEN, promoting their participation in mainstream education while
supporting them with appropriate services and a specialized curriculum. The reform
aimed to reduce the segregation of children with special needs in education and
improve their access to a broader range of educational opportunities.

Evaluation Referencehttps://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000230309
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Ban on Segregation

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2004

Romania

ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Negative

The 2007 Ministerial Order officially prohibited ethnic-based school segregation and
introduced a methodology for its prevention and elimination. In 2016, Order No.
6134 expanded on this by defining segregation practices more precisely, including
segregated school units, classrooms, buildings, or even seating arrangements (e.g.,
placing Roma children in the back rows). The 2023 Education Law reinforced these
principles by integrating inclusive education into the mainstream system and adding
obligations for intra-school monitoring, including at the level of buildings and
classrooms, to ensure mixed groupings that reflect the broader socio-cultural and
ethnic diversity.

The central aim of the reform was to prevent and eliminate the segregation of
Romani children and other vulnerable groups in the Romanian education system.
This effort sought to promote educational inclusion and equity by ensuring that all
students, regardless of ethnicity, socio-economic background, or disability, are
integrated into mainstream classrooms and schools, thereby preventing
discrimination and fostering equal opportunities in education.

Evaluation Referencel) https://researchandeducation.ro/2023/02/15/roma-childrens-school-segregation-a

s-a-persistent-public-educational-system-issue-in-romania.html

Extended compulsory education

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2003

Romania

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown

Extension of Compulsory Education: The duration of mandatory schooling was
increased from eight to ten years. This change meant that students were required
to continue their education through the end of lower secondary school, typically until
the age of 16. Reduction in School Entry Age: The age at which children begin
formal education was lowered from seven to six years. This adjustment was
intended to provide earlier educational engagement, fostering better learning
outcomes from a younger age.

The aim was to enhance educational access and quality in Romania. By extending
compulsory education from eight to ten years and lowering the school entry age
from seven to six, the reform aimed to align Romania's educational standards with
broader European norms. This initiative sought to address issues of educational
inequality and to improve overall literacy and skill levels among the youth.
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Priority Education Zones

Year: 2003
Country: Romania

Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Kind/Type: Unknown

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Positive

Key Actions: The ZEP project, initiated in 2003 by the Institute of Education Sciences in

partnership with UNICEF and NGOs, employed a multi-faceted strategy involving
students, parents, teachers, and school administrators. It focused on three main
components: management, counseling and parental involvement, and education.
Specific measures included: Financial incentives for teachers working in ZEP
schools.

Aim: The primary aim of the Priority Education Zones (ZEP) reform in Romania was to
reduce school dropout and absenteeism among students from disadvantaged
backgrounds. The project sought to address educational inequality by supporting
students at high risk of dropping out-particularly those from marginalized or
socioeconomically disadvantaged environments-by creating systemic interventions
within selected schools.

Evaluation Referencehttps://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000230309

Roma Mediators

Year: 2001
Country: Romania
Educational Level: ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3

Kind/Type: Unknown

Coverage: National

Evaluation: Negative

Key Actions: The implementation began as a pilot project in 1998-1999 with training of

mediators. Between 2003 and 2014, over 1,200 Roma school mediators were

trained by the Romanian Ministry of Education. From 2011 onward, the

UNICEF-supported "Hai la _coal !" campaign trained 50-60 mediators ann
introduced a dedicated guidebook titled The School Mediator's Guide. The

2015-2020 Strategy for the Inclusion of Romanian Citizens of Roma Ethnicity

established a goal of employing school mediators in every school where Roma

students made up more than 15% of the enroliment, targeting 1,680 such

institutions by 2020. Mediators' responsibilities include promoting school

attendance, encouraging parental involvement, and facilitating communication

between families, communities, and schools.

Aim: The primary aim of this reform was to improve access to education and reduce
school segregation for Roma children by fostering better communication and
cooperation between schools, families, and communities. Specifically, it sought to
support school attendance and participation of Roma students by addressing
socio-cultural and systemic barriers that hinder their educational engagement.

Evaluation ReferencePop, F. and Balea, B. (2016). School Mediators in the Romanian Education System.
A Discussion on Their Role in Addressing Educational Inequalities. Social Change
Review, 14(2): 149-176.
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Access to education for disadvantaged groups, with a special focus on Roma

(PHARE)

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2001

Romania

ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3
Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Positive

The programme began in 2001 with implementation in ten counties. It supported 74
school units, including kindergartens. Key measures included increasing enrolment
in kindergartens, improving preschool education, reducing early dropouts, and
launching second chance education. In 2005, the programme was expanded to an
additional twelve counties and three of the initial ten, with increased funding totaling
11.33 million. New components introduced included school desegregation, parental
involvement in education, integration of children with special educational needs into
mainstream schools, creation of inclusive education resource centers, and a
nationwide rollout of the "Second Chance" programme for primary education by
2006.

The primary objective of the PHARE programme was to improve access to and the
quality of education for disadvantaged groups in Romania, especially the Roma
population. It aimed to increase early enrolment in kindergartens, reduce school
dropouts, facilitate the completion of compulsory education, and introduce second
chance education programmes for individuals who had left the school system
prematurely. In its later phases, the reform also targeted desegregation of schools
and the inclusion of children with special educational needs.

Evaluation Referencehttps://old.romaeducationfund.org/sites/default/files/publications/romania_report.pdf

Second Chance Programs

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

1999

Romania

ISCED 3

Laws / regulations of access reform
Unknown

Unknown

It includes a range of interventions such as, collaboration between educational
institutions, local authorities, NGOs, and social partners; the use of flexible and
personalized teaching methods; active learning approaches; modular curricula; and
a strong emphasis on vocational skills and digital literacy. The reform was
institutionalized through several ministerial orders in 2005 and became integrated
into broader national and EU-funded programs, such as Phare's "Access to
Education for Disadvantaged Groups" and the UNICEF-backed Education Priority
Areas. Recent updates also introduced options for online learning and professional
qualification pathways to increase accessibility for NEET (Not in Education,
Employment, or Training) youth and adults.
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Aim:

The primary aim of the Second Chance Programme is to reintegrate young people
and adults aged 14 to 25 (and beyond) who did not complete compulsory education
due to social and economic reasons. It seeks to enable them to finalize their basic
education, obtain formal qualifications, and improve their access to vocational
training, employment opportunities, and long-term socioeconomic inclusion. The
programme especially targets vulnerable groups, including the Roma population,
and is intended to reduce early school leaving and social exclusion.
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"Opportunity for Al

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Introductory Grade

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2024

Slovakia

ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3
Unknown

National

Unknown

The project adopts pilot verification of innovative desegregation strategies, including
the preparation and implementation of local desegregation initiatives. These
initiatives are tailored to the specific needs of local contexts, developed through
participatory approaches involving communities and local stakeholders. The
broader goal is to build a systemic and sustainable desegregation process across
educational institutions. Key components include support for inclusive school
development and addressing the root causes of segregation.

The central aim of this Slovak reform is to eliminate segregation in education,
particularly for marginalised Roma communities, and to foster inclusive educational
environments. It also seeks to promote educational mobility and improve access for
students with disabilities, thereby ensuring that all students have equal
opportunities for academic success.

2023
Slovakia
ISCED O
Unknown
National

Unknown
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Key Actions:

Aim:

The reform introduced a new introductory grade, also referred to as a preparatory
class, which is available as of September 2023. This grade is optional for schools
and not counted as part of compulsory education. It is targeted at children who are
six years old by September 1st but are not developmentally ready to enter the first
grade due to temporary issues like speech or language impairments.

The primary goal of the reform is to reduce the rate of early school leaving, as part
of the objectives set out in Slovakia's Recovery and Resilience Plan. Specifically,
the reform targets children with temporary developmental or communication
impairments, ensuring they are better prepared for formal schooling and less likely
to fail or drop out early.

Measures to support the development of children with special educational

needs

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2023

Slovakia

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown

New funding mechanism: An "allowance for support measures" was introduced,
allocating a lump sum to schools based on total student numbers, decoupling it
from formal SEN diagnoses. Class size adjustments: Kindergarten class sizes may
be reduced by up to two students per pupil with a disability or gifted child, with a
limit of two such pupils per class. The 2023 amendment introduced a tiered system
of support measures: universal support, targeted support, and specialised support.
The primary aim of the 2023 amendment was to advance inclusive education (IE)
by replacing the previously used concept of "integration" with a more
comprehensive and flexible model of “inclusive education.” This change sought to
move beyond a medical-deficit framework and allow broader access to support for
students without requiring formal diagnoses. The reform intended to promote
shared education based on equity, individual needs, and systemic support rather
than dependency on deficit-based categorization.

Catalogue of Support Measures

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2023

Slovakia

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown

The reform introduced a comprehensive framework for support in education,
categorized into three levels: general, targeted, and specific support measures.
These are to be provided by schools, school facilities, or counselling and prevention
centres. The entitlement to specific support is determined through assessments
conducted by pedagogical or professional staff.
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Aim:

The primary aim of the Catalogue of Support Measures is to prevent school failure
and early school leaving by systematically identifying and supporting pupils who are
at risk. It also seeks to promote inclusive education by ensuring that all
students-whether disadvantaged or gifted-receive appropriate support to fully
engage in learning and develop their competencies.

Counselling and prevention system reform

Year:

Country:

Educational Level:

Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2023
Slovakia
ISCED 3
Unknown
National
Unknown

The reform involved the establishment of two types of counselling and prevention
centres: Counselling and Prevention Centres and Specialised Counselling and
Prevention Centres. Both types of centres work closely with school support teams,
which directly assist children in the school environment, including students at risk of
early school leaving. Additionally, the reform introduced a system of five
interconnected levels of support ranging from preventive educational activities by
teachers and career advisors, to professional diagnostic, re-education,
rehabilitation, and specialized support in the counselling centres.

The primary aim of the reform was to improve the mental health and well-being of
children and young people, particularly in the wake of the psychological impacts
caused by the pandemic, the transition to online learning, and the war in Ukraine. It
sought to provide more effective, multi-disciplinary support tailored to the needs of
children and pupils, rather than just focusing on diagnoses. The reform aimed to
strengthen inclusiveness in the education system, reduce early school leaving, and
enhance support for children, especially those from socially disadvantaged
backgrounds and those with disabilities.

Decree no. 224/2022 on secondary school

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2022
Slovakia
ISCED 3
Unknown
National
Unknown

Scholarships are granted to full-time secondary school students whose families
receive material benefits or whose income is below the subsistence level. The
scholarship amount is determined by the student's academic performance, with
different tiers based on average marks.

The aim was to provide financial support to students from families in need, based
on their family income and academic performance, to promote educational access
and reduce inequalities.
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Debarrierisation of larger secondary schools

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2022

Slovakia

ISCED 3

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown

As part of this reform, secondary schools with 275 or more students were invited to
apply for funding to modify their facilities and remove barriers to accessibility. The
reform allocated a total of EUR 32,607,212 (including VAT) to this initiative. Schools
were eligible to receive up to EUR 180,000 in funding for specific measures,
including the construction work needed to remove physical barriers, purchase of
necessary equipment, construction supervision, and project documentation. These
measures included adjustments to both the architectural and informational
accessibility of the schools, including modifications to infrastructure, procurement of
internal and external equipment related to barrier removal, and the purchase of
machines and devices that assist in creating barrier-free environments.

The primary aim of this reform is to improve access to education for students with
disabilities in secondary schools by removing architectural barriers. The goal is to
create an inclusive learning environment where students, regardless of physical
disability, can pursue their education without being restricted by the accessibility of
school buildings. This reform is aligned with the vision that, in the future, students
should be able to choose their high school studies and future employment based on
their interests and goals rather than being limited by the accessibility of the
institutions.

Compulsory ECEC from age 5

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2021

Slovakia

ISCED O

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Needs for adjustment

The reform introduced compulsory pre-primary education for children at the age of
5. These children are granted priority admission to kindergartens. Over the
following years, legal entitlement to kindergarten will extend to 4-year-olds (starting
school year 2024/2025) and 3-year-olds (from 2025/2026). If a local municipality
cannot offer a place due to capacity limits, it is required to arrange placementin a
nearby area. The reform is supported by Slovakia's Recovery and Resilience Plan,
which includes funding measures to expand kindergarten capacities. It also permits
diversified provision of pre-primary education through kindergartens in the national
network, educational institutions abroad, individual education (e.g., for health
reasons), and other facilities approved by the Ministry of Education.
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Aim:

The main goal of the reform is to increase early childhood education and care
(ECEC) participation rates, particularly among vulnerable groups such as children
from marginalized Roma communities. By establishing compulsory pre-primary
education from age 5 and gradually extending legal entitlement to kindergarten from
age 4 (2024/2025) and age 3 (2025/2026), the reform aims to create equal
educational opportunities for all children and ensure a solid foundation for
successful primary education and further academic and social integration.

Evaluation Referencehttps://op.europa.eu/webpub/eac/education-and-training-monitor/en/country-reports

/slovakia.html

Strategy of an inclusive approach in education 2021-2030

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2021

Slovakia

ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3, ISCED 4+
Special Education Reform

National

Negative

The Strategy sets out a conceptual and structural framework for inclusive education
across Slovakia. It introduces six main priority areas that form the pillars of
implementation: Inclusive education and related measures to ensure full
participation of all students. Strengthening the counselling system in education to
support students' diverse needs. Desegregation in education, particularly for
marginalized groups. Debarrierisation of the school environment, aiming at
removing physical, informational, and systemic barriers. Comprehensive training
and education of pedagogical and professional staff to equip them for inclusive
practices. Destigmatisation to combat prejudice and promote respect for diversity
within educational environments.

The primary aim of the Strategy is to develop an inclusive education system that
provides equitable access to education for all children and students, regardless of
their individual characteristics, background, or abilities. The long-term goal is to
foster an inclusive environment across all educational institutions-early childhood,
primary, secondary, tertiary, as well as informal education-so that each learner can
realize their full potential in a setting close to their home or of their own choice. The
reform emphasizes valuing diversity and respecting the uniqueness of every
individual, thereby motivating schools to transform into inclusive institutions.

Evaluation ReferenceBarnova, S., Kozuchova, M., Krasna, S., and Osad'an, R. (2022). Teachers'

Professional Attitudes towards Inclusive Education. Emerging Science Journal, 6:
13-24.

Expanding preschool capacity and inclusive education in kindergartens in 82

municipalities

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2015

Slovakia

ISCED O

Laws / regulations of access reform
Regional

Unknown
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Key Actions:

Aim:

Municipalities with the highest demand for ECEC were invited to apply for financial
support to expand preschool capacity, with an initial allocation of EUR 15 million
from the state budget in 2015. European Union and Slovak Government funding
co-financed inclusive education initiatives in 82 municipalities, with a focus on
increasing participation in ECEC by disadvantaged children, including Roma
children. A number of national projects aimed to raise awareness about the
importance of ECEC among Roma parents, develop and implement an inclusive
kindergarten curriculum, and train teachers to better work with Roma children. The
initiative also included hiring teaching assistants and preventing unjustified
placement of Roma children in special schools.

The main aim of this reform was to improve access to early childhood education
and care (ECEC) by expanding kindergarten capacity, particularly in high-demand
areas. It also focused on increasing the participation of disadvantaged children,
including Roma children, and providing childcare services in the workplace to
support working parents, especially mothers.

Legislation to tackle segregation of Roma students in special schools and

classes

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2015

Slovakia

ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3

Laws / regulations of access reform
Unknown

Unknown

Legislation was enacted to prevent students from disadvantaged backgrounds from
being placed in special schools or classes. This was a direct attempt to combat
educational segregation. Control mechanisms were established to ensure
compliance with the policy and to monitor the placement of students in education
settings. Financial incentives were discussed as part of the reform, aiming to
encourage schools and local authorities to place socially disadvantaged students in
mainstream education rather than segregated settings.

The aim of this reform was to ensure that students whose special educational
needs arise from their disadvantaged backgrounds are not segregated into special
schools or classes. The broader goal was to foster inclusion, providing socially
disadvantaged students with the opportunity to attend regular schools alongside
their peers. This policy sought to promote equal access to education, irrespective of
social background, and reduce educational segregation.

Operational Program Human Resources

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2014

Slovakia

ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3
Unknown

National

Unknown
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Key Actions:

Aim:

The reform introduced several educational measures specifically targeting Roma
students. These included the implementation of all-day schooling systems,
specialized education programs for teachers and teaching assistants that
addressed the needs of Roma students, and awareness-raising activities within
Roma communities. Broader objectives included reducing early school dropout
rates, enhancing access to quality education at all levels, strengthening vocational
training systems and their alignment with labor market needs, increasing
participation in tertiary education (especially among disadvantaged groups), and
expanding access to lifelong learning opportunities. Additional measures addressed
the improvement of ECEC facilities in municipalities with large marginalized Roma
populations.

The primary aim of the reform was to create jobs and strengthen social cohesion,
specifically through combating youth unemployment and supporting disadvantaged
groups-including Roma communities. The reform prioritized education as a central
axis, aiming to improve education and training systems, facilitate access to quality
early childhood education and care (ECEC), and reach over 100,000 pupils and
students. A major goal was also to support municipalities with the most deprived
and marginalized Roma communities through integrated funding.

Strategy for Roma integration by 2020

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2012

Slovakia

ISCED 2, ISCED 3

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Negative

Enhancing motivation and attendance rates in elementary schools, with a goal of
achieving a 100% completion rate for ISCED 2 (lower secondary education).
Providing support for Roma students to transition successfully to upper secondary
education (ISCED 3), including eliminating barriers and responding to labor market
needs. Improving the quality of care for pedagogical staff and specialists,
particularly by increasing the number of teachers who speak Romani and ensuring
culturally relevant teaching. Guaranteeing the right to education in the Romani
language and providing identity support for Roma children. Addressing the issue of
special education needs (SEN) by ensuring that diagnoses are accurate and
preventing unjust placements in special schools.

The primary aim of this educational reform was to improve access to quality
education for disadvantaged groups, including Roma children. Specific goals
included reducing segregation in schools, preventing early school dropouts, and
facilitating a smoother transition from school to employment. The reform sought to
bridge the educational gap between Roma and non-Roma populations by
addressing disparities in early childhood, elementary, secondary, and higher
education. It also emphasized the importance of creating a more inclusive
education system where the specific needs of Roma children were addressed, such
as providing education in the Romani language and increasing the number of
teachers who speak Romani.

Evaluation Referencehttps://op.europa.eu/webpub/eac/education-and-training-monitor/en/country-reports

/slovakia.html
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Decree No. 458/2012 Coll. on the minimum requirements for students with

special needs

Year:

Country:

Educational Level:

Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Education Act

Year:

Country:

Educational Level:

Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2012

Slovakia

ISCED 4+

Special Education Reform
Unknown

Unknown

The reform stipulated several measures to enhance accessibility for students with
specific needs in higher education. These measures include: Conducting classes in
barrier-free spaces to ensure physical accessibility. Extending the borrowing period
for academic library materials to accommodate the needs of students with specific
requirements. Developing individual study plans to support students with disabilities
in managing their academic workload. Ensuring priority accommodation and dining
for students with disabilities in campus facilities, according to the institution's
capabilities.

The aim of this reform was to ensure that higher education institutions in Slovakia
create an inclusive academic environment for students with specific needs,
primarily those with disabilities. The reform sought to remove existing barriers,
prevent the creation of new barriers, and compensate for the consequences of
these barriers in the academic environment, making education more accessible for
students with disabilities.

2008

Slovakia

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Negative

The reform introduced a legal prohibition of segregation in education and
established students' rights to inclusive education that respects their individual
needs, talents, health status, and interests. It mandates that children whose special
educational needs stem exclusively from social disadvantage must be placed in
mainstream classes rather than in special schools or segregated settings. The law
further defines several categories of students requiring special support, including
those with health disadvantages, gifted children, and children from socially
disadvantaged environments. Funding mechanisms were introduced to enhance
access to early childhood education and care (ECEC) for disadvantaged children.
The primary aim of the reform is to improve equity and quality in education by
ensuring equal access to inclusive education for all pupils, particularly those from
disadvantaged social backgrounds. It explicitly targets the prevention of segregation
in education, especially for students from socially disadvantaged environments and
those with special educational needs.

Evaluation Referencehttps://op.europa.eu/webpub/eac/education-and-training-monitor/en/country-reports

/slovakia.html#3-school-education
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Decree No. 102/2006 on granting social scholarship to students of higher
education institutions

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2006

Slovakia

ISCED 4+

Laws / regulations of access reform
Unknown

Unknown

The reform implemented a social scholarship for permanent residents. The amount
of the scholarship is need-based and varies depending on the income of the
student's family, which is assessed together with the student's own financial
situation. The monthly scholarship amount ranges from 10 to 375 in the academic
year 2023/24. Furthermore, the scholarship amount also takes into account the
distance the student has to travel to study. If the student's place of study is more
than 30 km from their permanent residence, they may receive a higher amount.
Additionally, students with special needs are eligible for the scholarship beyond the
standard length of their studies, as long as this extension is due to health-related
issues.

The aim of the reform was to provide financial support to students in higher
education institutions in Slovakia who are in need. Specifically, it sought to offer
need-based scholarships to students who have permanent residence in Slovakia
and are enrolled in full-time, first-time higher education studies. The reform was
designed to ensure that students from lower-income families or those with special
needs could access higher education by alleviating the financial burdens associated
with it.

Act no. 131/2002 on higher education

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2002

Slovakia

ISCED 4+

Special Education Reform
Unknown

Unknown

Under the reform, higher education institutions were required to establish a
supportive environment for students with specific needs. These measures included:
Identifying students with special educational needs and assessing their specific
requirements based on medical certificates, psychological evaluations, or reports
from relevant professionals. The creation of accessible study conditions and
services that accommodate students' disabilities while maintaining academic
standards. The appointment of coordinators at higher education institutions to help
support students with specific needs, ensuring they receive appropriate services. A
social support system for eligible students based on household income, which could
provide social scholarships.
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Aim:

The aim of the reform was to ensure that students with specific needs, including
sensory, physical, and multiple disabilities, chronic diseases, mental disorders,
autism, learning disorders, and other health-related challenges, receive adequate
support in higher education. The reform sought to create an accessible academic
environment without reducing the academic standards for these students. The
primary objective was to provide tailored support to meet the diverse needs of
students with disabilities and ensure they have equal opportunities for academic
success.
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Curriculum on Active Citizenship

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2020

Slovenia
ISCED 3
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown

In 2020, a new curriculum on active citizenship was adopted by the Council of
Experts of the Republic of Slovenia for General Education. This curriculum became
compulsory elective content for both upper secondary general education programs
and upper secondary vocational education. It takes an interdisciplinary and
integrative approach, drawing on insights from sociology, philosophy, history,
geography, and related fields. The curriculum focuses on cultivating students'
understanding of diversity, empathy, tolerance, solidarity, human rights, and
sustainable development. It also emphasizes skills in responsible decision-making
and civic participation.

The primary aim of the reform was to promote active, informed, and responsible
democratic citizenship among students in Slovenia. Rooted in the shared European
values of political, cultural, and moral heritage, the reform intended to foster a
sense of democratic responsibility and civic engagement among youth.

Act on comprehensive special treatment of preschool children

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2017

Slovenia

ISCED O

Special Education Reform
National

Unknown
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Key Actions:

Aim:

The reform involved the creation of professional centers within child development
units (razvojne ambulante) that would include multidisciplinary teams providing
specialized support. Additionally, placement committees at the National Institute of
Education in Slovenia, guided by the relevant legislation, decide on the placement
of children with special needs into appropriate educational programs. The program
also includes personalized educational plans and the allocation of individual support
workers to children when needed. Developmental groups for children are limited in
size to six children, and a specialist is assigned to support each child based on their
specific needs.

The aim of this reform is to establish a comprehensive model for early treatment of
children with special needs, enhancing support for these children and their families.
It focuses on strengthening the competencies of professionals involved in the
treatment and care of children with special needs, especially in educational settings
such as kindergartens. The reform aims to integrate multidisciplinary teams that
provide early treatment in child development units, ensuring that children with
special needs receive the appropriate support from an early age.

Special model to enhance the integration of refugee children and students in
the Slovenian education system

Year:

Country:

Educational Level:

Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

CroCooS

Year:

Country:

Educational Level:

Kind/Type:

Coverage:

2015

Slovenia

ISCED 3

Laws / regulations of access reform
Unknown

Unknown

The reform introduced a structured model that includes introductory or preparatory
classes (pripravljalnica) before children begin formal schooling and continuing or
advanced classes (nadaljevalnica) afterward. These classes occur during the
school year and are supported by individualized activity plans. The students receive
additional learning support in Slovenian and may participate in remedial and
supplementary classes, morning care, and after-school programs. Integration into
mainstream classes alongside their peers is a key feature of the approach.
Additionally, at the upper secondary and university levels, the state provides
supplementary language lessons and has developed a special protocol to support
the integration of undocumented students.

The primary aim of this reform is to ensure that children and students with
international protection or seeking such protection receive adequate professional
support for their integration into the Slovenian educational system. This support
focuses on helping them adapt to their new linguistic and cultural environment
through enhanced activities in social, linguistic, and cultural domains.

2014

Slovenia
ISCED 3
Unknown

Unknown
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Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Youth Guarantee

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Unknown

To achieve its goals, the CroCooS project implemented several key measures.
These included the development and testing of an early warning system designed
to identify students at risk of dropping out. The project also encouraged strong
cross-sectoral collaboration among schools, social services, and local communities
to provide holistic support for at-risk students. Additionally, national pilot programs
were launched in Slovenia and other participating countries to assess how
contextual factors, such as institutional culture and local socio-economic conditions,
influenced the implementation and impact of the early warning systems.

The primary aim of the CroCooS reform was to reduce early school leaving in
vocational education and training (VET) institutions in Slovenia. The initiative
focused particularly on fostering cross-sectoral cooperation and developing early
warning systems to detect and address risks of student dropout as early as
possible. This was aligned with broader European Union strategies under the
Lifelong Learning Programme to enhance the inclusiveness and effectiveness of
education systems.

2014

Slovenia

ISCED 4+

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown

Key measures included rapid activation of unemployed youth, addressing age
segmentation in the labor market (through proposals by youth representatives), and
enhancing information and guidance services. A special focus was placed on
long-term unemployed youth. Additionally, the reform strengthened lifelong career
orientation services within the Public Employment Services (PES), extending career
guidance into primary and secondary schools to reach students early.

The Youth Guarantee program in Slovenia was designed to ensure that every
young person aged 15-29 registering with the Employment Service would receive a
job offer, continued education, or a training opportunity. The overarching goal was
to reduce youth unemployment by facilitating a swift transition from education to the
labor market and by preventing long-term unemployment among young people.

Measures to help integrate immigrant children in kindergartens and schools

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2012
Slovenia
ISCED O
Curriculum
Unknown

Positive
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Key Actions:

Aim:

The introduction of free and shorter kindergarten programs for Roma children in the
year prior to school entry, especially for those not already enrolled in kindergarten.
The revision of the Kindergarten Curriculum to incorporate Slovene and Roma
cultures and languages into educational content. Organized transportation for
Roma children enrolled in full-day kindergarten programs, with Roma parents
employed as drivers or children's companions.

The primary aim of the reform was to enhance the participation and educational
outcomes of Roma children in Slovenia, specifically focusing on their inclusion in
preschool education and fostering early learning. This reform sought to increase
Roma children's enrolment in early childhood education and care (ECEC), with a
focus on improving their language skills, social development, and cultural
integration. It also aimed to ensure greater representation and access to quality
education for Roma children by addressing barriers like transportation and a lack of
sufficient support structures in preschool programs.

Evaluation ReferenceStropnik, N. 2011. Promoting Social Inclusion of Roma. A Study of National

Policies: Slovenia. EC, DG Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion.

Projects raising the social and cultural capital of members of the Roma

community

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2011

Slovenia

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

The measures included conducting evaluations of past Roma education projects;
performing spatial and demographic analyses of Roma-populated areas; promoting
and implementing educational activities for pre-school children and their families;
establishing Roma Education Incubators in Roma communities; providing
assistance at elementary and secondary school levels to support inclusion; offering
sustainable training for teachers and social workers dealing with Roma youth;
developing extracurricular programs and leisure activities for Roma families; and
fostering transnational networking and the exchange of best practices in Roma
education.

The primary aim of this Slovenian educational reform was to break the cycle of
social exclusion affecting the Roma community by enhancing their social and
cultural capital. The reform emphasized education as the most effective tool to
support the inclusion and empowerment of Roma children, youth, and families. It
aimed to increase educational attainment within the Roma community and raise
awareness of education's critical role in community development and integration.

Guidelines for the Integration of Immigrant Children in Kindergartens and

Schools

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:

Coverage:

2009

Slovenia

ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3
Teacher recruitment, requirement reform

National
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Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Kindergarten Act

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Unknown

The Guidelines define strategies, adjustments and methods to help integrate
immigrant children in education, including co-operation with their parents.

The guidelines aim to support schools in planning education with a view to the
specific needs of immigrant students.

2008

Slovenia

ISCED 0

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Positive

The original 2012 act stipulated that parents with two or more children enrolled in
preschool education would pay only 30% of the fee for the second child and no fee
for younger siblings. Fees were determined based on a sliding scale tied to income
levels, ensuring that families with lower incomes paid no fees at all. In 2012,
however, free kindergarten for second and subsequent children was abolished due
to government austerity measures. Additionally, it introduced new types of short,
state-funded programs for children not yet enrolled in preschool education but who
would soon be entering primary school. In 2021, another important amendment
exempted parents from paying for the younger child if more than one child from the
same family was enrolled in kindergarten.

The primary aim of the reform was to improve access to Early Childhood Education
and Care (ECEC) by reducing the financial burden on parents. It sought to make
preschool education more accessible, particularly for families with multiple children,
by providing financial support for those with lower incomes. The reform also aimed
to increase flexibility in the provision of ECEC services and improve the enrolment
rates for children under three years of age.

Evaluation ReferenceSchreyer, I., P. Oberhuemer, and J. Jager. 2024. "Slovenia - Key contextual data.”

In Early childhood workforce profiles across Europe. 33 country reports with key
contextual data, edited by P. Oberhuemer and I. Schreyer. Munich: State Institute
for Early Childhood Research and Media Literacy.
www.seepro.eu/Complete-Publication2024.pdf, 1639-1660.

Childminding of preschool children Program

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2008

Slovenia

ISCED O

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown
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Key Actions:

Aim:

The reform implemented several measures to improve accessibility to childcare:
Childminders providing care for preschool-aged children must meet specific
qualifications, including upper secondary education and relevant vocational
qualifications. Parents whose children are waitlisted for public kindergartens are
eligible to receive a 20% subsidy for the cost of childcare, which is provided by the
municipality where the parents or the child reside. Childminders are allowed to set
their own fees for childcare, and a study indicated that childminders typically charge
an average of EUR 310 per month for full-day childcare, which is notably higher
than the fees in public kindergartens.

The main aim of the reform was to support parents who could not secure a spot for
their child in public pre-primary education by providing them with financial
assistance. The program offers special grants that cover 20% of the cost of the
program in the kindergarten where the child would have been enrolled, thus making
alternative childcare options more affordable.

Series of projects to promote successful integration of Roma students in

schools

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2008

Slovenia

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulations of access reform, teacher recruitment, requirement reform
National

Positive

Roma assistants were employed to support Roma families, assisting in
communication between families and educational staff. These assistants also
helped improve Roma children's performance and fostered their social integration in
educational settings. Additionally, multi-purpose centres were established in Roma
settlements to provide educational support to children, which included both basic
skills training and extracurricular activities tailored to meet the needs of the
community.

The main aim of the reform was to improve the educational outcomes of Roma
children, enhance their participation in education, and ensure their successful
integration into schools. The initiative sought to foster better cooperation between
Roma families and educational institutions, increase Roma students' academic
achievement, and promote social integration. By working directly with Roma
communities, the reform aimed to tackle educational disparities and strengthen
Roma students' engagement with school systems from preschool through to lower
secondary school.

Evaluation ReferenceStropnik, N. 2011. Promoting Social Inclusion of Roma. A Study of National

Policies: Slovenia. EC, DG Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion.

Projects for the Successful Integration of Roma Students in Schools

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:

Coverage:

2008

Slovenia

ISCED 0, ISCED 1

Laws / regulations of access reform

National
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Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Unknown

One of the most important measures was providing a Roma assistant in Roma
settlements and schools attended by Roma pupils.

This reform aimed to share national best practices of inclusive teaching among
kindergartens and schools and teachers in areas with little or no such experience.

Amendment of the Basic School Act

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2007

Slovenia

ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Positive

The reform mandated basic schools to offer supplementary lessons, as well as
individual and group assistance, specifically targeting low achievers and students
with learning difficulties. It also introduced targeted support for disadvantaged
student groups. These include members of the Italian and Hungarian national
communities, the Roma community, foreign citizens, hospitalized learners, gifted
learners, students with special educational needs, and those with learning
difficulties. The law provided a framework for schools to identify these vulnerable
groups and implement structured support mechanisms tailored to their needs.
The primary aim of the 2007 amendment to the Basic School Act was to address
underachievement at an early educational stage and promote inclusive education. It
sought to ensure that students who face educational disadvantages-particularly
those at risk of exclusion-receive adequate support to participate and succeed in
mainstream education.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.european-agency.org/sites/default/files/CSM%20Country%20Report%?2

OSlovenia.pdf

Basic school program for children with SEN

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2003

Slovenia

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Special Education Reform
National

Unknown

Several key measures were implemented as part of the reform to support
alternative assessment methods for students with special educational needs.

The aim of this reform is to ensure that students with special educational needs are
assessed in ways that accommodate their individual requirements and challenges.
This includes offering alternative methods of formative and summative assessment
that cater to specific needs, ensuring equal opportunities for all students to
demonstrate their knowledge and skills.
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The Placement of Children with Special Needs Act

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2000

Slovenia

ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3, ISCED 4+
Special Education Reform

National

Contradictory

The reform introduced several structural and procedural changes. It expanded the
definition of SEN to include a wider range of disorders and impairments and
specified different types of educational programs suited to SEN students. A formal
identification and placement procedure was established, including the creation of a
multidisciplinary team to assess and recommend suitable placements for each
child. The drafting of individualized educational programs became a legal
requirement.

The primary aim of the Placement of Children with Special Needs Act was to
integrate children with special educational needs (SEN) into the broader
educational system. It sought to move away from an exclusively segregated
approach and enable inclusive placement based on children's abilities. Additionally,
the reform aimed to shift the responsibility for identifying and supporting SEN
students from the social affairs sector to the educational system, thus embedding
SEN support more firmly within educational policy and practice.

Evaluation ReferenceSchmidt, M. and Brown, I. (2015), Education and Slovenia. Journal of Policy and

Practice in Intellectual Disabilities, 12: 90-99. https://doi.org/10.1111/jppi.12119
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STEAM Alliance

Year:

Country:

Educational Level:

Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

PROA+

Year:

Country:

Educational Level:

Kind/Type:

Coverage:

2023

Spain

ISCED 3

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown

The STEAM Alliance reform implemented several measures to achieve its
objectives. Firstly, it targeted female students from an early age to intervene in the
educational process early on. This included programs and activities designed to
raise awareness, build skills, and inspire young women to engage with STEAM
subjects. The reform also considered vulnerable social groups, ensuring that
students facing socio-economic challenges could benefit from these opportunities.
The measures included providing mentorships, offering specialized courses,
organizing extracurricular activities, and creating a supportive community aimed at
reducing the gender gap in STEAM education.

The aim of STEAM Alliance was to foster vocations in Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics (STEAM) among girls and young women,
specifically addressing the gender gap that exists in access to these fields.
Additionally, the initiative aimed to tackle the disparities by considering other
vulnerability factors, such as socioeconomic criteria, to ensure inclusivity in
addressing the gender inequality in the STEAM fields. By focusing on the
educational sphere, the reform aimed to prevent the consolidation of gender
disparities in access to these fields, especially as students progress to
post-compulsory education.

2021

Spain

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulations of access reform, teacher recruitment, requirement reform

National
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Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Educate in Digital

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Unknown

PROA+ emphasized improving communication and collaboration with students'
families to ensure they could support their children's educational journeys. The
programme encouraged stronger relationships between schools and local
institutions such as social services, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), town
councils, universities, and companies. This holistic approach incorporated formal,
informal, and non-formal learning contexts. Particular attention was given to
fostering students' digital skills and improving learning in core subjects like literacy
and numeracy. Schools participating in the programme were selected based on
several vulnerability criteria, such as students at risk of poverty, unaccompanied
migrants, or those requiring special educational support.

The aim of the PROA+ programme was to strengthen public schools that serve a
high proportion of vulnerable students. Specifically, it targets schools with at least
30% of students considered educationally vulnerable, such as those from
low-income families, students with special educational needs, or those at risk of
school failure. The programme aims to improve these schools' performance by
focusing on enhancing equity in education, improving the functioning of these
schools, and offering differentiated interventions tailored to the needs of students
from vulnerable backgrounds. Additionally, it strives to create a more inclusive
educational environment through increased collaboration with families, local
institutions, and communities.

2020

Spain

ISCED O

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown

To achieve its goals, the Educate in Digital programme implemented several key
measures. It provided digital devices and internet connectivity to students in
vulnerable situations who lacked access to these resources. These devices were
made available on loan through schools to support learning both during and beyond
the school day. Additionally, the programme established digital assistance platforms
to support teachers, students, and educational authorities in integrating technology
into education more effectively.

The primary aim of Educate in Digital is to strengthen the digital transformation of
education in Spain. This reform focuses on addressing the digital divide by ensuring
that all students, regardless of their socioeconomic background, have access to the
technological resources needed for digital learning, both at school and at home.

Social Pricing of 0-3 Education

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:

Coverage:

2017

Spain

ISCED 0

System of evaluation / exams reform

Regional
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Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Itinerary+

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Unknown

The measure modifies enrolment fees according to family income targeting
students coming from low-income families.

The primary objective of this reform was to reduce social and educational
inequalities by making early childhood education (for children aged O to 3) more
accessible to families with lower incomes. By adjusting nursery school fees based
on household income, the reform sought to eliminate financial barriers that
prevented disadvantaged families from enrolling their children in early education.
This initiative aimed to foster long-term educational equity by increasing
participation rates among low-income families from the earliest stages of education.

2017

Spain

ISCED 3

Curriculum, Laws / regulations of access reform
Regional

Unknown

Students receive constant tutoring, both individually and with the involvement of
their families, along with professional guidance to address specific academic and
emotional needs. The reform encourages autonomy in the organization of tasks and
the selection of activities. This approach helps to foster discipline and the
development of socioemotional skills, which are crucial for personal growth and
academic success. The reform emphasizes project-based learning and uses
competency-based evaluation methods. This shift in pedagogy aims to provide a
more hands-on, practical way of learning, focusing on competencies rather than
traditional grades.

The primary aim of Itinerary+ is to reduce the high dropout rates in Basic Vocational
Training (BVT). The reform targets students who face challenges in coping with
school demands, often due to emotional and socioeconomic factors, and aims to
help them successfully complete their education by providing tailored support.

Promoteus Programme

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2016

Spain

ISCED 4+

Laws / regulations of access reform
Regional

Unknown
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Key Actions:

Aim:

The Promoteus Program implements several key measures to achieve its goals.
These include providing actions aimed at encouraging young people to pursue
higher education, offering personalized tutoring to help students navigate their path
to university, and delivering ongoing support during their time at university. The
programme specifically addresses issues related to vulnerability, such as economic
and linguistic barriers, as well as challenges posed by social prejudices, including
discrimination, which might affect students' decisions to enter or remain in higher
education.

The primary aim of the Promoteus Program is to increase the number of young
people from El Raval, a neighborhood in Barcelona with high immigration rates,
who pursue and succeed in university education. The reform targets overcoming
barriers to tertiary education, particularly for individuals from vulnerable
backgrounds. It seeks to ensure a smooth transition to university, offering both
support and guidance throughout the process.

Basic Vocational Training

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2014

Spain

ISCED 3

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown

The reform provided a special vocational track for students struggling with
conventional schooling. In most cases, students had to transfer to a different
educational institution better equipped to offer vocational training. The program was
designed to ensure that students were prepared to enter the workforce with
relevant, low-skilled job qualifications, making them employable after completion of
the program.

The primary aim of the Basic Vocational Training reform was to offer an alternative
educational pathway for students facing significant academic challenges.
Specifically, it targeted students who were at risk of dropping out of school due to
accumulated failed subjects, curricular mismatches, and a lack of motivation
towards traditional academic routes. The reform sought to reduce early school
leaving by providing a vocational education that would allow students to acquire
practical skills and qualifications. In doing so, it aimed to better prepare these
students for the labor market, particularly in low-skilled occupations, while also
leaving open the possibility for further education after completing the program

Programs for Improving Learning and Performance (PMAR)

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2013

Spain

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulations of access reform, Special Education Reform
National

Unknown
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Key Actions:

Aim:

The key measure of the reform was the creation of the PMAR programs, which are
implemented starting from the second year of Compulsory Secondary Education.
These programs are distinct from the regular education track and are designed to
offer more personalized support. The programs are organized in specific groups
consisting of between 10 to 15 students. The main educational tool employed in
these groups is intensive tutoring and pedagogical guidance. The curriculum in the
PMAR tracks is different from the regular curriculum, aiming to address the
individual learning needs of each student and providing a more focused, supportive
environment.

The aim of the PMAR reform was to provide support to students who face learning
difficulties that are not related to a lack of effort or study. Specifically, it targets
students who have repeated a grade and are not in a position to be promoted. The
reform aims to ensure that these students can successfully transition to
post-compulsory education, offering them a tailored educational path that
addresses their specific needs.

Magnet Schools Program

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2012

Spain

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulations of access reform
Regional

Positive

The program's measures include forming strategic alliances between
disadvantaged schools and local institutions of excellence, which support the
development of innovative and appealing educational initiatives. In addition to these
alliances, the program provides extra resources for the participating schools,
including nearly two years of intensive teacher training. This process is aimed at
improving both the school's academic quality and its social composition by
attracting families from different social backgrounds. The program focuses on
schools that, while having an unbalanced social makeup, have committed and
motivated teachers eager to initiate significant school reforms.

The aim of the Magnet Schools Program is to combat school segregation by
focusing on schools with an imbalanced social composition relative to their local
area. The goal is to create a more integrated student body by transforming these
schools into "magnets" for families from diverse social backgrounds. This is
achieved by developing innovative educational projects in collaboration with local
institutions of excellence, thus making the schools more attractive to a broader
range of families. The reform also seeks to strengthen the quality of education and
promote a cohesive, motivated teaching staff committed to school improvement.

Evaluation Referencehttps://fundaciobofill.cat/uploads/docs/i/v/im/2/z/k/d/b/e/ib_68_magnet 2019 07061

9.pdf

Promociona Programme

Year:
Country:
Educational Level:

Kind/Type:

2009
Spain
ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulations of access reform
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Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

6000 Scholarships

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

National
Unknown

The Promociona Programme developed several measures to achieve its objectives.
These included the creation of individualized intervention plans tailored to the
needs of Roma students, as well as providing orientation and guidance sessions for
both students and their families. Additionally, the programme established support
and school reinforcement spaces called Aulas Promociona, where students could
receive extra academic help. Another key component was the design of training
and advisory programs aimed at educational professionals, helping them better
support Roma students. The programme also introduced awareness campaigns at
the community level to address the broader social issues surrounding Roma
education.

The Promociona Programme aims to ensure that Roma students complete their
basic education and continue their studies in order to improve their access to
employment. It promotes equal opportunities by focusing on reducing early school
leaving (ESL) rates, which are notably high within the Roma community. The
long-term goal is to increase the number of Roma individuals with secondary and
higher education, who can serve as role models in their communities.

program

2009

Spain

ISCED 3

Laws / regulations of access reform
Regional

Unknown

The 6000 Scholarships program provides financial assistance to students in
post-compulsory secondary education, including both academic and vocational
training, which lacked national scholarship policies. The scholarship amount is set
at 6000 euros per academic year, divided into ten monthly installments. To maintain
eligibility for the scholarship, students must meet specific requirements: they must
pass all their subjects each year and must not have excessive absenteeism from
classes. These conditions ensure that the scholarship supports students who are
committed to their education. The program targets primarily students from
economically vulnerable families, with a particular focus on women, Spanish
nationals, those studying Baccalaureate, and students from rural areas.

The primary aim of the 6000 Scholarships program is to reduce early school
leaving, particularly among economically vulnerable students, and to ensure that
students from lower-income families remain in the education system. The reform
addresses the dilemma faced by students, especially those from economically
disadvantaged backgrounds, who often have to choose between continuing
education or entering the labor market. By providing financial support, the program
helps to alleviate the opportunity costs associated with remaining in school, thereby
incentivizing continued participation in education, especially in post-compulsory
secondary education.
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Link Classrooms

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2004

Spain

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulations of access reform
Regional

Negative

The key measures implemented through the "Link Classrooms" initiative included
specialized language support to help students acquire Spanish language skills and
catch up on essential academic knowledge. The programme particularly aimed to
provide an environment conducive to the educational integration of newly arrived
immigrant students, with a special focus on those facing language barriers or gaps
in their previous schooling.

The "Link Classrooms" initiative is part of the "Welcome Schools" programme,
which was developed to address the educational needs of immigrant minors.
Specifically, it focuses on supporting students who lack proficiency in the Spanish
language and those with significant gaps in basic knowledge due to irregular
schooling in their home countries

Evaluation Referencelnglés Lépez, M. D. (2009). Aulas de enlace: estudio de la implantacion de un

programa educativo experimental para recién llegados en la Comunidad de Madrid.
ELUA: Estudios De Linguistica. Universidad De Alicante, (23), 135-160.
https://doi.org/10.14198/ELUA2009.23.07
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Education for "bridge-builders™ with Romani background

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2024

Sweden

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Unknown

National

Unknown

Assessing the need for bridge builders in municipal and regional sectors, especially
in schools and social services.

The aim of this reform was to ensure the development and accessibility of training
programs focused on Romani language and cultural competence. The purpose of
the training was to equip individuals with the necessary skills to foster inclusion of
Romani people in various sectors, including education, social services, and
healthcare. The reform aligns with Sweden's broader government strategy for
Romani inclusion, aiming to improve understanding and communication between
Romani individuals and institutions, thus enhancing Romani inclusion across
Swedish society.

National digitalization strategy

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2023

Sweden

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Positive

Ensuring that all students, especially those with disabilities or special educational
needs, have access to compensatory and alternative digital tools. A high proportion
of principals report that these tools are available to a significant extent across
different educational levels, including compulsory schools and special education
institutions.
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Aim:

The overarching goal of the National Digitalization Strategy is to position the
Swedish education system as a leader in utilizing digital technologies to foster high
digital competence among children and students. It aims to enhance knowledge
development and promote equality in education. The strategy emphasizes the
importance of ensuring that teaching is accessible to all, including providing
adapted digital tools for students with varying needs, particularly those with
disabilities or requiring special support. The reform also stresses the importance of
school authorities actively developing local strategies that align with national goals
to ensure the impact of digitalization on education.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.skolverket.se/download/18.6bfaca41169863e6a65d808/155396825698

5/pdf4041.pdf

Increased opportunities for basic eligibility to higher education for vocational

programmes

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2023

Sweden

ISCED 3

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown

The reform proposed that all national vocational programs in upper secondary
school should include the necessary components to allow students to meet the
basic eligibility criteria for higher education. To achieve this, the scope of these
vocational programs had to be expanded. This expansion included increasing both
the number of credits required and the guaranteed teaching time, while maintaining
a focus on vocational preparation. Additionally, students would have the option to
opt out of the higher education eligibility component if they preferred a more
traditional vocational path.

The aim of the reform was to address the shortage of vocationally trained workers
in Sweden, particularly in fields such as plumbing, electrical work, and childcare.
The government aimed to make vocational programs in upper secondary school
more attractive and relevant to students by ensuring that they also meet the
requirements for basic eligibility for higher education. This would allow students
who choose vocational education to have the option to continue their studies in
higher education, without compromising the vocational training they receive.

Preeschool Participation Program

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2022

Sweden

ISCED O

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown
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Key Actions:

Aim:

The reform made it obligatory for municipalities to contact the guardians of children
who do not yet have a place in preschool. Additionally, the reform mandated that
municipalities must offer preschool places to children who have recently arrived in
Sweden or whose guardians have recently arrived. This would be done without
requiring the guardians to request it. Municipalities were also instructed to offer
preschool to other children who needed help with Swedish language development,
ensuring that the offer was provided at least three months in advance of the child's
eligibility. If a child still did not have a place by the time they reached five years old,
the municipality was required to make another offer.

The main aim of the Preschool Participation Reform was to increase participation in
preschool, particularly targeting children who were not already enrolled. The
Swedish government proposed that this would have positive effects not only on
children's development and learning but also on societal outcomes. The reform
aimed to ensure that all children, especially those from disadvantaged
backgrounds, have access to preschool, which is considered critical for early
childhood education.

New route to Higher Education

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2022

Sweden

ISCED 4+

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Unknown

The reform introduces a new eligibility test that was first implemented in October
2022. The test evaluates competencies in key areas such as English, Swedish, and
mathematics, as well as essential skills like scientific approach and problem-solving
abilities. This allows people, particularly those who are at least 24 years old and
lack traditional academic qualifications, to demonstrate their readiness for
university-level education. The eligibility test is available during a trial period for
those who meet the criteria and can show they possess the necessary skills
through alternative means like work experience or internships.

The aim of the reform is to provide individuals who have not completed high school
or who have dropped out but have gained relevant knowledge and skills through
work, internships, or other forms of education with an opportunity to prove their
competence for admission to higher education. The test serves as a means of
demonstrating the basic eligibility for university studies, even for those who might
not have followed the traditional educational path.

Upper Secondary Schooling Bill

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2017
Sweden
ISCED 3
Unknown
National

Unknown
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Key Actions:

Aim:

Schools were mandated to assess newly arrived students' abilities upon their entry
into language introduction (LI). The government provided financial support to
municipal and private educational providers to help IP students transition more
effectively into national programs or other forms of education. This included the
appointment of so-called IP developers to aid in this transition.

The primary aim of the reform was to enhance the educational outcomes for upper
secondary school students, especially those enrolled in introductory programs (IP)
or those with learning disabilities. The goal was to create a more inclusive and
supportive environment, ensuring that students, particularly those newly arrived or
in need of additional support, have the right conditions and structures to succeed.
The reform sought to ensure that students are better prepared for progressing into
national programs or other educational tracks. It focused on clearer goals for
education, improved quality of introductory programs, and increased educational
time for these students.

Fast track for teachers program

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2016

Sweden

ISCED 4+

Teacher recruitment, requirement reform
National

Positive

The Fast Track program was implemented as a 26-week course that aimed to
provide participants with a comprehensive introduction to the Swedish school
system. After completing the course, participants were required to obtain a Swedish
teacher certificate. The process for certification varied depending on the
participants' previous educational background and work experience. Some
participants were eligible to take the Complimentary Education for Foreign Teachers
(the ULV program), while others could pursue the traditional teacher certification
program. In addition, individual guidance was provided to participants to help them
navigate the certification process and plan the next steps for their professional
journey in Sweden.

The primary aim of the Fast Track for Teachers and Preschool Teachers reform was
to facilitate the integration of newly arrived individuals with a background in
pedagogy into the Swedish school system. This initiative was designed to help
immigrants with teaching qualifications or experience transition into the Swedish
educational system by providing them with the necessary training, language skills,
and work experience. Ultimately, the reform sought to address the teacher shortage
in Sweden by tapping into the potential of qualified immigrant teachers.

Evaluation ReferenceEconomou, C. (2020). A Fast Track course for newly arrived immigrant teachers in

Sweden. Teaching Education, 32(2), 208-223.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10476210.2019.1696294

The Knowledge boost Programme

Year:
Country:
Educational Level:

Kind/Type:

2016
Sweden
ISCED 4+

Laws / regulations of access reform
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Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

National
Unknown

The reform included a variety of measures to expand access to education. The
Swedish government increased investments in permanent student places in higher
education institutions, higher vocational education, and folk high schools. It also
expanded general and vocational courses within municipal adult education
(Komvux). These measures aimed to provide more opportunities for people to
access education at different stages of their lives, whether for career advancement,
personal development, or retraining in a new field.

The aim of The Knowledge Boost was to provide individuals with opportunities for
education to help them secure a job, retrain for a new occupation, become eligible
for admission to higher education, improve their career prospects, and empower
them to engage more fully in society. Additionally, it allowed people to pursue
education for personal development. The reform's goal was to enhance
accessibility to various educational paths, offering lifelong learning opportunities to
support both personal and professional growth.

The Swedish School Commision

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2015

Sweden

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Unknown

National

Unknown

The reform aimed to allocate resources in a more compensatory manner to better
address disparities, especially for disadvantaged schools and students. Enhancing
the collection and use of performance data was identified as a critical measure to
enable schools to implement targeted quality improvements. Measures were
proposed to tackle the issue of school segregation, which contributed to disparities
in the quality of education across schools.

The primary aim of the reform was to address significant systemic weaknesses in
the Swedish school system that had resulted in declining educational quality and
equity. The reform sought to achieve three main objectives: first, to promote quality
and equity across Swedish schools; second, to establish a long-term human
resource strategy to enhance teaching and learning capabilities; and third, to
strengthen policy steering and accountability with a focus on continuous
improvement. This would involve addressing disparities in school funding,
improving school leadership, enhancing professional development, and addressing
the problem of school segregation.

Paths Ahead Strategy'/ Youth Guarantee

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:

Coverage:

2015

Sweden

ISCED 3

Laws / regulations of access reform

National
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Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Needs for adjustment

Municipalities were required to monitor and offer individualized support for these
young people, focusing primarily on motivating them to begin or resume education.
The reform emphasized a coordinated approach to ensure that interventions were
individualized, providing different support depending on the young person's specific
situation.

The aim of the Paths Ahead Strategy was to improve opportunities for young
people aged 15-25 who were not engaged in education, employment, or training
(NEET). The strategy focused on helping these young individuals enter the labor
market or pursue and complete an education. The reform aimed to address the
different needs of young people in various age groups, with specific measures
tailored for those aged 15-19 to motivate them to begin or resume upper secondary
education, and for those aged 20-25 to encourage participation in education or
employment.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.government.se/contentassets/c55ba078d0c6494dbc4c69a3d05c44ed/s

wedens-national-reform-programme-2023.pdf

Nordic Gender Equality Promotion E-training

Year:

Country:

Educational Level:

Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

Plug-in

Year:

Country:

Educational Level:

Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2013

Sweden

ISCED 1, ISCED 2
Unknown

National

Unknown

The Nordic ministers established a funding scheme, administered by Nordic
Information on Gender (NIKK), to support collaborative projects.

The reform aimed to enhance cooperation in gender equality across the Nordic
region.

2012

Sweden

ISCED 3

Laws / regulations of access reform, System of Evaluation / exams reform
National

Unknown

The Plug In initiative used a multi-level approach to address the challenges faced
by its target group. Measures included: Universal school-wide strategies that aimed
to create an inclusive environment. Emotional support aimed at addressing mental
health and emotional wellbeing. Intensive interventions for students facing complex
situations, which might include social issues, personal struggles, or difficulties with
adjustment to school life.
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Aim:

The aim of the Plug In initiative was to reduce early school leaving and support
young people who were at risk of becoming NEETs (Not in Education, Employment,
or Training). It specifically targeted students aged 15-24, including those who had
dropped out of school, those who were NEETS, and newly arrived immigrants. The
initiative aimed to address the needs of these young people by offering both
academic and emotional support, thus improving their overall engagement with
education and increasing their chances of successful integration into the workforce
or further studies.

Extended Universal Preschool

Year:

Country:

Educational Level:

Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

GY11

Year:

Country:

Educational Level:

Kind/Type:

Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

2011

Sweden

ISCED 0, ISCED 1, ISCED 2, ISCED 3, ISCED 4+
Curriculum, Teacher recruitment, requirement reform
National

Unknown

The reform requires municipalities to provide publicly subsidized preschool activities
and childcare to all children starting from age 1. The Education Act further instituted
that all children from the age 3 years and upwards are entitled to free preschool for
at least 15 hours per week. The reform further formalised preschools as a formal
part of the educational system and sought alignment with UN's Convention on the
Rights of the Child.

The primary aim of the Education Act of 2011 was to regulate and ensure the
quality of education in Sweden from preschool to adult education. It sought to
promote greater oversight, student safety, and freedom of choice within the
education system. A key aspect of the reform was to ensure equal access to
education for all children, regardless of their background, and to guarantee
students' rights and duties, alongside those of their parents or custodians. It also
aimed to clarify the responsibilities of education providers, including municipalities
and independent schools, to provide consistent and equitable education
opportunities across the country.

2011
Sweden
ISCED 3

Curriculum, Laws / regulations of access reform, System of Evaluation / exams
reform
National

Needs for adjustment

Introductory programs were made available for students who did not meet the entry
requirements for upper secondary education, giving them a pathway to further
education or employment. Vocational councils were established to align vocational
education with the labor market, ensuring that students entering vocational
programs gained skills relevant to the job market. The reform also emphasized
ensuring national equivalence across all programs, so that students across different
regions and schools would receive the same quality of education and opportunities.
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Aim:

The main objectives of the GY11 reform were to promote equality in upper
secondary education. The reform sought to ensure national equivalence across
schools, introduce a standardized grading scale (A-F) for clarity and fairness, offer
introductory programs for students who do not meet entry requirements, and align
vocational training with labor market needs through vocational councils.

Evaluation Referencehttps://sverigeselevkarer.se/media/1387/rapport-gy11.pdf

Teacher boost reform

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

2007

Sweden

ISCED 1, ISCED 2

Teacher recruitment, requirement reform
National

Needs for adjustment

Several measures were introduced under the Boost for Teachers reform to improve
teacher qualifications and professional development. One of the central aspects is
providing additional training and support for teachers who lack full certification in the
subjects or age groups they teach. This includes targeted professional development
programs and opportunities to complete the necessary qualifications. Specific
programs such as Boost for Mathematics and Boost for Reading were launched to
further support teachers in critical subject areas and enhance their teaching skills.
Additionally, Boost for Teachers Il (2018-2025) continues to extend and develop
these initiatives, aiming to ensure that a greater number of teachers across Sweden
meet the full qualification standards.

The primary aim of the Boost for Teachers reform is to enhance the qualifications of
teachers, particularly those who are not fully qualified for all subjects or age groups
they are teaching. The goal is to increase the number of fully certified teachers
within the Swedish education system, ensuring that more teachers meet the
required qualifications to teach their assigned subjects effectively. Furthermore, the
reform focuses on promoting continuous professional development for teachers,
particularly through specialized programs like the Boost for Mathematics and Boost
for Reading initiatives.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.skolverket.se/getFile?file=8250

Quality in Preschool

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:

Evaluation:

2003

Sweden

ISCED 0

Curriculum, Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Positive
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Key Actions:

Aim:

State funding was specifically aimed at increasing staffing levels, with the goal of
hiring 6,000 additional staff members, resulting in a 10% increase in preschool
personnel. These targets were intended to ensure better support for each child and
more individualized attention. The reform placed a strong emphasis on enhancing
pedagogical quality, with particular focus on gender equality, multiculturalism, and
mother-tongue instruction for children with immigrant backgrounds. Special funds
were allocated to promote gender equality and multicultural awareness, and the
curriculum was revised to support bilingual development alongside Swedish. An
important component of the reform was the creation of a delegation to fund gender
equality projects in preschools.

The main aim of the reform was to restore and enhance the quality of preschool
education in Sweden, which had been negatively impacted following the economic
crisis of the 1990s. By the 2000s, while some progress had been made, the quality
of preschool education had not yet returned to the levels seen before the crisis. The
reform aimed to improve staffing levels, child-to-staff ratios, and ensure that
preschool education became an integrated part of Sweden's broader educational
system.

Evaluation Referencehttps://www.government.se/contentassets/4b768a5cd6c24e0cb70b4393eadf4f6al/th

e-politics-of-pre-school---intentions-and-decisions-underlying-the-emergence-and-gr
owth-of-the-swedish-pre-school.pdf

Maximum fee and Universal Preschool

Year:

Country:
Educational Level:
Kind/Type:
Coverage:
Evaluation:

Key Actions:

Aim:

1999

Sweden

ISCED 0

Laws / regulations of access reform
National

Positive

The reform introduced a new fee structure based on family income, with a cap on
the amount that parents would have to pay for child care. Specifically, the fees were
set at 3 percent of gross family income for the first child, 2 percent for the second
child, and 1 percent for the third child. No fees were charged for additional children
beyond the third. This structure aimed to significantly reduce the financial burden on
families with young children.

The main goal of the Maximum Fee Reform was to improve the economic situation
of families with young children and increase labor supply among parents. This was
achieved by introducing a new fee structure for publicly subsidized childcare,
making it more affordable for families.

Evaluation ReferenceNordblom, Katarina & Brink, Anna & Wahlberg, Roger. (2007). Maximum fee versus

child benefit: A welfare analysis of Swedish child-care fee reform. International Tax
and Public Finance. 14. 457-480. 10.1007/s10797-007-9030-3.
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